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Agenda

• Introduction to the Healthy Places Index (HPI)
– History & Methodology
– Key Features & Functions

• Using HPI for ATP Applications
– Characterizing Disadvantaged Communities
– Defining Project Areas
– Identifying Local Health Concerns

• Current Use Cases
• New Features & Functions

– COVID-19 HPI Resource Map
– Platform Updates
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Every Californian should have the 
opportunity to live a healthy life. 
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CDC’s Social Determinants of Health
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How can we QUANTIFY and COMMUNICATE

the impact of community conditions to spur policy 

action?
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California Healthy Places Index (HPI)
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Alignment with Social Determinants of Health
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Policy Action Areas
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HPI’s Unique Approach

Granular

Fine geographic resolution 
reveals the variation within 

cities, counties, and 
communities
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Validated

Each indicator – and the overall 
index – is linked to a summary health 

outcome: life expectancy at birth

Policy  Solutions

Each indicator is supported by a 
wealth of policy solutions detailed in 

our Policy Guides



Economic
32%

Employed

Income
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Social
10%

Two Parent Household

Voting in 2012

Final California Healthy Places Index

Comprises 25 indicators that represent community conditions at 
the Census tract level, grouped into eight Policy Action Areas.
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From Data to Action Using HPI
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From Data to Action Using HPI
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Indicator Details Link to Policy Actions
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Actionable Policy Guides
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Several policy 
recommendations

to consider



Extensive Policy Options

Raise Wages & 
Benefits

Build Workforce 
Development 

Build Wealth
Develop 

Community 
Economic Capacity

Improve 
Transportation 

Access

Minimum Wage 
Ordinances

Job-Focused Basic Skill 
Training Programs

Predatory Lending 
Ordinances

Industrial Land 
Preservation 
Strategies

Transportation for 
Economic 
Opportunity

Living Wage 
Ordinances

Industry Driven, Sector-
Based Training Programs

Flexible, Low-Cost and 
Supportive Financial 
Products

Middle-Wage Job 
Creation Strategies

Improving Transit 
Service

Wage Theft 
Policies

Ban the Box Policies Financial Coaching 
Small Business 
Retention Initiatives

Transit & Mobility 
Passes

Paid Sick Day 
Policies

Paid Job Training and 
Placement Programs

Individual 
Development 
Accounts/Matched 
Savings Accounts

Worker Cooperative 
Support Initiatives

Provide Equitable, 
Low Cost Shared 
Mobility Services

Early Childhood 
Education

Tax Preparation & 
Outreach Programs

Microenterprise 
Support Programs

Support for Walking & 
Biking

High School Education
Homeownership 
Programs
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ONE policy guide = MANY recommendations



HPI Policy Guides
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Employed Retail Density Ozone

Median Income Park Access Fine Particulate Matter

Above Poverty Tree Canopy Diesel Particulate Matter
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Bachelor’s Education Low-Income Renter Housing Extreme Heat

Automobile Access
Low-Income Homeowner 
Housing Cost Burden

Impervious Surfaces

Active Commuting Housing Habitability Outdoor Workers

2-Parent Households Uncrowded Housing Public Transit Access

Voting Homeownership Sea Level Rise



• View data at multiple geographies

• Dive deep into local data with comprehensive decision 
support layers

• Quickly identify high- and low- ranked places

• Define custom project areas

• Upload your own data
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Do More With The HPI
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How-To Videos

• Step-by-step how-to 
videos

• Brief 2-6 minute 
tutorials

• For non-technical 
audiences

HealthyPlacesIndex.org/how-to/

https://healthyplacesindex.org/how-to/


Characterizing Disadvantaged Communities 

Healthy Places Index (HPI): The Index includes a composite score 
for each census tract in the State. The higher the score, the 
healthier the community conditions based on 25 community 
characteristics. The scores are then converted to a percentile to 
compare it to other tracts in the State. A census tract must be in 
the 25th percentile or less to qualify as a disadvantaged 
community. 
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ATP Guidelines (Cycle 5)



Identifying Disadvantaged Communities
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Statement of Need

The local health concerns responses should focus on: 
– Specific local public health concerns, health disparity, and/or 

conditions in the built and social environment that affect the 
project community and can be addressed through the proposed 
project. 

– Local public health data demonstrating the above public health 
concern or health disparity. Data should be at the smallest 
geography available (state or national data is not sufficient). One 
potential source is the Healthy Places Index (HPI).
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ATP Guidelines (Cycle 5)



Identifying Disadvantaged Communities
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Decision Support Layers for Health Outcomes
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Ranking
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Custom Project Areas



HPI Into Action Statewide
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HPI Into Action Locally & Regionally
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Example: Riverside ATP Grant

• Used the Healthy 
Places Index for 
DAC identification

• Focused on Safe 
Routes to School 
Program

27



28

New! COVID-19 HPI Resource Map

• 48 COVID-19 related 
indicators plus our core HPI

• Daily case and death counts 
for every county in 
California

• Death rates by 
race/ethnicity (where 
available)covid19.healthyplacesindex.org

https://covid19.healthyplacesindex.org/
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COVID-19 HPI Resource Map Indicators



• Streamlined user interface

• Support for longitudinal data

• API keys

• Improved handling of uploaded data

• Expanded export & sharing functions

Join our mailing list for updates:

HealthyPlacesIndex.org/mailing-list/
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Coming Soon: New HPI Features

https://healthyplacesindex.org/mailing-list/


Thank you!

CONNECT WITH THE ALLIANCE

Bsadler@PHI.org | Helen.Dowling@PHI.org

HPI ON THE WEB

HealthyPlacesIndex.org | Map.HealthyPlacesIndex.org
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THANKS TO OUR FUNDERS
The California Endowment | Kaiser Permanente of Southern California

mailto:|Bsadler@PHI.org
mailto:Helen.Dowling@PHI.org
http://healthyplacesindex.org/
https://map.healthyplacesindex.org/

