
TECHNICAL  
WORKING GROUP 
Thursday, January 29, 2025 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
 

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any questions on any 
of the agenda items, please contact Kevin Kane at (213) 236-1828 or via email at 
kane@scag.ca.gov. Agendas & Minutes for the Technical Working Group are also 
available at: https://scag.ca.gov/technical-working-group 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), SCAG provides 
accommodations for persons who require them to participate in public meetings. 
SCAG also provides translations of its documents upon request in accordance with Title 
VI. Both services can be requested with at least 72 hours (three days) notice in advance 
of the meetings by calling (213) 630-1410. 
 

MEETING OF THE 

JOIN ZOOM MEETING 
HTTPS://SCAG.ZOOM.US/J/142774637 
OR 
DIAL BY YOUR LOCATION 
+1 669 900 6833 US TOLL 
+1 346 248 7799 US TOLL 
MEETING ID: 142 774 637 
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1. Connect SoCal 2050: Process Update
Camille Guiriba
5 minutes
Packet Page 5

2. Local Data Exchange (LDX) data layers overview 
Echo Zheng
25 minutes
Packet Page 10

3. Growth Forecast and Growth Pattern discussion 
Kevin Kane
25 minutes
Packet Page 28
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Meeting Summary 
 COUNTY CONTROL TOTALS FOR POPULATION, HOUSEHOLD, AND EMPLOYMENT 

 
Kevin Kane (SCAG) and Celena Mijares (PRB) presented on the demographic trends and a draft of the Connect SoCal 2050 
forecast for the purpose of TWG discussion. The presentation included results from the expert panel survey as well as 
projections for total population, total household, total employment, and county projections. Deborah Diep (CDR/CSUF), Jeri 
Hollis (County of Ventura), Jinghua Xu (SCAG), Sungbin Cho (SCAG), and Emily Gable (City of Los Angeles) participated in 
discussion. 
 

 LOCAL DATA EXCHANGE (LDX) UPDATE: COMMUNICATION AND OUTREACH   
 
Echo Zheng (SCAG) provided a brief recap on the LDX and communication next steps. The presentation included an 
overview of proposed data changes. No questions or comments were provided. 
  

 DRAFT LDX SURVEY 
 

Amanda McDaniel (SCAG) followed with an introductory overview of the LDX Survey. Susan Kim (City of La Habra) provided 
a comment. 

 
 PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREAS (PDA) – DETAILED METHODOLOGY 
 
Lyle Janicek (SCAG) presented on the PDA methodology considerations for Connect SoCal 2050 including a suitability index 
and sought feedback on key questions. Sungbin Cho, Deborah Diep, Kevin Kane, Emily Gable, and Jennifer Tendick (CARB) 
participated in discussion. 
 

 GREEN REGION RESOURCE AREAS (GRRA) – DETAILED METHODOLOGY 
 
Kim Clark (SCAG) provided a detailed look into the GRRA methodology for Connect SoCal 2050 including the proposed 
scoring criteria and a comparison of 2024 GRRAs and 2050 GRRAs. Emily Gable and Kevin Kane participated in discussion. 
 

 SCAG PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN UPDATE 
 

Ana Vallianatos (SCAG) presented on the Public Participation Plan update including changes in the proposed draft and next 
steps. Deborah Diep provided a comment during the meeting. 
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1SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Connect SoCal 2050:
Process Update

E

TWG Meeting
January 29, 2026
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2SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

CARB GHG Targets Update

• CARB is required to adopt updated targets every eight 
years with next deadline being Fall 2026. 

• No draft targets have been proposed.

• SCAG and other MPOs have asked that CARB maintain 
current targets – which are challenging to meet.

• Instead of an extensive target-setting process, MPOs have 
asked for more implementation support.
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4SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Upcoming

February

• Policy Committees: Process Overview

• Executive/Administration Committee & Regional Council: 
Public Participation Plan
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5SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Camille Guiriba Guiriba@scag.ca.gov

For more information, contact:

THANK YOU!
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Connect SoCal 2050
Local Data Exchange (LDX)
Data Layers Overview

Echo Zheng, PhD
Forecasting & Spatial Analytics, SCAG
January 2026
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2SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Local Data Exchange (LDX)
• What is LDX? 

• Through the LDX, SCAG aims to meet with and exchange local information for 
regional purposes with all Southern California Jurisdictions. 

• Why LDX is used?
• The LDX is the primary opportunity for local jurisdictions to provide input into the 

development of Connect SoCal, ensures that regional planning is informed by locally 
validated data and reflective of local growth visions. 

• How LDX works?
• SCAG prepares and shares a set of GIS maps, specific to each local jurisdictions, and a 

planning survey. SCAG aims to meet one-on-one with local jurisdictions to discuss 
the data and plan development. Learn more at scag.ca.gov/local-data-exchange. 
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3SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Local Data/Map Book

Cover Page Data Description Methodology Map Example: General 
Plan Land Use

Data available via 
SCAG’s Content Library
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Reference UpdateReferenceUpdate

Preliminary Data/Maps for Connect SoCal 2050

Land Use Geographic 
Boundary

Transportation Green Region 
Resource Area

Priority 
Development 
Area (PDA)

Growth Forecast

General Plan land use

Specific Plan land use

Existing land use

Zoning code

6th cycle housing 
element sites

Residential 
development activity

City boundary

Sphere of influence

Census tract

Travel Analysis Zone (TAZ) 
geography

Reference

Households 2024-2050

Employment 2024-2050

Conserved Area PDA category

Climate Hazards (flood, 
fire hazard, sea level rise)

Habitat (aquatic 
resources, wildlife 
corridors, habit value)

Agriculture (farmland)

Major transit stops
Transit Priority Areas (TPA)
High Quality Transit 
Corridors (HQTC)
Regional bikeways
Regional truck routes
Mobility Hubs
Dedicated Transit Lanes
California Road System

Update/Reference
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5SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Data/Maps on Land Use
Maps Description Review Type Update Notes
 General Plan Land Use
 Zoning Codes
 Specific Plan Land Use

Parcel-level maps showing land 
use/zoning codes, in both local 
designations and SCAG standardized 
codes

Update/
Corrections

Updated during Jul 2024-
Oct 2025

 Existing Land Use Parcel-level maps showing base year 
2024 existing land use

Updated based on county 
assessor’s tax roll and 
building footprint data

 6th Cycle Housing 
Element Sites

 Candidate Sites for 
Rezoning

Parcel-level maps showing two types 
of sites identified for the 6th cycle 
housing element update

Sourced from local sites 
inventory data submitted 
to HCD; retrieved in Oct 
2025

 Residential 
Development Activity

Map showing projects receiving 
entitlements / building permits in 
2022-2024 and units completed in 
2024

Sourced from local annual 
progress reports 
submitted to HCD; 
retrieved in Sep 2025SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 14



6SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

New: Housing Element Sites & Sites for Rezoning
• Sites inventory data local jurisdictions 

submitted to HCD during the 6th Cycle 
Housing Element Update process

• Sites reported by local jurisdictions through 
a standardized form created by HCD, 
including housing element sites and 
candidate sites for rezoning. 

• SCAG retrieved data from the DGS in 
October 2025

DGS data 
(Oct 2025)

Retrieved from city 
website

Housing Element Sites 147 jurisdictions 21 jurisdictions

Sites for Rezoning 77 jurisdictions N.A.
SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 15



7SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

New: Residential Development Activity
• Residential development activity data is sourced from Table A2 of the annual progress reports 

(APR) prepared by local jurisdictions and submitted annually to HCD.

• SCAG retrieved the data from the California Open Data Portal in September 2025 and performed 
data inspection and cleaning, including the removal of duplicate projects, standardization 
of APN formats, and geocoding of project locations. 

• SCAG extracted data for projects that received entitlements or building permits in 2022, 2023, and 
2024 as well as housing units that received a certificate of occupancy or other form of readiness in 
2024.

• Projects are mapped based on coordinates derived from either APN centroids, geocoding, or 
manual online address searches. 
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Data/Maps on Transportation
Maps Description Review Type Update Notes
 High Quality Transit 

Corridors (HQTC) 
 Major Transit Stops
 Transit Priority Areas

Maps showing transit infrastructure 
based on the 2050 plan year transit 
network of Connect SoCal 2024; 
identified/delineated based on 
statutory language

Reference 
Only

SCAG updates its 
inventory of planned 
transit network with the 
adoption of a new 
RTP/SCS

 National Highway 
System and Functional 
Classification Roads

Map showing functional classification 
of roads to facilitate the identification 
of federal aid eligible roads

Sourced from Caltrans 
California Road System 
Map (retrieved Jul 2024)

 Regional Dedicated 
Lanes

Map of existing, planned, and 
recommendations for transit priority 
treatments from SCAG’s Regional 
Dedicated Transit Lanes Study 

Will be further refined as 
part of Connect SoCal 
2050
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Data/Maps on Transportation (cont.)
Maps Description Review Type Update Notes
 Mobility Hubs Map of locations supporting 

multimodal travel options, developed 
using a data-driven GIS analysis

Update/
Corrections

Will be further refined as 
part of Connect SoCal 
2050

 Regional Bikeways Map showing existing and proposed 
bikeways of different classifications 

Compiled in coordination 
with county transportation 
commissions and 
reviewed/updated by local 
jurisdictions through LDX

 Regional Truck Routes Map of roads where trucks are 
generally permitted or permitted with 
restrictions 

Sourced from general 
plans and municipal 
codes; subject to local 
review/updates
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https://scag.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/25-416-MMI-0150-MobilityHubsGuidance-Feb-25-Final.pdf
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10SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Data/Maps on Green Region Resource Area (GRRA)
Maps Description Review Type Update Notes
 GRRA 

Consolidated Map
Map showing aggregate scores (0-7) of Climate 
Hazard, Habitat Areas, and Agriculture categories, 
indicating the degree to which development may be 
constrained; Conserved Areas excluded from scoring.

Reference 
Only

Updated using 
latest data 
available for 
each topic area 

 Climate Hazards Map showing scores (0-3) indicating climate change-
related risk, including flood, wildfire, and sea level 
rise

 Habitat Areas Map showing scores (0-3) indicating sensitivity to 
development due to the presence of habitat value, 
wildfire corridors, or aquatic resources

 Agriculture Map showing farmland area (scored 0-1)
 Conserved Areas Map showing areas legally protected from future 

development to a varying degree (e.g., protected open 
space, parks, conservation easements, HCP/NCCP reserve 
designs, military installations, tribal nations, etc.)SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 19
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Proposed 
Connect SoCal 2050 

Green Region Resource Areas 
(GRRAs)

With Conserved Areas

SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 20



12SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Data/Maps on Priority Development Area (PDA)
Maps Description Review Type Update Notes
 Suitability Index and 

Priority Areas*
A framework for identifying places 
associated lower per-capita VMT

Map showing three categories of 
areas: High Priority, Medium Priority, 
& Low Priority

Scenario Planning Zone (SPZ) level

All SPZs received a PDA category, 
except freeway SPZs with zero pop. 
and employment or those with ≥5% 
as Conserved Areas

Reference 
Only

Created using a GIS 
suitability analysis using 
street network and 
accessibility measures 
based on base-year and 
planned networks of 
Connect SoCal 2024 as 
well as mobility strategies 
in the plan

*This is a flexible framework developed to support the early stages of Connect SoCal 2050 development.  It is based on 
adopted Connect SoCal 2024 policies.  Priority Areas are subject to further change and refinement, including changes 
resulting from Regional Council direction or state policy.SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 21
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14SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Data/Maps on Preliminary Growth Forecast

Maps/Data Description Review Type Update Notes
 Jurisdiction-level projections Household & employment 

growth (2024-2050) Update/
Corrections

In progress; anticipated 
completion by Mar 2026 TAZ-level projections Map of household & 

employment growth (2024-2050)

• SCAG’s Forecasted Regional Development Pattern begins with county-level growth 
projections for population, households, and employment; 

• Next, county-level growth is distributed based on: 
• Local land use data as well as development activity and policies (e.g., housing 

element sites, site for rezoning, etc.)  all included in LDX Land Use layers 
• GRRAs and PDAs
• Job growth
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15SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Data/Maps on Geographic Boundaries
Maps Description Review Type Update Notes
 City Boundary and 

Sphere of Influence
Map of city boundary and sphere of influence 
sourced from County Local Agency Formation 
Commissions (LAFCO)

Reference 
Only

Geographic 
boundaries are 
for 2024, base 
year of Connect 
SoCal 2050

 Census Tract Boundary Map of census tract boundary sourced from the 
U.S. Census

 Transportation Analysis 
Zone (TAZ) Boundary 

Map of TAZ boundary developed by SCAG to 
facilitate travel demand and land use modeling

SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 24



16SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

EVENT ANTICIPATED DATE

Schedule meetings and begin subregion-level outreach Beginning March 2026

Finalize and complete LDX data March 2026

Launch Local Data Exchange. 

Data made available for local review through Data/Map Books
April, 2026

Begin one-on-one meetings with local jurisdictions to review the data package and 
feedback opportunity April 2026

Deadline for local jurisdictions to provide feedback for possible inclusion in Connect 
SoCal November 20, 2026

Regional collaboration on plan development. Continued development of Connect 
SoCal strategies with stakeholders, working groups, and the public 2027

Draft RTP/SCS release Fall 2027

Final RTP/SCS adoption Spring 2028

Timeline

SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 25
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17SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

What to Expect (April–November 2026)
• Access to updated Data/Map Books and complete data package

• One-on-one meetings beginning in April 2026
• SCAG will reach out to schedule 90-minute meetings with local jurisdictions

• Following the meetings, jurisdictions are asked to:
• Review LDX data/maps and provide verification by Nov 20
• Provide input through LDX survey by Nov 20

• Ongoing support from a dedicated point of contact throughout the process

SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 26
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THANK YOU
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Growth Forecast and Growth 
Pattern Discussion 
Kevin Kane, PhD
Program Manager, Demographics and Growth Vision
January 26, 2026 
SCAG Technical Working Group (TWG) 
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Presentation Outline
• Region & County Projections Recap

• The Forecasted Regional Development Pattern

• Connect SoCal 2024 Growth Prioritization Scale  

• Connect SoCal 2050 – General Approach to Dev Pattern
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Region & County Projections

9/9/25 Expert Panel considered major inputs:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Employment Growth

Births

Deaths

Immigration

Domestic Migration

Labor Force Participation

Household Formation (Headship)

2050s

2050s 2050s
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Four key forecast scales
SCAG Region

6 SCAG Counties 

197 SCAG Jurisdictions

Approximately 13,000 City split Tier 2 
Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZs)
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Nov 2025 Discussion Draft – Total Population Projection
and comparison with DOF and prior SCAG RTP/SCS’

17.0 M

18.0 M

19.0 M

20.0 M

21.0 M

22.0 M

23.0 M

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

Total Population Projection, SCAG Region

RTP20 (Final)

RTP24 (Final)

RTP28 (11/25)

DOF (9/25)
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Nov 2025 Discussion Draft – Total Household Projection
and comparison with prior SCAG RTP/SCS’

6.0 M

6.2 M

6.4 M

6.6 M

6.8 M

7.0 M

7.2 M

7.4 M

7.6 M

7.8 M

8.0 M

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

Total Household Projection, SCAG Region

RTP20 (Final)

RTP24 (Final)

RTP28 (11/25)
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Nov 2025 Discussion Draft – Total Employment Projection
and comparison with prior SCAG RTP/SCS’

8.0 M

8.5 M

9.0 M

9.5 M

10.0 M

10.5 M

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

Total Employment Projection, SCAG Region

RTP20 (Final)

RTP24 (Final)

RTP28 (11/25)
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Nov 2025 Discussion Draft – County Projections
and relationship between population, households, and employment

Total Population (Millions)
2024 2050 Pct Change

Imperial 0.2         0.2           11%
Los Angeles 9.8         9.3           -5%
Orange 3.2         3.2           1%
Riverside 2.5         2.6           7%
San Bernardino 2.2         2.2           -1%
Ventura 0.8         0.8           -7%
SCAG 18.6       18.3         -2%

Total Households (Millions)
2024 2050 Pct Change

Imperial 0.1 0.1 29%
Los Angeles 3.5 3.7 6%
Orange 1.1 1.2 13%
Riverside 0.8 0.9 18%
San Bernardino 0.7 0.8 14%
Ventura 0.3 0.3 3%
SCAG 6.4         7.0           10%

2024 2050
3.3 2.8
2.7 2.4
2.8 2.5
3.1 2.8
3.2 2.7
2.9 2.6
2.8 2.5

Avg. household size
2024 2050
2.4       2.2       
1.9       1.8       
1.7       1.8       
2.6       2.5       
2.3       2.2       
2.2       2.2       
2.0       1.9       

Pop : Emp Ratio

Total Employment (Millions)
2024 2050 Pct Change

Imperial 0.1 0.1 25%
Los Angeles 5.0 5.0 -1%
Orange 1.8 1.7 -4%
Riverside 0.9 1.1 13%
San Bernardino 0.9 1.0 5%
Ventura 0.4 0.3 -6%
SCAG 9.2 9.2 0%
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Forecasted Regional Development Pattern

 Expert-Driven Regional/County Projection
 Technical approach
 Statutory target
 Connect SoCal 2024 Regional Planning Policies

Blank Blank Blank Blank
Preliminary 
April 2026

Locally-
Reviewed 
Spring 2027

Draft
Expected
Fall 2027

Final
Expected
Spring 2028

“set forth a forecasted development pattern for the region, which, when integrated with the transportation network, and other transportation 
measures and policies, will reduce the greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles and light trucks to achieve, if there is a feasible way to do 
so, the greenhouse gas emission reduction targets approved by the state board, and (viii) allow the regional transportation plan to comply with 
Section 176 of the federal Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 7506).” California Government Code 65080(b)(vii)
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Connect SoCal 2024 
Preliminary small area household forecast methodology

1. Estimate remaining general 
plan capacity and control to 
county/regional projection

2. Add RHNA/housing element 
rezone sites (if avail. & > GP)

3. Growth prioritization scale 
• Increase in Priority 

Development Areas (PDAs)
• Minimize in Green Region 

Resource Areas (GRRAs)

GRRAs
• 100-year floodplains
• Wildfire risk within moderate, high 

and very high risk areas
• Wildland-urban interface and 

intermix areas
• 3.5 Feet Sea Level Rise
• Wetlands, Rivers, and Streams
• Areas providing habitat connectivity
• Areas of conservation emphasis
• Open space and parks – SOAR 

(Ventura County only)
• Open space and parks – CA 

Protected Areas Database
• Open space and parks – CA 

Conservation Easement Database
• Tribal Nations
• Military Installations
• Farmlands

PDAS
• Neighborhood Mobility Areas 

(NMAs)
• Livable Corridors
• Transit Priority Areas (TPAs)
• Spheres of Influence

10

were derived from household 
projection (i.e., people-per-household). Small area employment 
projections used a shift-share approach based on county-level growth 
by sector.SCAG Technical Working Group January 29, 2026 Packet Page 37



Connect SoCal 2024 Growth Prioritization Scale

Number of Priority 
Development Areas 4 3 2 1 0 4 3 2 1 0 4 3 2 1 0 4 3 2 1 0

   
Region Resources 
Areas 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 3+ 3+ 3+ 3+ 3+

Growth Prioritization 
Scale 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11
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General Approach to Sub-County Household Growth

12

Supply-side Inputs*
• General plan designation (residual 

capacity)
• Specific Plan, Zoning
• 6th cycle housing element sites and 

rezone sites
• HCD APR 2024-2025 activity
• Conserved areas

Notes: *Supply input data are not all consistent across counties and 
jurisdictions—see LDX data presentation for detail.  Local review is a 
critical step to ensuring that the growth pattern reflects the local context.

Demand-side Inputs**
• County projection totals
• Final Connect SoCal 2024 

household growth
• Past DOF city-level growth 

growth trend

Allocate to Minimum Planning Unit (MPU)^
MPUs are a geometric intersect of parcels and Census Blocks and represent the 
smallest geography used in forecasting. They are later aggregated to TAZ and 

jurisdiction levels.

0 1 2 3 4 5

10
9

8
7

6
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3

2
1

0

GRRAs (observed)
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re

Allocate to 6th 
cycle housing 
element and 

rezone sites in 
order of:

then:
0 1 2 3 4 5
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4
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2
1
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GRRAs (observed)

PD
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bi
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y s
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re

Allocate to 
other 

available 
sites in 

order of:

until county totals are reached.

**Demand-side inputs generally rely on existing 
information to project future conditions. 

^In contrast to a purely market-based approach, this 
allocation, in general, assumes supportive planning 
strategies and investments to increase the feasibility 
and market viability of a pattern of development. 
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Development pattern relies on local review:

Cover Page Data Description Methodology Map Example: General 
Plan Land Use

Data available via 
SCAG’s Content Library
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Data Review and Verification Form Concludes the LDX Process

14

Connect SoCal 2024 LDX
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For more information, please visit:

THANK YOU!

www.scag.ca.gov/local-data-exchange 

Kevin Kane, PhD
Program Manager, Demographics and Growth Vision
kane@scag.ca.gov 
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3 
 

What is the Local Data Exchange Process? 
The Local Data Exchange, or LDX process, aims to meet with and exchange local information for regional 
purposes with all Southern California jurisdictions. In order develop a plan that can meet these 
requirements, SCAG first prepares a set of GIS maps for local jurisdictions. Several maps are produced by 
third parties and are curated and provided by SCAG for informational purposes. Other maps are draft, 
prior, or public versions of local data which SCAG is requesting local review for possible inclusion in draft 
plan development. Over the course of 2026, SCAG will reach out to all 197 local jurisdictions, provide 
available resources, and meet one-on-one with local jurisdictions to discuss these data and maps in their 
local context and provide background on the development of Connect SoCal 2050. Preliminary data and 
maps are available in this data/map book.  

Additional data, tools, and resources are available through SCAG’s Regional Data Platform (RDP). 
Technical assistance requests and LDX process questions can always be submitted through SCAG’s Local 
Information Services Team (LIST) at list@scag.ca.gov.   

Providing Input to SCAG 
This Data/Map Book is specific to your local jurisdiction and is designed to help local planners better 
understand the sources, methodologies, and contexts of datasets which will be integrated into SCAG’s 
regional plans. 

The data layers below are being shared with local jurisdictions in preparation for Connect SoCal 2050. 
During the LDX process, SCAG ask local jurisdictions to provide updates and corrections to layers that are 
within local purview. The remaining layers are either outside local jurisdictional purview or consist of third-
party data related to regional objectives. These layers are included for reference, as some are used in 
developing Connect SoCal 2050’s forecasted regional development pattern. Each layer is described below. 

Please note that SCAG shall incur no responsibility or liability as to the completeness, correctness, or 
accuracy of this information. All information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, express or 
implied, including warranties of accuracy, completeness, timeliness, merchantability, fitness for a particular 
purpose, or non-infringement. The dataset may include third-party data not maintained by SCAG. SCAG 
makes no guarantees regarding such data and assumes no liability for errors, omissions, or outcomes 
arising from its use. Users are strongly encouraged to verify information with original sources. Where 
applicable, consult local jurisdictions for official land use, zoning, or other authoritative data. 

CATEGORY  LAYER NAME  REVIEW TYPE  

Land Use  

General Plan  Update/Corrections 

Zoning  Update/Corrections 

Existing Land Use  Update/Corrections 

Specific Plan Land Use  Update/Corrections 

Housing Element Sites Inventory Update/Corrections 
Candidate Sites for Rezoning Update/Corrections 

Residential Development Activity Update/Corrections 
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across the western United States, identifying vegetated areas adjacent to rivers, streams, 
and other water bodies. These riparian zones are critical for maintaining water quality, 
stabilizing streambanks, supporting biodiversity, and serving as wildlife corridors.  

ο USFWS NWI Wetlands (2024) maps wetlands and deepwater habitats including marshes, 
swamps, bogs, and permanently inundated zones such as lakes and estuaries, which are 
vital for water filtration, flood control, carbon storage, and wildlife habitat.  

ο The San Francisco Estuary Institute’s California Aquatic Resources Inventory (CARI) (2025) 
depicts wetlands, streams, and riparian areas and provides a detailed, statewide mapping 
of aquatic features, including wetlands, streams, and riparian areas.  

Agriculture  
Farmland is a vital GRRA category, valued not only for its economic importance but also for its 
contribution to regional sustainability, food security, and resilience. Preserving agricultural lands helps 
limit urban sprawl, protect carbon sequestration capacity, and sustain the long-term viability of 
California’s farming economy. 

Topic Area Underlying Dataset(s) 
Farmland Farmland and Monitoring Program (FMMP), 2022,  

California Department of Conservation;  
  
California Williamson Act Enrollment, 2024, California Department of Conservation   

 

• Farmland  
o Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) (2022) provides a statewide 

inventory of agricultural land, mapping farmland and grazing land at a minimum unit of 
10 acres. For the purposes of GRRAs, prime farmland, farmland of statewide importance, 
unique farmland, farmland of local importance, and grazing land were included.    

o California Williamson Act Enrollment (2024) identifies lands enrolled under Williamson Act 
and Farmland Security Zone contracts, which provide property tax incentives to 
encourage the long-term conservation of agricultural land. These contracts help reduce 
development pressure and maintain agricultural viability by limiting non-agricultural uses 
on enrolled parcels. 

Conserved Areas 
Conserved areas represent lands that are largely protected from future development and therefore 
excluded from growth scoring. These include protected open space, parks, conservation easements, 
military installations, Tribal lands, and NCCP/HCP reserve designs. Preserving these areas protects 
biodiversity, cultural resources, and recreational opportunities while supporting resilience and regional 
quality of life. 

Topic Area Underlying Dataset(s) 
Protected Open Space 
and Parks 

California Protected Areas Database (CPAD), 2025, Multiple sources 
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California Conservation Easement Database (CCED), 2025, Multiple 
sources 
  
Ventura Save Open Space and Agricultural Lands (SOAR), 2020, Ventura 
County Planning Division 

Natural Community and 
Habitat Conservation 
Plans (NCCP/HCP) Reserve 
Designs    

Orange County Conservation Areas (OCTA NCCP), 2021, Orange County 
Transportation Authority 
  
Orange County Central/Coastal NCCP Reserve System, 2018, Nature 
Reserve of Orange County  
  
Rancho Palos Verdes NCCP Reserve, 2011, Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy 
  
Coachella Valley Conservation Areas (CVMSHCP), 2022, Coachella Valley 
Association of Governments 
  
Western Riverside County MSHCP Semi-Public and Non-Public Reserve 
Designs, 2025, Western Riverside Co Regional Conservation Authority   

Military Installations   Military Installations, Ranges, and Training Areas (MIRTA), 2025, 
Department of Defense 

Tribal Nations National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA), 2025, U.S. Census Bureau 
 

• Open Space and Parks - Open space and parks are natural assets that provide recreational 
opportunities, conserve biodiversity, and support climate resilience through various ecosystem 
services. Preserving these areas helps maintain regional quality of life and protects lands 
designated for conservation and recreation from future development. 

ο  California Protected Areas Database (CPAD) (2025) provides the most comprehensive 
dataset of publicly owned parks and open space in California, including local, state, and 
federal lands.  

ο California Conservation Easement Database (CCED) (2025) tracks conservation easements 
that restrict redevelopment and protect lands for ecological, cultural, or recreational 
purposes.  

ο Ventura Save Open Space and Agricultural Lands (SOAR) (2020) was created by the 
Ventura County Planning Division to show lands covered under Ventura County’s SOAR 
ordinance, which designates agricultural, rural, and open space areas protected from 
urban development.  

• Natural Community and Habitat Conservation Plans – This dataset contains Natural 
Community Conservation Plan (NCCP) and Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) reserve designs in 
Southern California. Reserve designs refer to the strategic layout and configuration of protected 
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areas within a conservation plan to ensure long-term ecological integrity and species survival. 
Working with landowners, environmental organizations, and other interested parties, a local 
agency oversees the numerous activities that compose the development of an NCCP/HCP. CDFW 
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service provide the necessary support, direction, and guidance to 
NCCP/HCP participants. The GRRA update incorporates reserve designs from several NCCPs and 
HCPs across the SCAG region. 

• Military Installations - Military installations represent areas managed by the U.S. Department of 
Defense (DoD), encompassing Military Installations, Ranges, and Training Areas (MIRTA) (2025). 
These areas are excluded from growth considerations, as they are reserved for defense purposes. 

• Tribal Lands - Federally recognized Tribal Lands are included in the GRRAs to acknowledge their 
role as sovereign territories and to ensure growth planning considers Tribal jurisdiction and 
heritage. U.S. Census Bureau National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) (2025) displays reservations 
and trust lands recognized by Federal, State, and Tribal entities. 

 

Geographical Boundaries 
City Boundary and Sphere of Influence 
City boundary and sphere of influence information are originally from each County’s Local Agency 
Formation Commissions (LAFCO). The city boundary information included here is for the year 2024, the 
base year of Connect SoCal 2050. For inaccuracy or changes in city boundaries or sphere of influences, 
local jurisdictions would need to contact LAFCO to reflect the most accurate city and sphere boundaries. 

Census Tract Boundary 
The census tract boundaries are the 2024 TIGER/Line Shapefiles version, downloaded from U.S. Census, 
TIGER (Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing) Products website 
(https://www.census.gov/geographies/mapping-files/time-series/geo/tiger-geodatabase-
file.2024.html#list-tab-1258746043). 

Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ) Boundary 
SCAG developed the Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZ) for the SCAG Region. This is used to facilitate 
Travel Demand and Land Use Modeling needs at SCAG. 

Preliminary Growth Forecast  
[ SECTION FORTHCOMING ] 

   

 [GROWTH FORECAST SED FIGURE PAGE]: 

The chart below shows the preliminary jurisdiction-level growth forecast: 

 

Definitions 
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Household: An occupied housing unit. Occupants may be one individual, a single family, two or more 
families living together, or any other group of related or unrelated individuals who share their usual space 
of residence 

Employment: The number of total jobs counted by place of work. Employment includes wage and salary 
jobs and self-employment (e.g. independent contractors).  

Note: While Government Code 65080(b)(1)(B) et seq. comments on the relationship of the RTP/SCS to the 
RHNA, a specific requirement does not exist such that forecasted household growth at the jurisdictional 
level is numerically equivalent to a jurisdiction's Regional Housing Needs Allocation. 

Appendix: Socioeconomic Estimates and Projection by TAZ (To be 
added) 

THE LIST OF GIS MAPS INCLUDED: 
• General Plan Land Use with Local General Plan Designations 
• General Plan Land Use with SCAG Land Use Codes 
• Zoning Codes with Local Zoning Codes 
• Zoning Codes with SCAG Land Use Codes 
• Specific Plan Land Use with SCAG Land Use Codes 
• Existing Land Use with SCAG Land Use Codes 
• 6th Cycle Housing Element Sites 
• Candidate Sites for Rezoning 
• Residential Development Activity 
• Priority Development Area   
• High Quality Transit Corridors (HQTCs) 
• Transit Priority Areas (TPAs) and Major Transit Stops 
• Mobility Hubs 
• Regional Bikeways 
• Regional Truck Routes 
• Regional Dedicated Transit Lanes 
• National Highway System and Functional Classification Roads 
• Green Region Resource Areas: Consolidated Map 
• Green Region Resource Areas: Climate HazardsGreen Region Resource Areas: Habitat 

AreasGreen Region Resource Areas: AgricultureGreen Region Resource Areas:Conserved 
Areas 

• Preliminary Growth Forecast 
• City Boundary and Sphere of Influence 
• 2024 Census Tract Boundary 
• Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ) Tier 2 Boundary 

Maps (To be added) 
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