
SPECIAL MEETING

PUBLIC ADVISORY

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any questions on any of the 
agenda items, please contact Maggie Aguilar at (213) 630-1420 or via email at 
aguilarm@scag.ca.gov. Agendas & Minutes are also available at: https://scag.ca.gov/meetings-
leadership.

SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will accommodate persons 
who require a modification of accommodation to participate in this meeting. SCAG is also 
committed to helping people with limited proficiency in the English language access the 
agency’s essential public information and services. You can request such assistance by calling 
(213) 236-1895. We request at least 72 hours (three days) notice to provide reasonable 
accommodations and will make every effort to arrange for assistance as soon as possible.

MEETING OF THE 

SCHOLARSHIP
COMMITTEE
Members of the Public are Welcome to Attend 
In-Person & Remotely
Tuesday, April 15, 2026
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

To Attend In-Person:
SCAG Main Office – Policy B Meeting Room
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700
Los Angeles, CA 90017

To Attend and Participate on Your Computer: 
https://scag.zoom.us/j/83224282791

To Attend and Participate by Phone:
Call-in Number: 1-669-900-6833
Meeting ID: 832 2428 2791
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Instructions for Members of the Public Attending the Meeting
Attend In-Person: Go to the SCAG Main Office located at 900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700, Los Angeles, CA 90017. The meeting 
will take place in the Policy B Meeting Room on the 17th floor starting at 10:00 a.m.  

Attend by Computer:  Click the following link: https://scag.zoom.us/j/83224282791. If Zoom is not already installed on 
your computer, click “Download & Run Zoom” on the launch page and press “Run” when prompted by your browser.  If 
Zoom has previously been installed on your computer, please allow a few moments for the application to launch 
automatically.  Select “Join Audio via Computer.”  The virtual conference room will open. If you receive a message reading, 
“Please wait for the host to start this meeting,” simply remain in the room until the meeting begins.

Attend by Phone: Call (669) 900-6833 to access the conference room. Given high call volumes recently experienced by 
Zoom, please continue dialing until you connect successfully. Enter the Meeting ID: 832 2428 2791, followed by #.
Indicate that you are a participant by pressing # to continue.  You will hear audio of the meeting in progress. Remain on 
the line if the meeting has not yet started. 

Instructions for Participating and Public Comments
In Writing: Written comments can be emailed to: ePublicComment@scag.ca.gov.  Written comments received by 5pm on 
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 will be transmitted to members of the legislative body and posted on SCAG’s website prior to the 
meeting.  You are not required to submit public comments in writing or in advance of the meeting; this option is offered as 
a convenience should you desire not to provide comments in real time as described below.  Written comments received 
after 5pm on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, will be announced and included as part of the official record of the meeting.  Any 
writings or documents provided to a majority of this committee regarding any item on this agenda (other than writings 
legally exempt from public disclosure) are available at the Office of the Clerk, at 900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700, Los Angeles, 
CA 90017 or by phone at (213) 630-1420, or email to aguilarm@scag.ca.gov.

Remotely:  If participating in real time via Zoom or phone, please wait for the presiding officer to call the item for which 
you wish to speak and use the “raise hand” function on your computer or *9 by phone and wait for SCAG staff to announce 
your name/phone number.  

In-Person:  If participating in-person, you are invited but not required, to fill out and present a Public Comment Card to the 
Clerk of the Board or other SCAG staff prior to speaking.  It is helpful to indicate whether you wish to speak during the 
Public Comment Period (Matters Not on the Agenda) and/or on an item listed on the agenda.  

General Information for Public Comments
Verbal comments can be presented in real time during the meeting.  Members of the public are allowed a total of 3 
minutes for verbal comments.  The presiding officer retains discretion to adjust time limits as necessary to ensure efficient
and orderly conduct of the meeting, including equally reducing the time of all comments.  

For purpose of providing public comment for items listed on the Consent Calendar, please indicate that you wish to speak 
when the Consent Calendar is called.  Items listed on the Consent Calendar will be acted on with one motion and there will 
be no separate discussion of these items unless a member of the legislative body so requests, in which event, the item will 
be considered separately.

In accordance with SCAG’s Regional Council Policy, Article VI, Section H and California Government Code Section 54957.9, 
if a SCAG meeting is “willfully interrupted” and the “orderly conduct of the meeting” becomes unfeasible, the presiding 
officer or the Chair of the legislative body may order the removal of the individuals who are disrupting the meeting.
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 

TELECONFERENCE AVAILABLE AT THESE ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS 

Mike Goodsell
SCAG Imperial County Regional Office 
1503 N. Imperial Avenue, Suite 104 
El Centro, CA 92243

Fred Jung
City of Fullerton - City Hall
303 W. Commonwealth Avenue
Fullerton, CA 92832

Jan Harnik 
City of Palm Desert - City Hall
73-510 Fred Waring Drive
Palm Desert, CA 92260

Laura Hernandez
Port Hueneme - City Hall  
250 N. Ventura Road      
Port Hueneme, CA 93041

Ray Marquez
15922 Old Carbon Canyon Road
Chino Hills, CA  91709

David Shapiro 
City of Calabasas - City Hall  
100 Civic Center Way      
Calabasas, CA 91302

Suely Saro
City of Long Beach - City Hall
411 W. Ocean Boulevard
Floor 2 - Colorado
Long Beach, CA 90802

* Under the teleconferencing rules of the Brown Act, members of the body may remotely participate at any
location specified above.
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE AGENDA

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1700 - Policy B Meeting Room

Los Angeles, CA 90017
Wednesday, April 15, 2026

10:00 AM

The Scholarship Committee may consider and act upon any of the items on the agenda regardless 
of whether they are listed as Information or Action items. 

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
(The Honorable Jan Harnik, Chair) 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD (Matters Not on the Agenda) 
This is the time for public comments on any matter of interest within SCAG’s jurisdiction that is 
not listed on the agenda. For items listed on the agenda, public comments will be received when 
that item is considered. Although the committee may briefly respond to statements or questions, 
under state law, matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon at this time.   

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Approval Items

1. Minutes of the Meeting – April 8, 2025

ACTION ITEM 

2. 2026 SCAG Scholarship Program
(Rachel Wagner, Sr. Government Affairs Officer)

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

ADJOURNMENT
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MINUTES

Southern California Association of Governments
April 15, 2026

MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2025

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE. A VIDEO RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE ON THE SCAG WEBSITE 
AT: http://scag.iqm2.com/Citizens/.

The Scholarship Committee (SC) of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) held 
its meeting both in person and virtually (telephonically and electronically). A quorum was present.

MEMBERS PRESENT
Hon. David Shapiro (Chair) Los Angeles County Representative
Hon. Victoria Garcia Los Angeles County Representative
Hon. Michael Goodsell Imperial County Representative 
Hon. Jan Hanik Riverside County Representative 
Hon. Trish Kelley Orange County Representative 
Hon. Steve Manos Riverside County Representative 
Hon. Rocky Rhodes Ventura County Representative 
Hon. Acquanetta Warren San Bernardino County Representative 
Dr. So-Ra Baek Cal Poly Pomona, Ex-Officio
Dr. James Moore, Ph.D. University of Southern California, Ex-Officio

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT
Hon. Claudia Frometa Los Angeles County Representative 

STAFF PRESENT
Rachel Wagner, Government Affairs Officer
Richard Lam, Deputy Legal Counsel
Cecilia Pulido, Deputy Clerk of the Board

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chair Shapiro called the meeting to order at 3:07 p.m. and asked Regional Councilmember Rocky 
Rhodes, Ventura County Representative, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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MINUTES

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Chair Shapiro opened the Public Comment Period for persons to comment on any matter pertinent 
to SCAG’s jurisdiction that were not listed on the agenda.

Deputy Board Clerk acknowledged there no written public comments received before or after the 
deadline.  

Seeing no public comment speakers, Chair Shapiro closed the Public Comment Period.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no requests to prioritize agenda items.

CONSENT CALENDAR

There were no public comments on the Consent Calendar.

Approval Items

1. Minutes of the Meeting – April 15, 2024 

A MOTION was made (Harnik) to approve the Consent Calendar. Motion was SECONDED (Kelley) 
and passed by the following votes:

AYES: Garcia, Goodsell, Harnik, Kelly, Manos, Rhodes, Shapiro, and Warren (8)

NOES: None (0)

ABSTAINS: None (0)

ACTION ITEM

2. 2025 SCAG Scholarship Program

There were no public comments for Item 2.

Chair Shapiro thanked the members for taking the time to participate in this committee and called 
on Rachel Wagner, Government Affairs Officer, to present Item 2.
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MINUTES

Ms. Wagner provided a brief report on the number of applications that were received, how many 
scholarships there were, information on the process for screening the scholarship applications, and 
the number of scholarships available for the Scholarship Committee to forward to the Regional 
Council for approval. 

Chair Shapiro indicated that he would look to the committee members to lead the discussion of 
candidates from their county as this had been effective in the past. 

The Scholarship Committee engaged in discussions about the applicants from each county and 
deliberated which applicants should move forward in the process. The Scholarship Committee also 
deferred to the academia representative, Dr. James Moore, CTF representative, to determine which 
student would receive the CTF-funded 2025 SCAG Scholarship Program Award. 

A MOTION was made (Warren) to recommend approval of the following slate of applications: 
Imperial County: 101; Los Angeles County: 207 and 223; Orange County: 303; Riverside County: 
407; San Bernardino County: 505; Ventura County: 607, Wild Card: 106 and 211; and CTF: 302. 
Motion was SECONDED (Goodsell). The motion passed by the following roll call votes:

AYES:     Garcia, Goodsell, Harnik, Kelly, Manos, Rhodes, Shapiro, and Warren (8)

NOES:     None (0)

ABSTAIN:         None (0)

The comprehensive staff report was included in the agenda packet and posted on the SCAG 
website. The meeting video is also available on the SCAG website.

Chair Shapiro once again thanked the committee members and staff for their time, effort, and hard 
work on this.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Chair Shapiro adjourned the Scholarship Committee meeting at 
4:24 p.m. 

[MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE]
//
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REPORT

Southern California Association of Governments
April 15, 2026

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Recommend at least one (1) student each from Imperial, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and 
Ventura Counties and at least two (2) students from Los Angeles County, to receive the 2026 SCAG 
Scholarship Program Award. The Scholarship Committee may, at its discretion, recommend two (2) 
additional students for awards regardless of county.  In addition, the California Transportation 
Foundation (CTF) will provide funding for two (2) additional scholarship awards, also regardless of 
county. In total, the Committee is asked to select 11 students for a scholarship.  Recommendations 
will be forwarded to the Regional Council for approval at their next meeting on May 7, 2026.

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:
This item supports the following Strategic Priority 4: Build a unified culture anchored in the pursuit 
of organizational excellence.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The SCAG Scholarship Committee was formed by the Regional Council and SCAG President to 
evaluate submitted applications for the SCAG Scholarship Program, the purpose of which is to 
provide financial support to a select group of high school and community college students, 
particularly those interested in pursuing planning and/or public service-related careers. This year, 
SCAG received a record number of 292 applications, with 183 applications meeting the minimum 
eligibility requirements. Of those, staff has forwarded 50 to the Scholarship Committee for 
evaluation.

BACKGROUND:
SCAG Scholarship Program:
In July 2009, the Regional Council (RC) approved the SCAG Scholarship Pilot Program, which is 
intended to provide financial support to a select group of high school and community college students 
to develop their long-term career goals. Now in its fifteenth year, the program is open to high school 
seniors and community college students who reside in the six-county SCAG region. Students applying 
are required to have a minimum 3.0 grade point average and must be enrolled in higher education if 
graduating. As part of the application, students are required to submit a completed application form, 

To: SC - Scholarship Committee

From: Rachel Wagner, Senior Government Affairs Officer 
213-236-1960, wagner@scag.ca.gov

Subject: 2026 SCAG Scholarship Program

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL
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REPORT

a minimum 500-word essay describing their interests in community planning, regional planning, 
urban planning, civil engineering, political science, public administration, sustainable development, 
environmental affairs, or other related fields, two letters of recommendation, and a current 
transcript of records.

Overview of the Applications:
Applications for the SCAG Scholarship Program opened on February 6, 2026, and were due 
electronically by 5:00 pm on Friday, March 20, 2026. SCAG received a record number of 292 
applications, of which 183 met the application requirements. Each application was carefully screened 
based on the minimum requirements and the interests described in the essay portion. Although many 
of the applicants met the minimum requirements, primarily those students who exhibited some 
interest in the disciplines listed above were forwarded to the Scholarship Committee. 

For today’s meeting, staff identified 50 applications, consisting of 11 from Imperial County, 18 from 
Los Angeles County, five from Orange County, five from Riverside County, three from San Bernardino 
County, and eight from Ventura County to the Scholarship Committee for further evaluation. 

Apart from the SCAG-funded awards, the California Transportation Foundation (CTF) will provide 
funding for two additional scholarship awards. CTF was founded in 1988 to support the Caltrans 
community and was later expanded to serve private and public sector employees in the 
transportation industry through various charitable activities. 

Names and other personal identifiers have been removed from the applications, essays, letters of 
recommendation, transcripts, and other supporting documents to protect the privacy of the 
students. Each forwarded application has been assigned a number for reference. In addition to 
redacted applications, attachments include a ranking sheet to assist Committee Members as they 
review applications. In prior years, selection of scholarship finalists has been achieved via Committee 
consensus.

FISCAL IMPACT:
The SCAG Scholarship Program cost would be a minimum of $28,000 for seven (7) scholarship awards, 
or a maximum of $36,000 if two (2) additional scholarships are awarded. Funds are included in the 
FY 2026-27 General Fund Budget.

ATTACHMENT(S):
1. Imperial County Applications –101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111
2. Los Angeles County Applications – 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 

213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218
3. Orange County Applications – 301, 302, 303, 304, 305
4. Riverside County Applications – 401, 402, 403, 404, 405
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REPORT

5. San Bernardino Applications – 501, 502, 503
6. Ventura County Applications – 601, 602, 603, 604, 605, 606, 607, 608
7. 2026 Scholarship Ranking Sheet for Members
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

ATTACHMENT 1 

IMPERIAL COUNTY APPLICATIONS:

101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 
110, 111 
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Hello, my name is  from El Centro, California.  I am majoring in 

Agricultural Systems Management and Agribusiness Analytics at Imperial Valley College (IVC). 

I am in the President’s Honors List and Distinction, with coursework for the seamless transition from the 

community college to the university and Intersegmental Education Transfer Curriculum Certification,  

while exploring and pursuing meaningful opportunities, to better prepare for what lies ahead,

with hard work and dedication geared toward Agriculture Technology and Management. 

I am part of IVC’s L2L – Learning to Lead Program, with leadership, professional development, 

and volunteering opportunities in the Imperial Valley.  I am interested in pursuing public service,

hoping to make a difference in our community in the future.  I am the designated Imperial County               

Young Farmers and Ranchers Collegiate Member with IVC’s Agriculture Club. 

I am completing internship rotations with the Imperial Irrigation District as a Student Aid for the 

Environmental Mitigation Unit, On-Farm Efficiency Conservation and Water Resource Management Unit, 

Engineering Conservation and Water Operations Unit, Water Quality Unit, and Water Monitoring Unit 

and Water Operations.  I have learned about essential duties and responsibilities, performed and prevailed 

through various tasks, as assigned. 

I graduated with Magna Cum Laude from Southwest High School with a 4.12 GPA within 

Honors/International Baccalaureate H/IB. I was honored among the Top 40 students with the

California Golden Seal of Biliteracy, Excellent Attendance Award Recognition, and High Honors Award. 

I was part of the El Centro FFA Chapter, El Centro FFA Ag Booster Club, and Ag Leadership 

& School-Based Enterprise SAE with CTE Courses in Agriscience, Agricultural Business, 

Financial Services, and Food Science.  I was awarded the Greenhand FFA Degree and Chapter FFA Degree 

by California FFA and Agricultural Education, the Green Ribbon, BASF Plant Science Certification, 

and Ducks Unlimited Ecology Conservation and Management Certification. I participated 

in community engagements with El Centro FFA Exhibits and FFA competitions, such as: 

Impromptu Speaking, Parliamentary Procedure, Agricultural Cooperatives / Co-Op Marketing,  

California Water Issues, and Agriscience Fair within Food Products and Processing Systems. 
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I was selected to the AgDiscovery Summer Program, ValleyCats Agri-STEM Summer Program, 

and Southwest Ag Summit SWAG Student Program by The University of Arizona,  in which I obtained 

first-hand glimpses of the importance of agriculture through experiential learning experiences and 

interconnected educational opportunities within Agricultural Production, Agrotechnology/AgTech, and 

Agricultural Science, that I would like to continue expanding my knowledge and understanding,

with its prospects and possibilities, from student success to career readiness. 

I graduated with Superior Honors and ranked among the Top 20 students from Corfman School 

Jr. High, McCabe Union School District.  I was in the Principal’s List with a 4.00 GPA, PeaceBuilder, 

and President’s Education Award for Outstanding Academic Excellence. 

My biggest challenge has been navigating through my mother’s battle with cancer,    

striving to succeed with tenacity and make her proud of me.  This is a pursuit that has deeply

personal significance for me. 

I have deep roots in agriculture with my great grandparents in California and Arizona        

as farmworkers in the Bracero Program in the 1940s, a term for agricultural laborers who work 

with their arms, which permitted Mexican farm labor workers in the United States.  My family’s journey 

resonates within me. The challenges that my great grandparents had to face when they first arrived

to the United States from Mexico were numerous. Once here they were confronted with financial 

situations due to how large their family was and with them being unfamiliar with the language. 

Because of this my grandparents also continued into farm labor work, which led to them being immersed 

with seasonal agricultural products harvested in the Imperial Valley and the Greater Yuma Area.              

Despite them enduring hardships, they managed to provide for their family and lay the foundation 

for the generations to come.  Their continued story of resilience and inner strength has inspired 

my determination to strive for succeeding just as they did before me. 

I would be very thankful for such support and help along the way for my higher education 

goals, objectives, and educational aspirations, lending a hand to get there one step at a time with 

student expenses.  This prestigious and most generous scholarship would mean a lot to me and my family. 
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Hunger for Knowledge: The Daily Journey of 
Crossing Borders for Education 
 
In between the hectic honks of the cars behind me, I could hear the faint goodbye my mom 
yelled as I quickly grabbed my bag and jumped out of the car to walk to the crossing station in 
East Calexico. This was my daily routine from Monday to Friday to get to school, while my 
classmates woke up at a reasonable time, ate their breakfast and walked to school, I'd be 
rushing 3 hours before the entrance time to make sure I had enough time to cross walking and 
still get to Imperial on time: this was the logistics 15-year-old Franka had to plan out over her 
summer break of 2022. 
 
My sophomore year, my Dad gave me the news that I'd be transferring to a new school, an 
American high school. Having studied all my life in Mexicali (an industrial city in Baja California) 
that bordered the Imperial Valley. My father, for as long as I could remember, had woken up 
early to cross to go to work, the town Imperial, a 40-minute drive from the border. However luck 
seemed to be the last thing on my side, in previous months the embassies that offered my 
parents type of visa had been closing due to an increase in cartel activity, consequently leaving 
my dad with two options: sending his work visa to be renewed through the mail or scheduling an 
appointment in Guadalajara both in 6 months time. But one thing was certain: no matter which 
decision he took, the waiting period for the renewal meant I would have to adapt to a routine 
more arduous than ever before. 
 
 Waking up at 5 am and rushing to be dropped off so I could cross walking, a trail of 2 miles I 
had to traverse carrying my heavy backpack, a duffle bag with my change for the week slung 
over my shoulder and my earbuds in each ear. Music being my company and only distraction 
from the 110° sun above.The comfort I had once grown ignorant of was suddenly all I could 
think about, as my feet ached from walking, my skin stinging from sunburn, and having no 
energy left when I finally got home at 8 p.m. I realized that my hunger for a better education was 
the base for the responsibility and independence I had to develop during these months of 
chaos. 
 
 With this experience my passion for policy and politics arose. How news I once heard from a 
screen now changed the way I lived my life. I wished to know and understand why things played 
out how they did and if there was truly a hand that moved it all behind the scenes. With that I 
applied to study political science in the small community college of Imperial, hoping that the 
effort exuded to get to this small rural town could end up in the realization of my big dreams; of 
revising policy, of representing my marginalized community, of studying law in the future and 
changing what affects everyone. The lack of support for studying political science and the 
correlation of it to what I've lived in my life cannot be a coincidence. I believe everything is 
political and there's a reason people discourage others to pursue change, because it may be too 
difficult, but for me just getting to school was difficult. So I know this dream is worth it. 
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To whom it may concern, 
 
This letter has as its intent to fully and without reservation, recommend  

to any position and or institution  is applying for.  In two years of knowing , I’ve 

come to the conclusion that  is most definitely a stellar young  that will be 

invaluable to any program/career/institution  joins.  The following is a synopsis of 

why  will be a great asset; regrettably, it falls short in truly capturing how exceptional 

is.      

 

is diligent, punctual, and very dependable.  is a remarkable young l  that 

takes pride in  work and this is proven by academic performance.  Throughout 

this entire year,  has earned stellar grades as part of my United States History 

Class. Grades alone however, fall short of describing what brings to the 

classroom.   is thoughtful, poignant, sincere, and willing to learn and analyze 

situations critically and with an open mind.  More importantly still,  has all the 

desired attributes that make her a genuinely good person.  For example,  is 

dependable, dedicated, persistent, and eager to help others.  It is because of the  

aforementioned that I, Pedro Fernandez, fully and without reservation, recommend 

 for any and all positions/opportunities that may be applying for. 

 

If there are any questions or if I may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate in 

contacting me.  

 
 
Most respectfully, 
 
Pedro A. Fernandez. 
World and AP United States History Teacher 
Southwest High School 
 
pfernandez@mycushd.org 
(760) 336-9989 
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During high school, I developed a growing interest in law, and to explore it further, I 

joined my high school’s Mock Trial team. This opportunity allowed me to learn far more than a 

textbook could ever teach. I was able to see firsthand how a courtroom operates and how 

intense criminal proceedings can be when every detail matters. 

In one competition, I played the victim in a kidnapping case. I spent hours studying my 

script until I fully understood my character’s motivations and flaws, allowing me to immerse 

myself completely in the role. As part of the prosecution team, I worked closely with my attorney 

to ensure my responses were aligned with our case strategy. However, I didn’t limit myself to 

one side; I also practiced with the defense attorneys, treating their cross-examination questions 

as if I were in a real competition. Through this experience, I learned how to remain composed 

under pressure, anticipate attacks on my character’s reliability, and think critically in high-stakes 

situations. These skills allowed me to contribute to my team’s success.  

After competitions, I sought feedback from the judges, many of whom shared their real 

courtroom experiences with me. Their perspectives allowed me to understand how Mock Trial 

reflects actual legal proceedings, which deepened my interest toward the legal system and in 

ensuring justice. 

Motivated by this interest, I took a college course in political science. This course 

deepened my understanding of government, policymaking, and legal institutions, and it 

strengthened my ability to think critically about how systems shape people’s lives. Through 

political science, I became not only interested in practicing law but also in understanding how 

public policy affects communities and how governmental structures influence society as a 

whole.  

Taking advantage of both Mock Trial and political science has not only educated me, but 

also inspired me to pursue a future career as a lawyer who can advocate and ensure fairness. 

Furthermore, I have always been drawn to fairness and justice because one person’s decision 

can have a significant impact on people’s lives. Laws are essential to society, especially in the 
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courtroom, where judges and lawyers must follow the law rather than their own personal beliefs. 

This understanding has motivated me to further understand the legal and governmental systems 

so I can have a greater impact on society.  

I enjoy analyzing complex issues, and my strong sense of justice is what drew me to 

study Political Science. This major allows me to deepen my understanding of how laws are 

made, interpreted, and applied. With this knowledge, I plan to protect individual rights, help 

shape the legal system, and make a positive impact–not just observe it, but actively contribute 

to improving it. I hope to use my education to contribute to policies and systems that create 

more equitable and effective communities. 

Majoring in Political Science is a crucial step in achieving my goal of becoming a lawyer. 

I am dedicated to my education not only because it gives me the opportunity to become closer 

to the profession I hope to pursue, but because I genuinely enjoy learning and developing my 

skills. Rather than waiting for opportunities, I take it upon myself to ensure that they become a 

reality. 
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Date: 3/1/26 

 

My parents often told me stories about the darkness in Cuba, days and nights without 

electricity, silent streets, and homes waiting for the lights to return. Without power, daily life 

slowed, and progress seemed to pause. I grew up listening to those stories, and while they 

might seem discouraging, they ultimately paved the way toward hope. From them, I learned 

that even when the world seems to shut down, there is always a way to turn the lights back 

on. 

 

I was four years old when my family emigrated from Cuba in search of a better future. 

Although I did not personally experience the same lack of electricity they endured, I grew up 

hearing about the country’s constant need for power and the challenges people faced without 

it. More importantly, I learned the value of resilience, perseverance, and hard work. These 

experiences awakened in me a deep sense of gratitude and a determination to make the most 

of every opportunity my parents have given me. Every academic achievement represents 

more than personal progress; it is a way to honor their sacrifices and fulfill the promise that 

brought us here. 

 

Today, as a future student pursuing a degree in electrical engineering, I hope to 

transform that appreciation into action. Growing up, I was always curious about how energy 

moves the world around us, how computers function, how air conditioners produce cool or 

warm air, and how transmission towers stretch across the horizon before disappearing from 

sight. That curiosity made me realize how essential energy is to modern life and how limited 

opportunities can become without access to it. I hope to dedicate my career to developing 

solutions to common challenges, especially for communities with limited resources striving 

for a more prosperous future. 

 

Being the first generation in my family to attend a university in the United States 

means far more than simply saying, “I’m first.” It represents years of sacrifice, perseverance, 

and commitment. My parents had the courage to begin again in a foreign country with the 

belief that education could transform our family’s future. The challenges I have faced, such as 
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adapting to a new language, learning within a different educational system, and staying 

focused on my goals, have taught me discipline, resilience, and determination. 

 

Throughout my academic journey, I have also learned that leadership is not about 

being the center of attention. True leadership inspires others, serves the community, and 

creates opportunities for people to succeed. Knowledge becomes far more meaningful when 

it is shared, especially with those who need it most. 

 

This scholarship would represent far more than financial support. It would help 

sustain the flame my parents lit years ago when they chose to begin again from nothing. For 

me, electrical engineering is not only about electricity and energy, but about earning a 

bachelor’s degree that will help turn the lights back on and create a brighter future for others, 

just as my parents once hoped for me. 
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My interest in becoming a civil engineer was a slow progression that required many steps but 
eventually I became certain of what I wanted to do. As a kid my interest in STEM had always 
been prevalent. My fascination for the subject of mathematics came at a young age as well as my 
enjoyment for design. My inquisitive nature led me to take as many math courses as I could which 
fulfilled my curiosity but also trained me to become a critical thinker. I believe this way of training 
your brain is one of the essential foundational principles of becoming an engineer. My artistic side 
also helped me in design. I loved the unique architecture of structures, how they can draw the eye 
but I also took interest in the unforeseen complicated process of building those structures.  
 
When I entered high school as a freshman I took part in the engineering career-readyness class. 
As I got to learn the basics of how an engineer should apply problem-solving skills to their work I 
also got to take part in the design aspect of engineering. Through this program I was able to 
design many real-world tools and mechanisms using Autodesk Fusion. The advisor of this class 
also introduced me to the afterschool robotics club. I took part in this club for my first two high 
school years and in this I learned how an idea can go through trial and error to become the final 
product. People came together in sub-groups to focus on one part of the project but each group was 
equally responsible for the final product. My freshman year paved the way for me to take the 
second step in making the decision to become a civil engineer. Currently I am taking the class of 
Civil Engineering and Architecture which has thrown me into the unknown realm of Autodesk 
Fusion which was difficult at first but just like anything it was possible to learn. This class taught 
me how to estimate costs for projects such as concrete pours, sheds, and foundations. I also had to 
take into consideration many requirements such as square footage, frost depth according to 
location, and the heat loss and gain of a structure.  
 
Through my engagement in many works that resemble the engineering career, I finalized my 
decision because of the environmental impact, the opportunity to work with other people, and the 
overall process. I believe it would bring me much joy to be able to maintain the environmental 
impact of a structure. A structure must meet guidelines and my involvement in this career would 
also make me a part of this process. Being able to work with other people is also a goal of mine. I 
enjoy talking to other people to see their opinions on how they think and to strengthen my intellect 
as well. I am committed to completely dedicate my time to learn all that civil engineering is about 
so that when I am in the work force, the process of implementing a design, carrying it out, and 
finalizing it is met.  
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March 18, 2026 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for , a current senior 
whom I had the privilege of teaching as a freshman in English 9 Honors. From the very 
beginning,  distinguished as a dedicated and conscientious student, and I have 
continued to be impressed by  growth and character over the years. 

As a student,  consistently demonstrated a strong work ethic.  completed all 
assignments with care and on time, showing a commitment to excellence that set  apart from 

 peers. In the classroom,  maintained exemplary behavior, treating both  classmates 
and teacher with respect and kindness.  was an active participant in discussions, offering 
thoughtful insights and engaging meaningfully with course material. Additionally,  collaborated 
exceptionally well with others, contributing positively to group work and helping to foster a 
supportive learning environment. 

Beyond the classroom,  has shown a deep commitment to serving others.  works as 
a tutor at our school, dedicating time on Saturdays and after school to help fellow students 
succeed academically.  is one of a few students employed through our district. 

 is also well-rounded in  extracurricular involvement, participating in the school’s robotics 
program and as a member of the wrestling team. These activities highlight not only 
intellectual curiosity and teamwork skills, but also  discipline and perseverance. 

In addition to my role as  teacher, I have the unique privilege of knowing  through 
our church, where I serve as a youth minister. In this setting, I have witnessed  enthusiasm, 
integrity, and genuine commitment to living out  faith.  is not only engaged during youth 
activities, but consistently demonstrates  values in  daily interactions and choices. 

 is a respectful, hardworking, and compassionate individual who will 
undoubtedly make a positive impact in any environment  is a part of. I recommend 
without reservation and am confident in  continued success. Please feel free to contact me if 
you have any further questions. 

Yours in Education, 

Alejandra Chaparro-Galindo 

Alejandra Chaparro-Galindo 
agalindo@mycuhsd.org 
760-554-2720
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 Educational and Career Goals 

 Growing up in Holtville, California, I quickly learned that where someone lives can shape the 

 opportunities available to them. In a small, rural community like mine in the Imperial Valley, 

 access to resources, including legal guidance and public services, is often limited compared to 

 larger cities. Observing these differences made me increasingly aware of how government 

 systems and public policies affect everyday life. These experiences inspired my interest in 

 political science and strengthened my desire to pursue a career dedicated to advocacy and public 

 service. 

 During high school, I looked for opportunities to better my understanding of how decisions are 

 made within public institutions. Serving as ASB President and as a student representative on 

 both my district’s School Board and School Site Council allowed me to see firsthand how 

 policies and programs are discussed and passed. In these roles, I represented student concerns, 

 participated in discussions with administrators, and helped communicate how certain decisions 

 might affect the student body. 

 At first, participating in these meetings felt intimidating. I was often the only student in a room 

 full of adults with years of experience in education. However, I quickly realized the significance 

 of my perspective as it represented the voices of the students being directly affected. Before 

 meetings, I made an effort to talk with classmates and better understand their concerns so I could 

 represent them accurately. Speaking in those discussions taught me the importance of preparing 

 to communicate clearly, and advocate thoughtfully, skills that are vital to both political science 

 and the legal profession in general. 

 My interest in political systems has also been strengthened through my academic studies. 

 Courses such as AP U.S. History allowed me to examine how government institutions have 

 shaped society over time. Learning about topics such as the creation of the justice system and the 

 change of public policy over time deepened my curiosity about how these systems function 

 today. These courses helped me see the connection between history, government, and the role 

 individuals can play in shaping policy and protecting rights. 
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 Beyond academics, many of my activities including varsity cheer, Fellowship of Christian 

 Athletes, youth sports camps, and vacation bible school, have reinforced my commitment to 

 service. Mentoring younger students and encouraging their confidence taught me the 

 responsibility of patience and empathy. These experiences reminded me that leadership is not 

 only about speaking up in formal settings, but also about supporting and encouraging others to 

 believe in their own potential. 

 In college, I plan to major in political science to further explore the relationship between law, 

 government, and public policy. Through my studies, I hope to gain a deeper understanding of 

 legal systems, constitutional law, and the ways public institutions serve communities. My 

 long-term goal is to attend law school and become a public defender. Growing up in the Imperial 

 Valley has shown me how limited access to legal resources can affect individuals and families, 

 and I hope to advocate for those whose voices may otherwise go unheard while helping ensure 

 that justice is applied fairly. By studying political science and pursuing a career in law, I plan to 

 contribute to a system that protects individual rights, promotes fairness, and serves communities 

 like the one that shaped me. 
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January 1, 2026 

To whom it may concern: 

It is my profound honor to write this letter of recommendation for Sydney Treviño in support of 

her application for college scholarships. As her cheer coach for the past two years at Holtville 

High School, I have closely watched her grow not only as an athlete but as an exceptional 

individual whose character and abilities far exceed the typical high school student. 

Within a short time after meeting her, it was clear Sydeny Treviño was a remarkable student 

athlete. She possessed a valuable combination of talent, tenacity, and passion. As one of the most 

skilled and focused team members, it was without reservation that she was a clear selection for a 

Captain position her Junior and Senior years. Sydney has proven herself as a fierce Captain and 

her dedication and natural leadership qualities are respected by myself and  peers.  

While the sidelines and pep assemblies are where the cheerleaders perform, the execution 

Sydney demonstrates everyday during practices is what truly sets her apart. When a complex 

routine or stunt is challenging the team's morale, Captain Sydney navigates solutions and success 

through decisiveness, flexibility, and communication. Her leadership is more effective because 

her teammates admire and acknowledge her skills and character. As her Coach, she has enhanced 

my ability to develop the team because she has a command of the team and the functions of the 

program and always exceeds expectations by putting in extra work. We have formed a bond of 

honest communication and collaborative strategy-making that has created a productive and 

thriving environment. This selfless dedication is a testament to her exceptional character and her 

understanding that collective success supersedes individual glory. 

I am confident that Sydney Treviño's potential for success within a college setting is virtually 

limitless. She does not seek the spotlight but rather empower those around them to shine brighter. 

A university environment seeking students who are not only academically capable but also 

driven by a desire to uplift her community will find an ideal candidate in Sydney. She will 

undeniably contribute meaningfully to both the classroom and the campus culture, just as she has 

for the last four years at Holtville High School, fostering collaboration and excellence wherever 

she goes. 
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Sydney Treviño has my highest possible recommendation. In my years of coaching and working 

professionally, I have never been more confident in an individual’s ability to succeed and make a 

bright positive impact. Although my relationship with Sydney is through sports and not 

academics, I am aware that she also excels in the classroom and that has directly contributed to 

her overall success in all of  endeavors. She is a genuinely extraordinary individual prepared 

to embrace the challenges and opportunities that a university offers. Please feel free to contact 

me if you require any further details. 

Sincerely, 

Yvette Rios 

HHS Head Cheer Coach  
Holtville City Clerk 

Office: (442) 206-0201 
Cell: (760) 282-1510 
Email: yrios@holtville.ca.gov 
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 My Goals, My Experience, My Influence, My Story 

I was sitting in the back seat of my mom’s car on the way to San Diego. I never looked 
out the windows much, I was always bored with the scenery at the young age of nine. On our 
way to our destination we got stuck in traffic and it happened to be on a curved bridge that felt 
so high up. There were so many cars on this bridge that I was astonished that it had yet to even 
crack. I remember that day, those long hours stuck on that bridge, and my question to my mom: 
“Who makes the bridges?” The answer I got back was not just engineers but civil engineers. 
From that day I decided that is what I wanted to do. I wanted to become a civil engineer and 
work on projects that seem almost impossible to create.  

I started taking steps to achieve this goal, however, at nine years old the only thing I 
found myself able to do was watch building videos on the internet and strived to be excellent in 
math. I succeeded in middle school with having the highest grade for math in my class and 
becoming my middle school valedictorian. In entering high school I told myself to be one step 
ahead in math, to really challenge myself. Throughout all of my previous years in high school 
and my current one I have always taken the highest math class that the school offered and 
allowed. In my junior year of high school I was offered the opportunity by my counselor to apply 
to take a paid course by UCSD called intro to structural engineering and design. I was accepted 
to take the course and was the only one from my school enrolled in the online course. I took 
pride in this course and made sure to really grasp what I was being taught. I was sent materials 
to build my designs and conduct experiments on them. I was influenced heavily by the students 
of UCSD running the course due to their helpfulness and passion for the course. I realized how 
much this career field genuinely interested me now that I had a feel as to what I would have to 
do such as being able to design, check for PI scale, redesign iteration after iteration, look at 
weight factors, analyze environmental factors etc. The class was so much fun and it only 
motivated me further to not give up on this career.  

I ended up passing that course in junior year and I am now onto the next step, 
graduation and future goals. I’ve researched plenty of schools and their engineering programs 
and have applied to different UC’s that I figured would be the best for my growth in this field. I 
recently got accepted into the college of engineering at UC Davis, and am waiting to hear back 
on the other three UCSD, UCLA, and UC Berkeley which I applied for their M.E.P. program as 
well. Right after graduation I plan to attend one of these and get into an engineering program 
and get into contact with individuals within the field, so that I can have a guide in starting up my 
knowledge and growth in the field. My goal is to either get employed by an individual who owns 
a civil engineering firm, or to become an intern by one. I plan to continue to go to school until I 
have obtained my doctorate degree for civil engineering, and what I plan to do with said degree 
is someday open my own engineering firm. In this firm I will start a program to take in seniors 
and juniors from high school and provide them with an internship where they can learn the 
basics to civil engineering and be able to have some hands-on experience with designing, 
creating prototypes, and equation solving. This firm will focus on creating new designs that are 
eco friendly, efficient, aesthetically pleasing, and less costly. I would also like to someday open 
up a program sponsored by my firm that takes in homeless individuals that demonstrate a want 
for change and help, as well as teenagers struggling in bad situations at home or in general. 
This program will have check ins with these individuals, and will hold classes and training all 
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paid for, starting from basics of engineering principles to further skills. This program will clean 
people up and allow them the chance at life and success, provide them with loyal individuals 
that won’t leave them in the dust, and help them gain steady jobs. 

All of these goals I feel aren’t worth giving up and I have been working hard towards 
them so far as they will allow me to have my dream job, a well provided for family, and the ability 
to give opportunity, kindness, loyalty, and friendships to others that I meet. This is what my 
future holds for me.  
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SCAG Scholarship 
 

“Cheese!” My grandma would say as she lifted her small pink camera to 

take a picture of my 5 year old self standing beside my colorful lego structures. 

As long as I can remember, I have always had a passion for building things and 

using my creativity to make my imagination come to life. My brother and I were 

unstoppable. We built projectors, life-size creatures from our favorite games and 

even our own little cities with the cardboard our family had saved for us. These 

unforgettable memories made it clear that I loved being able to create, design, 

and solve problems, which inevitably led me toward the STEM field. 

 Over the years, I learned to love different aspects of engineering which led 

me to the decision that I wanted to become one. For several years, I was lost. I 

didn't know what kind of engineering to pursue, knowing the hundreds of 

specialties that engineering has to offer. However, unknowingly, each lego tower 

and cardboard city I built was just another step in my path towards civil 

engineering. 

 I wasn't sure what I wanted to do until I was challenged by my teacher to 

create the largest and sturdiest tower I could by only using marshmallows and 

uncooked spaghetti. I was exhilarated; it had been my first time I was able to go 

hands-on and have control over something in one of my classes. It was then that 

I realized that civil engineering challenges like that are just a part of a civil 

engineer's everyday life. 
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I didn't know what to think. It was crazy how something I loved doing for 

fun could be my future career. I could combine my mathematical strengths 

alongside my passion for creating to build my future. It was awesome to think 

that one day I will be alongside the civil engineers constructing some of Earth’s 

greatest civil engineering works like the Golden Gate Bridge, the Panama Canal, 

and the Hoover Dam to name a few. These projects are more than just 

infrastructure; they are a way people were able to connect and support their 

community as I strive to do so in my future career. Over time, I learned that every 

structure built holds a story of those who build it and those who live within it. A 

building is never just a building, it can be a way of giving back whether it's a 

home for a future family or a school for kids who dream as big as I do. 

As I begin to step foot in my career, I plan to set forth the priorities of my 

community to not only grow as a civil engineer but uphold my community as I do. 

I hope to do more than create infrastructure, I want to support and strengthen the 

people around them. Whether it's building a one-bedroom house or a luxury 

mansion, I strive to leave a lasting impact for the good that I will do. To think of 

the lego structures I built when I was five, I realize that they were never just toys 

for me but the beginning of a path I would traverse to build a better future. As 

with my creativity, I was able to transform leftover cardboard into entire cities, I 

hope to one day be able to create structures that are going to serve and inspire 

the following generations. 
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Southwest High School

2001 Ocotillo Drive  El Centro, CA 92243 (760) 336-4100

Dear Scholarship Selection Committee,

It is a distinct pleasure to recommend Jonathan Villegas as a recipient of your scholarship. As a 
member of the Southwest High School mathematics department for the past 30 years—serving as 
a teacher, MESA (Mathematics, Engineering, and Science Achievement) adviser, and former 
department chair—I have taught thousands of students. Even within that large cohort, Jonathan 
stands out as an exceptional talent.

I have had the privilege of teaching Jonathan AP Calculus AB this academic year. He is a student 
of profound academic integrity and an excellent work ethic. While Jonathan has consistently 
sought out the most rigorous curriculum our school offers, it is his performance in these courses 
that truly distinguishes him. He is one of those rare student-athletes who views excellence as a 
standard across all environments—whether he is on the football field or at the whiteboard.

In the classroom, Jonathan functions as a natural leader. Much like his role in athletics, he is a 
dedicated team player who is always the first to offer assistance to his peers. At this stage in his 
senior year, Jonathan has demonstrated a level of critical thinking and a mathematical foundation 
that allows him to navigate complex concepts with a fluidity that many of his peers struggle to 
find. His greatest academic asset is his ability to think abstractly; he doesn't just memorize 
formulas—he seeks to understand the "why" behind them. Because of this deep insight, he is 
often able to explain difficult topics to his classmates in ways that make the material accessible 
and meaningful.

Beyond the classroom, Jonathan has applied his skills through the Southwest MESA and 
Robotics club. I was particularly impressed when his robotics team secured first place out of 50 
competing schools. This achievement speaks volumes about his ability to perform under 
pressure and apply theoretical math to real-world engineering challenges. Next month, he will
represent our school at the MESA Regional "Math Escape" challenge, a competition that requires 
the exact blend of quick thinking and collaborative spirit that Jonathan personifies.

Jonathan Villegas is a disciplined, insightful, and industrious young man. He possesses the 
mathematical acumen and the character necessary to succeed in any field he chooses to pursue. I 
give him my highest recommendation without reservation.

Sincerely,

Joyce Yoko Sullivan

Mathematics Department Southwest High School
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Growing up in the Imperial Valley made me realize that your health and how well you 

breathe depend on where you live. Our county faces two significant health concerns: the Salton 

Sea, which is gradually declining by the day, and the never-ending fields where we get our many 

crops from. Most people do not pay much attention to these geographical aspects of our country; 

however, when looking at it from a Public Administrative perspective, they result from policy 

decisions. As one who’s spent all their life surrounded by poor air quality, I’ve witnessed the 

impacts of water rights and agricultural pollution on the health of those living in these areas. As 

the Salton Sea shrinks, it leaves behind toxic sediment that is released into the air by strong 

winds. These winds carry harmful toxins into the lungs of children in our area. Our community 

struggles with the consequences of ineffective policies, which can be seen in the high rates of 

asthma and other severe health issues among children. 

This is where I began to study more about Public Administration and how its failures 

cause an impact on the well-being of the people. I became interested in how environmental laws 

are enforced and why some counties are assigned poor air quality ratings while others are not.  

As I observed the health of children in the Imperial Valley decline, I realized that even the most 

well-planned initiatives can take a long time to address certain issues. This experience infused in 

me a strong desire to improve my community through direct action. Ultimately, it is what led me 

to pursue a career in Pediatric surgery.  

To achieve this, I plan to attend California State University, Fullerton, for the first four 

years with a major in biological sciences, laying the groundwork for medical school. For 

hands-on experience in a hospital, I’d volunteer at St. Jude Medical Center. The aim is to start a 

program at local hospitals and schools in Fullerton, to provide health education for the 

community, mainly children, who are disadvantaged or uneducated on the proper norms to 

ensure a pure lifestyle. There, I’d give classes on healthier eating habits and exercise stations to 

influence the children early on, preventing future chronic health conditions like obesity and 

hypertension. Having grown up in an area where access to a healthy lifestyle was limited, I am 

determined to ensure that other children understand the importance of taking care of their bodies. 

This knowledge will help them develop a strong immune system that could fight off infections 

they are exposed to.  

After earning my bachelor's degree in biological sciences, I plan on transferring to UCSD 

for medical school. I’d use my experience from Fullerton to enroll in the general surgery 
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residency program, where I’d be exposed to many divisions of surgery, followed by a pediatric 

surgery fellowship, where I can further use my skills and experience in the division of pediatrics. 

Once I’ve completed my training, I plan to apply to Rady’s Children’s Hospital in San Diego for 

the position of a pediatric surgeon. I am fully aware that the journey to becoming a pediatric 

surgeon is extensive and demanding, and I am completely committed to it. My passion for 

helping our younger generation thrive drives me forward.  

66



67



68



69



70



3/10/2026 

Personal statement describing your interest in political science and future career goals. 

Knowing what I wanted to major in has been one of the most challenging decisions I’ve 
faced. For a long time, I only knew one thing for certain: I wanted to become a lawyer. However, 
I struggled to determine what I should study to achieve that goal. I questioned whether I should 
choose a major directly related to law or something I simply enjoyed. Over time, I realized that 
the answer wasn’t just about the major itself, but about the skills and mindset I developed along 
the way. 

Throughout high school, I have learned that time management, accountability, and perseverance 
are essential skills that will remain with me long after graduation. These lessons became 
especially important as I balanced academics, extracurricular activities, and personal 
responsibilities. I came to understand that success is not just about ability, but about discipline 
and consistency. Learning to overcome procrastination and stay focused has prepared me for the 
demands of my future career. My future career goals are to attend the University of California, 
Irvine, and earn my bachelor’s degree in political science. During my time there, I hope to 
strengthen my understanding of government, law, and public policy while continuing to develop 
my critical thinking and communication skills. After completing my undergraduate degree, I plan 
to attend law school, where I will gain the knowledge and training necessary to pursue a career 
as a lawyer. 

I plan to pursue a degree in political science because I am deeply interested in 
understanding how laws, government, and public policies shape people’s everyday lives. I have 
seen how decisions made by those in power can directly impact individuals’ opportunities, 
rights, and access to resources. This has motivated me to want to better understand how these 
systems operate and how they can be improved. Political science will allow me to develop strong 
critical thinking skills, analyze multiple perspectives, and construct well-supported arguments. 
My ultimate goal is to become a lawyer. This career is important to me because it will allow me 
to advocate for others and stand up for those who may not always have a voice. I am especially 
passionate about helping my community by ensuring that people understand their rights and have 
access to fair representation. I believe that everyone deserves to be heard and treated with 
fairness, and I want to play a role in making that possible. 

In addition, I enjoy speaking, debating, and working through complex issues. These are 
skills I have already begun to develop through my experiences, and I am eager to continue 
strengthening them in college and beyond. The legal profession requires precision, dedication, 
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and the ability to manage significant responsibilities under pressure. By building strong habits 
now, I am preparing myself to meet those challenges. 

Overall, studying political science is the first step toward achieving my goal of becoming 
a lawyer and making a meaningful impact. I want to use my education not only to build a 
successful career but also to contribute to a more just and equitable society. I am committed to 
continuing to grow, learn, and work hard so that I can make a difference in the lives of others. 
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Parent/guardian name, address, telephone

Brawley Union High School
480 N. Imperial Ave.

Crs-ID Course Title Mark Att/Cmp

.
Student ID

Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID

Brawley, CA 92227

March 20, 2026

Transcript of Student Progress

(760) 312-5819

Grd 9 Summer 21-22 Brawley Union High School
Engl ElectiveEN715 P 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 5.00 Cmp: 5.00 AGPA: 0.00
Grd 9 Fall 22-23 Brawley Union High School

p Honors Eng 1EN107A A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Span GrammarFL105A A 5.00 5.00

TutorialHR101 CR 1.00 1.00
Freshman SeminaHR201 A 5.00 5.00

p Integrated Math 1MA210A A 5.00 5.00
PE 1PE105 A 5.00 5.00

p BiologySC301A A+ 5.00 5.00
Credit Att: 31.00 Cmp: 31.00 AGPA: 4.17

Grd 9 Spring 22-23 Brawley Union High School
p Honors Eng 1EN107B A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Span GrammarFL105B A- 5.00 5.00

TutorialHR101 CR 1.00 1.00
Freshman SeminaHR201 A 5.00 5.00

p Integrated Math 1MA210B A 5.00 5.00
PE 1PE105 A+ 5.00 5.00
SwimPE608 P 2.50 2.50

p BiologySC301B A 5.00 5.00
Credit Att: 33.50 Cmp: 33.50 AGPA: 4.17

Grd 10 Fall 23-24 Brawley Union High School
p Honors Eng 2EN207A A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p AP Spanish LangFL203 A+ 5.00+ 5.00

TutorialHR101 CR 1.00 1.00
p IntegMath2MA220A A 5.00 5.00

PE 2PE205 A 5.00 5.00
p ChemistrySC401A B 5.00 5.00
p AP World HistSS107 A+ 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 31.00 Cmp: 31.00 AGPA: 4.33
Grd 10 Spring 23-24 Brawley Union High School
p Honors Eng 2EN207B A+ 5.00+ 5.00

p AP Spanish LangFL203 A- 5.00+ 5.00
TutorialHR101 CR 1.00 1.00

p IntegMath2MA220B A 5.00 5.00
PE 2PE205 A 5.00 5.00
SwimPE608 P 2.50 2.50
Leader/SpiritSA103 P 2.50 2.50

p ChemistrySC401B A 5.00 5.00
p AP World HistSS107 A 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 36.00 Cmp: 36.00 AGPA: 4.50
Grd 11 Fall 24-25 Brawley Union High School

p AP Eng LanguageEN308A A 5.00+ 5.00
p Graphic DesignFA209 A 5.00 5.00

TutorialHR101 CR 1.00 1.00
p IntegMath3MA230A A- 5.00 5.00

Leader/SpiritSA103 P 2.50 2.50
p Anat & Phys - HSC505 A- 5.00+ 5.00
p Ap Us HistorySS207 B- 5.00+ 5.00
p AP PsychologySS505 A 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 33.50 Cmp: 33.50 AGPA: 4.50
Grd 11 Spring 24-25 Brawley Union High School
p AP Eng LanguageEN308B A 5.00+ 5.00
p Graphic DesignFA209 A 5.00 5.00

TutorialHR101 CR 1.00 1.00
p IntegMath3MA230B A 5.00 5.00
p Anat & Phys - HSC505 A 5.00+ 5.00
p Ap Us HistorySS207 A 5.00+ 5.00
p AP PsychologySS505 A 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 31.00 Cmp: 31.00 AGPA: 4.67
Grd 12 Fall 25-26 Brawley Union High School

p AP English LitEN407A A 5.00+ 5.00
TutorialHR101 CR 1.00 1.00
Leader/SpiritSA103 P 2.50 2.50

p AP Env ScienceSC510 A 5.00+ 5.00
p AP PhysicsSC520 A 5.00+ 5.00

p G/Hon Civics -HSS309B A- 5.00+ 5.00
Credit Att: 23.50 Cmp: 23.50 AGPA: 5.00

Work in Progress- Brawley Union High School
p AP English LitEN407B 5.00+ 0.00

TutorialHR101 0.00 0.00
p AP Env ScienceSC510 5.00+ 0.00
p AP PhysicsSC520 5.00+ 0.00
p G/Hon Civics -HSS309A 5.00+ 0.00

Unscheduled PerUN101 0.00* 0.00
Unscheduled PerUN101 0.00* 0.00
Total Credit: 20.00

4.45

School Enter: 8/22/2022

Weighted
r = Repeated

Test Taken Score
AP: US History

AP: Psychology
AP: Spanish Language
AP: World History: Modern

District Enter: 8/22/2022

Ranked by Weighted Academic GPA

Non-Wgtd

AP: English Lang & Comp05/25

Isabel Silva-District Registrar
Signature:

* = Non Academic + = Honors (weighted) p = College Prep

Date:

224.50Credit Attempted:
224.50Credit Completed:

Class Rank:
Class Size:

2
444

Class of 2026

Date
05/25

05/25
05/24
05/24

3
2
4
2

10-12 Rank: 2

Acad GPA (9-12)

Total GPA (9-12)
Acad GPA (10-12)

4.45
4.57

3.95

3.95
3.93

Date Event Hours
Community Service 15.00

2

6144916768State ID#

Course Tags:

03/20/2026

Needed
CREDIT SUMMARY

Credit Req'd ComplSubject Area
English 40.00 35.00 5.00
Math 30.00 30.00 -
World Cultures 10.00 10.00 -
US History 10.00 10.00 -
Civics 10.00 5.00 5.00
Science (Life) 10.00 10.00 -
PE 20.00 20.00 -
Art/ForeignLang/CTE 10.00 10.00 -
Science (Physical) 10.00 10.00 -
Electives 70.00 84.50 -
* TOTALS * 220.00 224.50 10.00
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 BRAWLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
 480 NORTH IMPERIAL AVENUE, BRAWLEY, CA  92227 * (760) 312-5819 * FAX (760) 312-6064 

 http://www.brawleyhigh.org 
 “Excellence is Our Standard” 

 SIMON CANALEZ  JESSE SANCHEZ  GREG SMITH 
 Superintendent  Principal  Assistant Principal 

 February, 20206 

 To Whom It May Concern, 

 It is my privilege to recommend  as a candidate for consideration to receive a 
 scholarship. As  former teacher, I have had the opportunity to witness  academic ability, 
 leadership, and character.  is an outstanding student, consistently demonstrating a strong 
 commitment to excellence and making an impactful contribution to  community. 

 has excelled academically at our school, earning a weighted GPA over 4.0 for the last three 
 years. This is a reflection of  academic skills, work ethic, and determination. In my class, besides 
 doing well on assessments,  consistently engaged in classroom discussions, contributed insightful 
 perspectives, and collaborated well with  peers. In any learning environment  would take the 
 initiative to ask for feedback because she values understanding and making progress as a student 
 more than the final grade. 

 Beyond the classroom,  has demonstrated impressive involvement in a wide range of 
 extracurricular activities.  has been a member of Mock Trial and has sharpened  communication 
 skills through participation in the Migrant Program’s Speech and Debate competitions. As a member of 
 Varsity Cheer and the Junior Elks Club,  has shown both school spirit and a commitment to 
 teamwork and service. Additionally,  has volunteered  time at local elementary school fundraiser 
 carnivals, demonstrating a desire to give back to  community.  leadership, maturity, and 
 positive influence are widely recognized on our campus.  is respected by both peers and staff for 

 integrity, and strong sense of responsibility. Whether working collaboratively in group settings or 
 doing tasks independently,  consistently upholds the highest standards of character. 

 I am confident that  will bring the same level of enthusiasm, dedication, and excellence to a 
 college community as  has to ours.  is also the type of individual that will make the most of every 
 opportunity to help  pay for college and  will be thankful. It is for these reasons that I offer 

 my highest recommendation, without reservation. 

 Sincerely, 

 Social Studies Teacher 
 Brawley Union High School 

 BRAWLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 Tony Leon      Gloria Santillan      Estella Sanchez-Galvan     Karin Morgan     Joel Gonzalez 
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To whom it may concern,  
 
It is my pleasure to recommend   for any Scholarship. As  AP Physics 
1 teacher and Mock Trial coach, I have had the privilege of working closely with  
in both academic and competitive settings. Through these experiences, I have come to 
know  as a student of remarkable dedication, integrity, and character. 
 
Academically,  ranks near the top of  class, with a cumulative GPA of 4.39. In 
my classroom,  consistently demonstrates curiosity, a strong work ethic, and 
intellectual maturity.  actively participates in discussions, asks questions to deepen 
discussions, and collaborates effectively with  peers during labs.  genuinely 
cares about learning, not just achieving a grade. 
 
What truly sets  apart is  kindness.  regularly assists classmates and 
takes pride in helping those around  succeed. This is evident in  dedication to our 
Mock Trial team. As a key member,  devoted countless hours to reading case 
materials, refining arguments, preparing objections, and mentoring new members to 
ensure our team was competition ready. Whether staying late after school, guiding 
teammates, or stepping into leadership roles when needed,  consistently 
demonstrated selflessness. 
 

 leadership extends well beyond Mock Trial. As Acting President of the Antler 
Program, an ASB member, a former Commissioner of Spirit, and an active participant in 
numerous clubs and sports,  has made meaningful contributions to our school 
community.  leads by example through kindness, consistency, and respect for 
others. 
 

 has my highest recommendation for any academic scholarships.  has 
demonstrated the qualities we look for in all students.  does not see failures as 
failures; they are just additional hurdles to overcome to reach the next stage in  life. 

 endless curiosity and willingness to take risks led me to think there will be no limit to 
 growth and achievements in college and beyond. Please don't hesitate to contact 

me at isruiz@brawleyhigh.org if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Israel Ruiz 
Physics Teacher 
Brawley Union High School 
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Growing up as a first-generation student and English learner in an agricultural town with 
limited STEM opportunities, the expected path was clear: graduate, attend community college, 
and stay in the valley to work. Although my family assumed I would follow a more traditional 
career, I knew engineering was the path I wanted to pursue. I'm determined to use my education 
to design technology that develops solutions to address real problems affecting communities like 
mine. 

Throughout my school years, many outdoor activities and recess periods were frequently 
canceled. When I asked for an explanation, I was told it was due to poor air conditions. One 
morning, while watching the local news, a report stated that Imperial County had recently 
received a failing grade for its unhealthy air quality. At that moment, I knew I had to stand up 
and advocate for my community.   

Motivated to act, I reached out to Centro Civico del Valle, a local environmental rights 
group, where I conducted research about pollution. I collected and interpreted data to create 
infographics and deliver presentations that educated our community. Our work led us to 
Washington, D.C. Standing in front of policymakers, I voiced the concerns of many families and 
children suffering from pollution-related health issues. We secured funds for clean-air programs 
and the first EV charging stations in our town. This experience was a turning point in my life as 
it shaped my connection to my engineering interest and inspired me to design products that 
protect both communities and the environment. 

 In high school, I explored robotics for years, building and programming robots for 
competitions, but one issue kept recurring: the batteries. This part of our robot limited our ability 
to test and improve our designs, which led my curiosity to research how batteries could be made 
more efficient and sustainable. I learned that lithium plays a crucial role in a battery’s energy 
capacity, and saw a direct connection to my own community. Imperial County is becoming the 
center of the “Lithium Valley Project,” extracting lithium from the Salton Sea for lithium-ion 
batteries. While the project brings jobs and economic growth, residents are concerned about its 
environmental impact. Recognizing the potential benefits and risks, I was inspired to seek 
solutions to make batteries more sustainable, balancing innovation with environmental 
responsibility. 

My interest in sustainable energy continued to grow through academic and research 
opportunities. During the summer of 2024, I was selected to participate in the University of the 
Pacific’s summer program, where I researched, designed, and prototyped a sustainable energy 
solution that generated renewable electricity from hydroelectric power. This project opened my 
mind to the responsibilities I have to support California’s net-zero climate and transition to a 
more sustainable energy through innovation. 

I’m more conscious of the responsibility I carry as a future engineer.  I’m enthusiastic 
about working with other disciplines and professionals to make a net-zero climate a reality.  I 
want to be part of the next generation of engineers developing safer, longer-lasting, and efficient 
batteries and designing energy storage systems for electric transportation to support cleaner 
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energy systems and help communities transition toward a healthier, more sustainable future 
across Southern California. 
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

ATTACHMENT 2 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY APPLICATIONS:

201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 
210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218 
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SCAG Personal Statement 

I am from the city of Paramount which is a working class community in Southeast Los 
Angeles County where industry and neighborhoods exist side by side. Growing up in 
this area I quickly became observant of my surrounding environment.Many of the 
companies near my home released strong metallic fumes, a smell so penetrating even a 
young kid like me knew it was wrong.Trucks drove through my streets every day. Air 
quality warnings were common and members in the community became desensitized to 
them. Even before I understood policy or urban planning I wondered why communities 
like mine seemed to face more environmental harm. Why were polluting industries 
placed so close to our homes and schools? Who decided that this was acceptable? 

These questions led me to urban planning. I learned that cities are shaped by decisions 
about what to put where like transportation and streets and industries. One of my 
councelors told me that streets, bus routes, laws, etc. are not random. They reflect 
priorities and power. I began to see that what felt normal in my community was the 
result of urban planning choices made over time without asking from residents like us. 
This realization only sparked a stronger desire in me to fix these red flags that were 
once hidden by ignorance on the subject. I devoted myself to helping my community 
and other small minority areas left behind. 

I rely on the bus to get around so transportation has also shaped my interest in this 
field. I have experienced long wait times and disconnected routes that make short trips 
take much longer than they should. A ten minute car drive easily being the same as a 
35+ minute bus trip. With the fear surrounding immigration enforcement….. public 
transportation has felt even more important and at times more stressful. Reliable 
transit is about more than just convenience it stems deeper than this. It is about safety 
and access to work and school and dignity. I learned that these transportation 
challenges are also planning issues tied to funding and decision making. 

Through my involvement with East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice which 
is a non profit in my area I gained a deeper understanding of how planning connects to 
health and equity. I learned about the harms caused by freeway construction in 
Southeast Los Angeles and how communities have organized to fight pollution East 
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Yard showed me that planning is technical AND political AND deeply connected to 
community voice. Residents can demand change when they are informed and 
organized. My experience with East Yard helped me be part of this change and see its 
e ects within a community inspiring me to continue and reach for bigger dreams. 

I am interested in community planning and environmental justice. I want to understand 
how urban planning decisions a ect local neighborhoods especially those that have 
faced long term neglect like my own. I am interested in how policy and infrastructure 
(like our streets and bridges and buildings and much more) can either lead to more 
inequality or help create healthier communities. An increased knowledge in this field 
would only fuel me closer to achieving the visions I see for change. 

In the future, I hope to work closely with communities to improve environmental 
conditions and transportation systems. I am still exploring whether that path will lead 
me into government, public administration or community based organizations. Right 
now I am drawn to working directly with community and supporting grassroots e orts. 
Over time, I would like to influence policy and decisions in a larger way so we all can 
make progress together. 

My long term goal is to return to my city of Paramount (if I can) or cities like mine and 
contribute to real improvements. Cleaner air and Reliable transit and Safer streets. 
Public spaces that bring people together. Changes that would unite and create better 
environments for future generations and my family and friends and community now. 
Higher education is an important step in building the skills and knowledge I need to 
make that impact. Urban planning is a very real career interest for me and I am 
committed to putting my all into it. To me urban planning is a passion which I intend to 
pursue and stick with. 
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3-9-26

To Whom It May Concern, 

It is my pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for , who was a student 
in my Pre-Calculus Honors class last year. It was truly both a pleasure and an honor to have 

 in my classroom. 

 is an exceptionally hardworking and dedicated student who consistently went above 
and beyond to ensure  success.  approached challenging mathematical concepts 
with determination and a strong work ethic, never hesitating to put in the extra e ort 
required to fully understand the material.  persistence and commitment to learning 
allowed  to grow tremendously over the course of the year. 

In addition to  strong academic abilities,  works extremely well with others and 
contributes positively to the classroom environment.  collaborates e ectively with 
peers, o ering support and encouragement while also engaging thoughtfully in discussions 
and problem-solving activities.  willingness to participate and contribute helped create 
a productive and inclusive learning atmosphere for everyone in the class. 

Beyond  academic strengths,  demonstrates maturity, responsibility, and a 
genuine desire to succeed.  takes pride in  work and consistently strives to do 
best in everything undertakes. 

I highly recommend  and am confident that  will continue to demonstrate 
the same dedication, perseverance, and positive attitude in  future academic and 
professional endeavors. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Yonaki 
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RE: Letter of Recommendation for  for SCAG Scholarship 

To the SCAG Scholarship Committee,  

I am writing to o er my strongest recommendation for  as an applicant to the 
SCAG Scholarship. I had the opportunity to work closely with  as  mentor and 
supervisor through Hacia el Río, a PhotoVoice initiative on the Los Angeles River organized 
under Just4LA (just4la.org/hacia-el-rio). 

What stands out most about  is  determination to grow and be resilient. has 
largely built  academic foundation through self-directed learning in order to go beyond 
what is asked of  consistently seeks out free educational resources, studies books 
independently and dedicates time to practicing and refining  work. This level of initiative 
reflects both  discipline and  genuine passion for learning.  

During Hacia el Río, participants were asked to reflect on the Los Angeles River through 
photography with an emphasis on ecological themes. went beyond the scope of the 
assignment. In addition to exploring environmental impact  independently researched the 
river’s social history and examined how art can function as a bridge between scientific 
knowledge and public understanding.  presented work with a level of depth and 
synthesis that demonstrated strong critical thinking and a mature approach to creative inquiry. 

 has a rare ability to combine scientific and analytical thinking with artistic expression. 
 is interested not only in how something looks but in how systems function, how 

communities are a ected, how visual storytelling can communicate complex ideas and more. 
This intersection of art + STEM + advocacy feels especially relevant to the current generation 
of urban planners  has told me  hopes to join. It also aligns closely with the 
interdisciplinary mindset that this SCAG scholarship encourages.  is thoughtful, 
hardworking, + deeply motivated.  challenges herself and applies feedback with care and 
continues to push  practice forward. I have no doubt that  will take full advantage of the 
opportunities that this SCAG scholarship will enable  to reach. I could not recommend a 
stronger candidate.  

Please feel free to contact me if you need any additional information stephanie@just4la.org. 

Stephanie Hu, Just4LA, Designer 
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I grew up right by the 188 freeway, close enough that during rush hour you could 

hear cars passing by like a vigorous wind. I’ve spent much of my life on freeways, 

commuting back and forth. It’s during these rides I get to see so much of my city at a 

glance, but what my attention always fixates on is the infrastructure itself. I’d look up and 

down tracing with my eyes the criss-crossing network of overpasses and onramps. The 

way they seem to shoot out of the sky defying gravity yet seem so stable and strong with 

miles upon miles of concrete arteries from a living heart of the people who drive on them 

day in day out. A network of systems I couldn’t help be enthralled with how they worked. 

The way these structures worked together and held so much quiet strength inspired me to 

find strength in myself. 

Finding it meant testing my abilities on a stage bigger than my high school. 

Through math, science and history, my ability to create efficient and effective design 

solutions was only lightly tested. I am deeply passionate about each of these subjects 

alone, however they felt disjointed from one another in a way that I couldn’t figure out 

how to bridge. That was until I reconnected with the same field that entertained me on 

those long evening drives. Learning about how buildings were designed, built, and 

planned was uniquely suited to fulfilling my academic passions. So much so that I 

compete in architectural-design competitions in SkillsUSA, winning bronze at our 

regional competitions and moving on to compete against the entire state. It was in this 

environment, I was exposed to high stakes multi-faceted design problems that were 

nothing short of awe-inspiring. Searching for ways to pull together design specifics, 

structural implications, spatial flow and most importantly to me how people would work 

with and around the built environment I create. It's the mentality of always taking account 
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how people will interact with the environment, be it natural or artificial that I’ve taken to 

heart. When building with a purpose there is no higher call I can aspire to. 

I see a career in civil engineering as an opportunity to take my talents, my skills, 

and goals to build up my community. It is the community that has surrounded me that has 

supported me in finding my interest. From family, teachers, friends, and those I’ve met by 

chance each has imparted upon me the importance of lending a helping hand. Even one 

building I work on is one lasting sign of my dedication towards keeping my community 

strong and safe. For every roof over their head, and solid wall they know they can always 

rely on its goal to never have them question their safety in a structure. For every piece of 

infrastructure that fails, the more dangerous the world becomes. The future I hope to be a 

part of relies on infrastructure that will provide a sustainable balance for ourselves and 

our environment. I hope to be part of a movement of engineers dedicated to modernizing 

and implementing a new wave of sustainably designed infrastructure to keep our 

communities safe for years to come.I am confident in my resolve to strengthen the world 

around me brick by brick.  
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January 29, 2026

To Whom It May Concern:

It is with great pleasure to recommend o for your scholarship. As a school 
counselor at John F. Kennedy High School, I have had the privilege to work closely with 
and have witnessed exceptional academic achievements, adaptability, analytical skills, 
leadership abilities, and unwavering dedication to his personal and academic growth. In the 9th

grade,  quiet demeanor hid a person with great strength and determination. supportive 
nature and practical approach to problem-solving make  a natural leader that others want to 
emulate.  is driven by  desire to go to college and help  family be more financially 
stable.  

is a young  with great determination, drive to succeed and maturity beyond  years.
As part of the Kennedy’s Architecture, Digital Design and Filmmaking magnet,  has 
sharpened  leadership skills by always seeking opportunities to be at the helm of making a 
positive impact on campus, such as being the Historian for PTSA and the Treasurer for our 
SkillsUSA team. Furthermore,  has demonstrated remarkable adaptability in the face of 
life’s challenges.  has shown an impressive ability to adjust  course of action to stay on 
track despite difficulties along the way. Whether facing unexpected changes in academic 
demands or personal circumstances,  remains flexible and open-minded as well as resourceful, 
maximizing  potential despite any setbacks. 

parents have instilled in  the importance of education and hard work. Growing up in 
this environment has fueled  desire to pursue higher education and create a better future for 

 and honor  family’s sacrifices.  is an outstanding student at Kennedy and I know 
will be a great addition to any school  attends.  adaptability, practical mindset and 
resilience will undoubtedly contribute to  success in this program and beyond. I 
wholeheartedly recommend .

Sincerely,  

Lourdes J. Garcia-Meza
JFKHS Counselor
Architecture/Digital Design/Filmmaking Magnet
(818)271-2930

Los Angeles Unified School District
Educational Service Center, North

John F. Kennedy High School
11254 Gothic Avenue, Granada Hills, CA 91344
818-271-2900  Fax 818-368-9527

Alberto M. Carvalho
Superintendent of Schools

Oscar Vazquez
Principal
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March 19, 2026 

To whom it may concern, 

In August 2023,  walked into my Architecture classroom with confidence and a level 
of seriousness I have rarely seen in my architecture program. It was clear that  knew exactly who 

 was and what  wanted to be the moment  walked through the door.  It was refreshing to 
meet someone, at that age, so confident in   Since that sophomore year in my architecture 
program,  has not slowed for a second.  has been a dynamic addition to my program and 
intends to be a civil engineer.  The quality of  work has helped  stand out.   craves 
information. Even though  started strong,  has shown growth with each of  projects and has 
become one of my most talented students during the past three years.  has a strong energy 
that has helped  become a star in my architecture program. 

During  first year in my program,  was one of eleven students chosen to participate in a 
school district-funded architectural trip to New York City.  In one week,  learned about the world of 
architecture, the built environment, art, and food, and how those elements shape a city's culture. 
returned to my architecture program with a vault of knowledge and an understanding of 
responsibility as a future civil engineer.  The New York trip was life-changing for 

Currently a senior in my Architectural Design Capstone class,  has developed unique and 
thoughtful projects. contemplation space assignment reflected  strength of character. 
applied  advanced knowledge of Revit to create a thoughtful space that told  personal story 
visually.  With  latest assignment, an art museum,  has leaned into  experiences in New 
York to affect  design in unique ways.  remains one of my strongest students. 

This year,  is President of our school’s SkillsUSA chapter, which I advise.  SkillsUSA is a 
National Career Technology Student Organization that offers skill and leadership training, as well as 
local, State, and National competitions in over 100 different contest areas.  In addition to leading our 
chapter’s leadership team,  recently competed in the Architectural Design competition at the 
regional level.   was one of the handful of students who earned the right to compete at the State 
conference, which will be held in Ontario, California, next month.  I have no concerns about 
future success. 

 is a driven student who knows exactly what  wants and is aware of how to achieve it.  
is a student who will find college to be a perfect outlet for  many talents.  I highly recommend 

.  If there are any questions regarding this applicant, please call me at (818) 601-
8438. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron Kahlenberg 
Architecture Teacher/SkillsUSA Advisor 
John F. Kennedy High School 

11254 Gothic Avenue – Granada Hills, California 91344   (818) 271-2900

Sincerely, 
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, SCAG Scholarship Program Personal Statement 

The summer heat was visible, rising from the pavement in what seemed to be waves. 
Despite this, the seniors still made their daily bus commute to the senior center. Without any 
shelter from the blinding sun, they waited, hoping that the Metro would arrive on time. The 
Koreatown community has always had a special place in my heart, as they always encouraged 
me to speak up, whether it was preparing for debate competitions or teaching me about protest 
art. The elders especially were always supportive of my dreams and made it feel as if it was 
home. These mentors had given me more agency, and the confidence to speak up for what was 
right. When I found out about these challenges, I wanted to do what I could with two peers to 
advocate for changes with their transportation by bringing this up to the Metro. We wanted to 
become the platform in which our elders could voice their concerns. On Zoom calls, I drafted a 
letter to the Metro noting our observations and the experiences of our seniors. At the Koreatown 
community center, I also documented bus arrival and departure times nearby them. By 
volunteering, I also got to know the elders there, surveying their experience with the Metro 
buses. The data and survey responses aligned, and I wanted to use this to allow the Metro to truly 
understand the impacts of the lack of sheltering structures and fluctuating arrival/departure times. 
The letters and data led Metro to hold a traffic hearing with us, the first hearing of its kind since 
2016. I voiced the concerns of our Koreatown community to the Metro officials, opening the 
conversation to positive change. I was encouraged to see how important community input is in 
bringing about changes in policy. By advocating for our community, we had contributed to the 
partnership between City Council and a company that would build and maintain three-thousand 
bus shelters across Los Angeles. We also received mayoral recognition of our advocacy for the 
city of Los Angeles. Imagining how much change in cities could occur from just people speaking 
up, I plan to continue speaking as an advocate for my community in receiving improved services 
and encouraging others to do so as well. Learning about the challenges that the seniors 
experienced made me curious about how these experiences could have affected their well-being. 
As a student interested in the intersection between neuroscience and transportation justice, in 
college, I hope to continue advocating for a built environment that is adjusted to meet the needs 
of all age groups. An important example is that structures that shelter from the sun are crucial in 
areas that struggle with the heat island effect, where urban areas experience higher temperatures 
due to greater areas of pavement and buildings. The structures could be easy preventative 
measures for health implications like heat stroke, dehydration and even neuroinflammation. 
Making everything more accessible to everyone to encourage mobility would also include 
understanding the environment in terms of the human brain. By analyzing how humans respond 
to cities with different transportation plans, my peers and policymakers will be able to 
collaborate in finding alternative transportation strategies that could make them more 
comfortable and low-stress for the young and old. With all the more agency and confidence that I 
can work to influence positive change, I will continue to speak up and support my community. 
As an aspiring physician, I hope to support future cities built around health, and shape my city by 
advocating for neighborhood designs that are adjusted to social determinants of one’s health.  
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March 16, 2026  

Letter of Recommendation: 

Dear Scholarship Committee Member(s): 

Working with  over the years has been an absolute privilege. I have had the opportunity to witness navigate both 
extraordinary academic challenges and profound personal experiences with grace, insight, and determination.  academic 
drive is remarkable. While the average student carries six courses per year,  consistently challenged  with seven to eight 
classes. Numerous times I encouraged  to take fewer courses, expressing concern for  mental health, as I knew the demands of 
such a rigorous schedule combined with multiple extracurricular commitments could be overwhelming. Each time I raised this 
concern,  would smile confidently and say, “Don’t worry Ms. Gonzalez. I promise I’m ok. I can do this.”  would go on to 
explain  love of learning,  desire to explore ideas deeply, and  commitment to truly understanding each subject  studies. 
Mathematically,  does not rank in the top ten percent of  class, but if I were to consider  dedication, intellectual curiosity, and 
academic growth without numbers, I would place  in the top three percent of students I have ever known.  resilience 
extends beyond  coursework. During  tenth grade year,  experienced the loss of both of  paternal grandparents. This 
period of grief made  daily responsibilities feel particularly heavy, and  confronted firsthand the emotional weight that health 
crises impose on families. This was the first time  ever earned a C in a class. Rather than succumbing to overwhelm, 
transformed  pain into purpose.  joined Teen Line, a teen-to-teen mental health hotline, where  provided critical emotional 
support to peers in crisis. In this role, honed skills foundational to clinical care, including active listening, empathy, 
communication, and cultural sensitivity.  passion for mental health is rooted in personal understanding, and  is eager to explore 
how fields like neuroscience and psychology intersect with clinical care, especially in underrepresented and multilingual communities. 

 has also demonstrated extraordinary empathy, patience, and courage in navigating complex social challenges. One of our 
students, who struggles with understanding social boundaries, became persistently infatuated with  This student followed 
to school, church, and even community activities, creating an ongoing and stressful situation.  responded not with fear or 
anger, but with thoughtfulness and generosity.  prioritized  own safety while considering the student’s perspective, choosing not 
to seek punitive measures and instead collaborating with families and school administration to create boundaries. Despite this 
challenge continuing for over three years,  maintained focus on  academics, extracurriculars, and personal growth. This 
experience inspired  to explore psychology more deeply, prompting  to take a semester psychology course at school and an 
introductory psychology course at our local community college. Despite informing  that we as a high school would not provide 
credit for  community college course,  did it anyway to further  own learning. Through these experiences,  solidified 
passion for understanding human behavior and brain function.  also advocated constructively for curriculum improvements in our 
school psychology course, demonstrating  ability to combine insight, evidence, and diplomacy to create meaningful change. 
advocacy and leadership can also be seen in  various extracurricular activities. In Model United Nations,  has taken on multiple 
high-responsibility roles, mentoring younger students, chairing conferences, and initiating a disaster preparedness program for 
children.  is a lifelong violinist, performing nationally and internationally, including in Austria and the Czech Republic.  is 
also fluent in  and has leveraged  language skills in translation roles through the Culver City Sister City Committee Iksan 
Exchange Program. ability to navigate multilingual and multicultural spaces will be invaluable in professions where 
communication and cultural understanding are critical.  combines intellectual brilliance with compassion, empathy, and a drive 
to make a difference.  has faced grief, social challenges, and rigorous academic demands while maintaining  dedication to 
learning, service, and leadership.  exemplifies resilience, initiative, and insight, and  has repeatedly demonstrated that nothing 
can deter  from achieving  goals. I wholeheartedly recommend  for this scholarship.  will enrich any community 
joins with  intelligence, curiosity, leadership, and dedication to service.  comes with my highest recommendation, and I am 
confident  will thrive in any academic or professional environment  chooses. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Dalila Gonzalez, Counselor | Culver City High School 
dalilagonzalez@ccusd.org                                     
(310) 842-4200 ext - 3307
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Personal Statement 

Upon completing my first Lego set, I continued to chase that pride. The difficulty in my 
engineering projects increased as I got older. I began my most costly project, building a 
PC. I tuned into "Linus Tech Tips" and other tech-related channels. These videos could 
not fully satisfy my passion for engineering. I wanted more than explanations from 
engineers; I wanted to apply myself to tangible, real-world issues, with a bigger impact 
than small-scale computer projects. 

I found my first opportunity as an apprentice for a small private mechanical engineering 
company, M&S Equipment. I was put to work sanding base plates, which seemed 
tedious and pointless. During my short 15-minute break, my perspective changed. My 
teacher brought me around the workshop and explained the purpose of the project, the 
machines involved, and where my work would fit in. What started as a 15-minute break 
turned into 30 minutes of questions and learning. Every answer increased my 
fascination and motivation to become an engineer. 

I then had the opportunity to learn at Crane Aerospace & Electronics. I shadowed a 
Senior Hardware Engineering Manager and became familiar with his management over 
Plane's BCU (Break Control Unit) development and design. Spending my time at Crane, 
knowing little about aerospace and electrical engineering, I was a sponge, fascinated by 
components foreign to me. The biggest realization from my time at Crane was the 
importance of innovation and adaptation in technology. 

More recently, I shadowed a Senior Water Resource Control Engineer at the San Diego 
Regional Water Quality Control Board. I was intrigued by the environmental and societal 
benefits that came from this line of work as well as their community. Being a non-profit 
state agency, the employees seem to have a passion and deeper motivation for their 
work, besides the money. 

Engineering is a constant room for new ideas, people, and jobs. Something as 
seemingly negligible as the hardware that interacts with the brakes of a plane requires 
the talent of multiple crews and millions of dollars. The minute details that can be 
overlooked are what fuel my passion for engineering. 

My interest also comes from concern for my family. Since I could remember, every 
summer we would take a trip and visit my family in . has widespread 
access to treated water, but the hidden problem lies in the infrastructure that stores and 
transports it. This realization reshaped my perspective on water, which I had always 
taken for granted. A ten-minute shower uses about 30 gallons–three times what an 
average person in Niger uses in a day. While my experience caused only a weekend of 
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discomfort, millions face daily health risks because clean water is inaccessible or 
unreliable. This issue extends far beyond my own experience. In the Grand Challenges 
for Engineers report, the National Academy of Engineering states, “Overcoming the 
crisis in water and sanitation is one of the  

My experiences revealed how easily we take water for granted while millions lack 
access to the basics. This realization strengthened my passion and inspired me to 
contribute to the NAE Grand Challenge of providing access to clean water, motivating 
me as a civil engineer to design systems that ensure clean, reliable water for all. 
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LO G BEACH POLYTECH IC HIGH SCHOOL 
1600 ATLANTIC AVENUE 
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90813 
(562) 591-0581 ext. 5259

December 26, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Brett Alexander and I am an English teacher, debate coach, and yearbook advisor at Long 

Beach Polytechnic High School. This letter of recommendation is for a wonderfully charming young 

. 

Every so often, I get a chance to have a student in my elective speech class who makes me think, “Wow, I’m 

so glad I got a chance to be around this kid before he or she graduated.”  made me feel this way 

every day  was in my classroom.  dedication to the activities was what made me feel being a teacher was 

great and worthwhile! Then,  applied to be on my yearbook staff, and  been in my room ever since.

 brings a wonderful spirit to everything  undertakes. In class,  excelled in all areas of 

speechmaking. Clearly,  background in as a strong writer put  miles ahead of most of my students, but 

 attention to detail made  an excellent debater. These skills have also come in handy during  time in 

yearbook --  just flat-out talented (and  a gifted athlete, with  stats to show as much).

Sincerity is not a trait lacking in .  works well with others and displays all the signs that 

 would one day be a great teacher. It’s refreshing to be around a student whose honesty and integrity are well 

received by  classmates. So many of my students seem to be too busy for the pleases and thank yous, but not 

 I hope you find room in your program for  I can’t think of a student who is more 

deserving of a shot at the next level. Please give  strong consideration.

Respectfully submitted, 

Brett Alexander 
Teacher/Yearbook Advisor
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To Whom It May Concern: 

I am truly honored to write this recommendation letter for . I have had the 
pleasure of knowing  for over two years. I was  Accelerated English 3–4 teacher 
during the 2023–2024 school year, as well as  AP English Language teacher the 
following 2024–2025 school year. Throughout  high school career, I watched 
grow as both an intellectual and a productive member of society. 

 has incredibly strong time-management skills.  sets high expectations for 
 therefore,  is constantly working to improve  abilities in each area of  life. 
 does an amazing job organizing  time so that  is able to fulfill each minute to 

its maximum potential. This has become a necessity in  life as  continues to take 
an extremely rigorous course load at Long Beach Polytechnic High School, which includes 
several AP and Honors courses through Poly’s renowned magnet program, CIC.  has 
maintained almost all A’s throughout  high school experience.  is also an essential 
member of the varsity  team at Poly, which allows  to become well-rounded and 
reach  goals. 

 has grown exponentially throughout  time at Long Beach Poly.  takes 
constructive criticism and finds a way to become a stronger student based on feedback 
from  teachers. Throughout  academic life,  writing has become much stronger, 
more concise, and more detailed. I have been impressed with his ability and dedication to 
grow as an intellectual and as a person.  is a positive person to be around.  is able 
to make a strenuous or difficult task fun and exciting by recognizing its benefits. Other 
students enjoy working with  as  is friendly and charismatic.  truly thrives in 
every social and academic situation. 

 possesses the skills and dedication to be an asset in any team, school, or 
organization  chooses to join.  is dedicated to  success; therefore,  is willing to 
stay after class to ask clarifying questions.  has an intrinsic motivation to constantly 
improve, and  is willing to work on a challenge until it is no longer one. 

 If you have any further questions, please feel free to email me at: mzobel@lbschools.net. 

Thank you so much for your time, 

Markie Zobel 

English Teacher, Long Beach Polytechnic High School 
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 Growing up, I have always been curious about how certain things function and assist us 

in our daily lives. Roads, transportation, public systems, I’ve been interested in the way that 

engineers can plan and build a community in which people can live. This curiosity sparked my 

interest in two fields, mechanical engineering and civil engineering. This spark moved me to 

pursue a career in engineering, where I can be creative, while helping design systems or 

infrastructure that improve not only the community around me, but those around the world.  

 I’m interested in these fields because not only does it combine the rigorous 

problem-solving that engineers face, but it also allows for a piece of creativity. Sustainability is 

always important when it comes to building something, but I love to create something that 

appears in my mind, and that’s where the true interest sparks in me. I have always enjoyed 

STEM subjects such as physics, engineering, math, and much more. They allow me to think 

critically, and best of all, work in groups. For certain, a project always needs a group, nothing is 

done individually because many minds working together on one idea bring something immense 

and beautiful to the world. Things like transportation, roads, and building structures all rely on 

mechanical engineering to function properly. These systems that are seen everywhere are what 

allow communities to operate and grow.  

 I’m drawn to mechanical engineering specifically, with a small interest in civil 

engineering, because it’s an opportunity where I can contribute to sustainable development. 

Many communities face problems daily, such as population increase, energy demands, and 

reducing things that impact the environment. Engineers play an important role, and I now realize 

that more than ever. Building energy systems, developing more renewable energy, and building 

overall more efficient transportation systems and energy-saving systems. In a world that always 
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struggles, innovations are needed every day to help communities prosper while protecting the 

environment.  

The experiences that surround me have played a big role in my interest in engineering. I 

enjoy courses that apply concepts that really make me think to answer. Through my participation 

in STEM Club, Robotics Club, and STEM-based internships, I keep wanting to learn and create 

more. The creativity needed to build a robot, create a 3D model, or create a simple project out of 

marshmallows and spaghetti is essential to developing technologies. Every day, there is always 

something out with the old and in with the new because the world is constantly changing.  

In the future, I hope to attend a college and study mechanical engineering, or civil 

engineering, but something along the lines where I can create, design, and work together. My 

goal is to gain the knowledge that is essential to developing solutions that could help towns, 

cities, states, continents, and the whole world operate more efficiently. By developing my skills 

after my last high school year, I hope to contribute to the group of engineers that currently help 

create the world I grew up in to this day.  

Ultimately, my long-term goal is not just to get a good career that makes me money, 

instead, I want to leave a positive impact on the world that helped me get to where I am. Those 

little things that I’m surrounded by are what keep me alive and going. Whether I improve 

systems, create new technologies, or improve everyday essentials, I want to think creatively to 

contribute to projects that help us grow. I hope to be a part of a generation of engineers that helps 

create a world for new emerging engineers for the future.  
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Esteemed Scholarship Committee, 

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation in support of  for your Azusa 
Local scholarship consideration, particularly for opportunities available in the field of engineering and related 
STEM disciplines.  I have had the privilege of teaching and mentoring  during  time at Azusa High 
School, where  has consistently displayed  as a motivated, intellectually curious, and highly capable 
student. 

 is an exceptional scholar who has pursued one of the most rigorous academic pathways available to 
 has completed advanced and honors level coursework across mathematics, science, engineering, 

and computer science while maintaining an exemplary academic record.   commitment to excellence is 
reflected not only in  dual enrollment and AP class grades but also in  willingness to challenge himself 
through enrollment in competitive STEM programs.   approaches complex material with persistence and 
confidence and demonstrates a strong ability to apply theoretical concepts to practical, real world problems. 

What truly sets  apart is  passion for engineering and  ability to translate that passion into 
meaningful action.  has been deeply involved in engineering based extracurricular activities, including 
robotics, where  serves in a leadership role as a build lead.  In this position and in  internships,  has 
taken initiative in mechanical design problem solving and collaboration, guiding peers through the construction 
and refinement of competitive robotics systems.  technical skills continue to grow through hands-on 
experience with tools and software such as Fusion 360,  Python, and other design platforms, which  uses 
thoughtfully and effectively. 

In addition to school based programs,  has pursued competitive internships and enrichment 
opportunities that further demonstrate  commitment to engineering. Through internships with City of Hope 
and Leonardo’s Apprentice,  gained exposure to laboratory work, engineering design, and emerging 
technologies, including virtual reality systems developed in partnership with California High Speed Rail. As a 
lead designer,  collaborated with diverse teams, presented complex ideas to large audiences, and 
demonstrated maturity well beyond  years. These experiences highlight  ability to work in professional 
environments while maintaining a strong sense of responsibility and curiosity. 

 is also a leader within his school and community.   balances demanding academic and technical 
commitments with athletics, volunteer service, and outreach programs that support younger students and 
families.   leads with humility and respect as  is consistently recognized by peers as someone who can be 
trusted to follow through and support others.   involvement in a program such as Upward Bound TRIO 
reflects both  first generation college aspirations and  desire to give back to  community. 

 possesses the intellectual ability, work ethic, and character that engineering focused scholarships 
seek to support.  is disciplined, analytical, and creative with a genuine enthusiasm for learning and 
innovation.  I am confident that  will excel in an engineering program and will use the opportunities provided 
by scholarship support to make a meaningful impact in  field and beyond. 

I give  my highest recommendation without reservation. Please feel free to contact me if additional 
information would be helpful. 

Andres Del Real 
Azusa High School Engineering Teacher
Citrus College Engineering Professor 
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Azusa High School 
240 N. Cerritos Avenue 
Azusa, California 91702 

Gabriel Fernandez,  Principal 

Kara Duros, Assistant Principal Rob Velasco, Assistant Principal 

Edith Garcia Galvan, Assistant Principal 

Feb 10, 2026 

Dear Scholarship Selection Committee, 

It is my pleasure to recommend for your scholarship award. As  Physics 
teacher and Robotics advisor, I have seen  excel in both academic and extracurricular 
settings;  is a motivated, disciplined, and team-minded student. 

 is an exceptional student who challenges  through rigorous coursework, 
including multiple AP and honors classes, dual enrollment through the Early College Program, 
and advanced studies in Engineering, Computer Science, and Physics. With a weighted GPA of 
4.69,  demonstrates strong intellectual ability, perseverance, and an outstanding work ethic. 

 approaches complex material with curiosity and determination, often seeking understanding 
beyond course expectations. 

Equally impressive is how  applies  abilities beyond the classroom.  has pursued 
real-world STEM opportunities through internships such as the City of Hope V.E.R.T. Program, 
Leonardo’s Apprentice, and STEM Robotics. Through these experiences,  served as a 
designer on a virtual reality project and contributed to hardware development, demonstrating 
leadership, creativity, and effective collaboration with peers and professionals. 

 is deeply committed to service and leadership within  school and community.  
has volunteered with elementary schools, STEM outreach programs, and community events, 
inspiring younger students through mentorship. As a JV Soccer Captain and an active member 
of Robotics, STEM Club, and Interact Club,  balances academics, athletics, and service with 
maturity and humility. 

As a first-generation, college-bound student,  has proactively sought 
opportunities that strengthened  time management, communication, and leadership skills in 
preparation for higher education.  goal of pursuing mechanical engineering is supported by 
rigorous preparation, positioning  well for success in a demanding college engineering 
environment.  is respectful, dependable, and driven by a genuine desire to learn and 
contribute. I offer  my strongest recommendation. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Joel Montes de Oca (Azusa High School Teacher - Physics, Computer Science) 
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October 30, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am recommending  for admission to your program. I have had the pleasure of 
teaching and working with  in Honors Chemistry for the past year. During that time,  has 
impressed me with  curiosity, engagement in discussion, love of learning, and enthusiasm for 
hands‑on laboratory work. 

 approaches the classroom with genuine curiosity.  asks thoughtful questions that enhance 
our classroom discussion.  is both an active contributor and a respectful listener:  builds on 
others’ ideas, introduces relevant evidence or connections, and helps keep conversations 
focused and productive.  
What sets  apart is excitement for experiential learning. When presented with lab 
experiments or hands-on projects, dives in eagerly — proposing hypotheses, designing 
careful procedures, and troubleshooting when results deviate from expectations.  curiosity 
led to clearer results and a richer class discussion about experimental design. 
Equally important,  is collaborative and encouraging.  gladly shares  ideas and insights 
during group work and contributes to a positive classroom culture.  demeanor is curious, 
upbeat, and focused — qualities that make both a pleasure to teach and a positive 
influence on classmates. 
In short, combines intellectual curiosity, good discussion skills, and a hands-on 
enthusiasm for scientific inquiry. I am confident  will thrive in a program that values active 
learning and collaborative investigation.  
If you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Edela Muldong 
Science Teacher 
edela.muldong@lausd.net 
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March 18, 2026 

SCAG Scholarship Committee 
Southern California Association of Governments 
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Re: Letter of Recommendation for  — 2026 SCAG Scholarship Program 

Dear Members of the Scholarship Committee, 

I write to offer my strongest recommendation for  as a candidate for the 2026 
SCAG Scholarship. I am an elected member of the Santa Monica City Council, and I have had 
the privilege of getting to know  through  active engagement in our local polity. In my 
time serving on the Council, I have encountered few young people—and frankly, few people of 
any age—who demonstrate the depth of commitment to planning, public policy, and democratic 
participation that  brings to everything he does. 

I first came to know  through  regular attendance and testimony at Santa Monica City 
Council meetings, where  has been a consistent and thoughtful voice on housing, 
transportation, and land use policy. This alone would be remarkable for a high school student. 
But  does not simply show up—  arrives prepared, engages substantively with the policy 
questions before the Council, and communicates  positions with deep clarity and composure. 

 has published op-eds in local media on Santa Monica housing policy, contributing original 
analysis and advocacy to the public discourse in our city. And  has volunteered as an advocate 
with Santa Monica Forward—a local organization at the forefront of land use and transportation 
policy. These are not the actions of a student checking a box or fulfilling a class requirement; 
they reflect a genuine and deeply held sense of civic responsibility. 

What impresses me most about  is that  does not wait for opportunities—  creates them. 
At Crossroads High School,  leads both the Public Transportation and Urbanism Club and the 
Get Out the Vote Club. Through the former,  organized a speaker series featuring transit 
advocates, local elected officials, and policy experts, bringing real-world planning conversations 
directly to  peers.  gathered data through schoolwide surveys and advocated at every level 
of school administration to secure Metro GoPass transit passes for  fellow high school 
students. Through  election work,  organized ballot measure information sessions and voter 
registration drives during the 2024 election cycle, and is now training the next generation of 
student leaders to continue that work after  graduates. Taken together,  experiences reflect a 
young person who has already begun building the interdisciplinary foundation that careers in 
regional planning, public administration, and sustainable development require. 

SCAG’s scholarship program exists to invest in the next generation of leaders who will shape 
how Southern California plans, builds, and governs.  is precisely the kind of 
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young person this program was designed to support.  is intellectually rigorous, civic-minded, 
empathetic, and wise beyond  years.  does not merely study the issues that matter to our 
region—  engages with them, organizes around them, and inspires  peers to do the same. I 
recommend  without reservation. 

Sincerely, 

Jesse Zwick 
Mayor Pro Tempore, City of Santa Monica 
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Letter of Recommendation for 

Juan Matute
Deputy Director 
UCLA Institute of Transportation Studies 
jmatute@ucla.edu  
March 4, 2026 

SCAG Scholarship Selection Committee 
Southern California Association of Governments 
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

To the Selection Committee: 

I am writing to formally recommend  for the SCAG Scholarship Program. As a 
professional transportation researcher and former member of the California Transit Transformation 
Task Force, I have observed  participation in policy discussions that have regional relevance. 

 stands out for  proactive engagement with urban planning. While a junior in high school, 
became involved with a local community-based organization focused on transit-oriented 
development and housing supply in Santa Monica. In my interactions with  through this group, I 
have seen  communicate with a level of technical literacy usually reserved for professionals. 
does not merely advocate;  engages deeply with the underlying policy and local zoning. 

 ability to contribute to public discourse is evident in  published writing. In  recent Santa 
Monica Next op-ed, "Santa Monica’s New Council is Delivering a Safe, Affordable City," 
provided a grounded analysis of how local governance impacts regional affordability. 

This Fall,  invited me to be a guest speaker at the Crossroads School Public Transportation and 
Urbanism Club's lunch-hour meeting. I was particularly impressed by the inquisitive environment 
cultivated among high-schoolers who were reliant on the Metro E line and bus for their travels to 
and from school.  moderated a rigorous Q&A session with the students.  had helped many 
of these students when  worked to secure GoPasses for  peers by gathering survey data and 
presenting a formal case to school administrators.  

 possesses the intellectual curiosity and discipline to make significant contributions to the field 
of urban planning in Southern California. I recommend  without reservation. 

Sincerely, 

Juan Matute
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Personal Statement 

As I stared at the proposal in front of me, a battle waged in my mind. Out of the $50,000 

funding request, more than half was allocated to staffing– full-time salaries for four months– 

while this summer's pickleball program lasted only two. As part of a participatory budgeting 

process, youth like me could submit ideas for summer youth programs that would eventually be 

voted on and funded by our city. But within the process was competition; only $550,000 in 

funding, and 25 programs vying for the money. And as a member of the steering committee, 

officially arbitrating the funding process, what could I do? Risk the success of one summer 

program by cutting the funding for staffing hours, or overfund this program and let others fall by 

the wayside? 

As I mulled over that proposal, I realized the decision wasn’t as simple as weighing cost 

alone; other factors were at play. Investigating further, I found the non-profit was small, with 

proportionally lower overall costs. It was also deeply rooted in equity—it was run by and for 

marginalized youth—and, most importantly, had a proven track record. I cast my vote in favor of 

approving the funding, opting for a program with a high likelihood of success. While the staffing 

costs were high, I recognized that this program was  certain to deliver on its promises. When 

summer came, I was proud to see that higher cost justified; the program quickly became the most 

successful of the process, serving a record number of at-risk youth. 

During my senior year, after a summer internship with the Port of Long Beach first 

sparked an interest in logistics and public administration, I was appointed as a district 

representative to the Long Beach Youth Advisory Council. During my time on the council, I’ve 

had opportunities to plan city-wide events, speak on televised roundtable discussions, and 
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influence the distribution of our youth fund. I’ve researched deep into census data to understand 

what areas of my community are historically underserved and need targeted support, and spent 

hours on the phone with city council members advocating for sustainable spending habits. 

During that time, I’ve been forced to make tough choices. As a member of the steering 

committee for our local participatory budgeting process, I’ve not only had to balance funding 

different programs, but also had to coordinate venues and research vendors willing to accept the 

thirty-day waiting period to be paid by the City, and navigated the transportation difficulties of 

busing event participants to distant event sites. But through the swirling tides of city style guides 

and red tape, I learned what makes one project worth funding, and another not. It’s taught me 

that real governance isn’t about lofty speeches and unrealistic legislation, but the hard, thankless 

work that keeps nonprofits funded and youth programs functioning.  

It's been experiences like these that have set me on a path towards public service. To that 

end, in college, I plan to study political science for my undergraduate degree, and then obtain a 

Master's of Public Administration in grad school. After graduating, I intend to pursue a role in 

the Long Beach Office of Youth Development, where I can help ensure programs that I’ve 

benefited from continue to thrive for future generations. In that role, I hope to lobby for 

increased funding for the Long Beach Youth Power Participatory Budgeting Process and connect 

more youth with professional development resources. Beyond that, my ultimate goal is to run for 

city council, where I hope to expand youth prospects city-wide while also fighting for increased 

green spaces in low-income neighborhoods. 

Looking back at that program, I realized it was never just about staffing costs or 

budgeting constraints, but about deciding what kind of impact mattered most and how to achieve 
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it. Effective government is not defined just by minimizing costs or stretching budgets to breaking 

points, but by making informed, data-driven decisions that maximize impact for the communities 

served. It is not about unrealistic promises or hardline rhetoric, but about thoughtful choices, 

sustained effort, and understanding that the right decisions are rarely simple. And as I look 

towards a career in government, I know that attitude will serve me well, in Long Beach and 

beyond. 

134



135



136



 

 
October 14, 2025 
Re:  (1/19/2008) 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

It has been a privilege serving as  school counselor for  4 years of high school. In 
this time, I have found  to be an industrious and creative individual.  has distinguished  
as a natural and determined leader.  possesses an audacious and enterprising nature, unafraid to ask 
for what  wants, paired with a genuine desire to encourage and uplift  peers.  integrity and 
thoughtful nature, combined with a unique ability to build meaningful interpersonal relationships, 
mark  as a standout leader among  peers. 

 chose our independent study charter because it offered the flexibility to pursue  academic 
goals on a personalized schedule, which  has leveraged to great effect. This learning environment has 
not only sharpened  efficient study habits and self-directed learning but also challenged  to 
develop proactive social and leadership skills. Through  leadership roles in our Associated Student 
Body and Youth Advisory Council,  has demonstrated exceptional initiative and creativity, often 
going beyond assigned responsibilities to create meaningful impact.  success in securing funding for 
a community pickleball program and his active role in  local community, through Youth Leadership 
Long Beach and Youth Power Participatory Budgeting Committee, are prime examples of  ability to 
lead with vision and purpose. 

Academically,  is equally impressive, maintaining a 4.43 GPA in honors and college courses. Per 
 US History and Literature teacher,  writing is sophisticated, with nuanced analysis and clear, 

persuasive arguments that exceed grade-level expectations.  passion for political science and 
American history aligns perfectly with  aspirations for public service, including potential careers in 
government, campaigns, or teaching.  leadership extends into the classroom as well, where  
engages in thoughtful, weighty discussions that inspire and challenge  classmates. 

Outside the classroom,  leadership continues to flourish.  active participation in debate 
and the school newspaper showcases  communication skills and ability to influence others positively. 

 involvement in an international environmental summit in Japan broadened  leadership 
perspective through collaboration and diplomacy with peers from different cultures.  also 
channels  creativity into unique hobbies like miniature model-building and stop-motion animation, 
balancing innovation with  leadership pursuits. 

 is an impressive student and strong leader whose combination of academic excellence, 
creative problem-solving, and determined leadership assures me that  will be an outstanding 
addition to your program.  demonstrated ability to inspire, organize, and enact positive change 
makes  an exceptional choice. I recommend  wholeheartedly and without reservation. Please 
feel free to contact me if you need any additional information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lead Academic Counselor 
Bethany.Maddox@ileadexploration.org 
909-435-0943 

iLEAD Hybrid Charter School 
3720 Sierra Highway, Suite A, Acton, CA 93510 
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To whom it may concern, 

I am honored to recommend , an exceptional young leader I had the pleasure 

of working with during the 2025 Youth Power Participatory Budgeting (YPPB) process with 

the City of Long Beach. In my role supporting youth civic engagement and participatory 

decision-making, I work closely with youth as they develop, refine, and advance 

community-centered program ideas.  consistently stood out for  initiative, 

curiosity, and deep commitment to advocating for youth. 

From the moment  joined YPPB, it was clear that  was deeply invested in 

understanding the “why” behind our work.  consistently asked thoughtful questions to 

truly understand how public systems function, how decisions impact communities, and 

how youth can meaningfully influence change.  curiosity and passion set the tone for 

many of our discussions, often pushing peers and adults alike to think more critically and 

creatively about the issues facing young people in our city.      

During the YPPB project development phase,  effectively collaborated with staff from 

a community-based nonprofit to help design a welcoming and inclusive summer program 

for youth.  brought creativity, empathy, and a youth-centered lens to the process, 

ensuring the program reflected the needs and experiences of young people. 

enthusiasm and passion helped make the program both thoughtful and meaningful, and 

 ability to work across youth–adult partnerships was a true asset.  

 is also a strong advocate and skilled public speaker.  confidently engages with city 

staff and elected officials to uplift youth voices and community needs.  communicates 

clearly, listens respectfully, and contributes to conversations with both confidence and 

humility.  ability to connect with others and create inclusive spaces strengthens every 

group  is part of.
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 leadership is grounded in curiosity, compassion, and a sincere commitment to 

public service. I have no doubt  will continue to excel as a student, leader, and advocate, 

and I recommend  without reservation.

Please feel free to contact  if you have any questions or would like additional insight into 

 work with our team.

Sincerely,

Perla Alvarado
Youth Development Coordinator
Office of Youth Development
City of Long Beach, Health and Human Services 

                  
Perla Alvarado

Digitally signed by Perla 
Alvarado 
Date: 2025.12.17 12:32:38 
-08'00'
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Minimum 500-word personal statement describing your interest in community 
planning, regional planning, urban planning, civil engineering, political science, 
public administration, sustainable development, or other related fields, and future 
career goals. 

Civil engineering is a field that directly influences the way people live and interact within 
their communities. From the roads we travel on to get to the building where we go to 
school, civil engineers play a critical role in building and maintaining the infrastructure 
that supports everyday life. My interest in civil engineering comes from always wanting 
to understand how things work and being able to do something impactful to help my 
community. 

Growing up in Long Beach which is a large and constantly developing urban area, I 
have always been intrigued by the function of the city. Every building, highway, and 
public structure represents careful planning and technical expertise. Civil engineering 
stands out to me because it combines mathematics, which is a subject I have always 
been drawn to, and creativity to solve real problems. For example, in elementary school, 
I completed a reverse engineering science project of a flax seed grinder, and I chose to 
3D print all of the parts of the flax seed grinder.  This project combined my math skills, 
computer skills, creativity and attention to details.  

Civil engineers need to think critically about how to design structures that are both 
environmentally sustainable and suitable for city planning. One aspect of civil 
engineering that interests me the most is infrastructure development. When I was a 
freshman I did a project focusing on piezolectic tiles. These are tiles that generate 
energy from people stepping on them. I feel that environmentally helpful additions to the 
infrastructure of our schools and workplaces would have a significant positive impact. 
Learning about how civil engineers can be involved in things that create positive change 
in the world genuinely inspired me to investigate the field. 

My academic strengths have also strongly aligned with the skills required for civil 
engineering. Math has been one of my best subjects throughout my educational 
journey, from elementary school through high school, and critically thinking about 
solving problems is greatly intriguing to me. These topics center on logical and detail 
oriented thinking which is a necessity for engineers. I am motivated by challenges that 
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require me to use my mind for careful planning and deep thinking, and civil engineering 
provides the opportunity to use these skills in ways that can truly make a difference in 
helping people. 

In the future, I hope to pursue an engineering degree while balancing basketball, 
so that I can gain the knowledge and education that I need to give back to my 
community. My long-term goal is to contribute to projects that make cities safer, more 
efficient, and more sustainable. Whether it is designing transportation networks, 
improving water management systems, or developing innovative building techniques, I 
want to be part of the process that helps communities grow in a responsible and 
thoughtful way. 

Civil engineering is more than just building structures, it is about creating 
systems that support society and improve quality of life. By combining technical 
expertise with a commitment to public service, civil engineers help shape the future of 
communities. I am looking forward to the opportunity to pursue this field and contribute 
to building the world around us that can benefit both current and future generations. 
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TO:  The Lakewood Pan American AssociaƟon 

March 2, 2026 

 

I have known e all his life.  I watched  grow from a toddler to a high school 
senior.  What an honor it has been to see  navigate the years. 

 I aƩended  middle school orchestra shows and  “YGT” (Young, GiŌed, Talented) 
performances.  I also was at  flag football games. 

Later as a basketball player I saw that because of  determinaƟon and hard work  became 
successful and eventually received an acceptance from very presƟgious Ivy League YALE! 

All through  youth  was a team player and gave each acƟvity 110 percent.  amazingly 
kept a 4.0 (and higher) GPA. 

 is a soŌ spoken, arƟculate, loving, respecƞul, compassionate and exceedingly bright 
young  

There is no doubt in my mind that  will be successful in life because of  integrity and the 
high standards to which  holds  

I offer my highest recommendaƟon of  to the Lakewood Pan American AssociaƟon in  
pursuit of a well-deserved scholarship. 

Most sincerely, 

 

Lois Schneider 

3311 Musselman Court 

Whitehall, PA 18052 

562-310-4188 

(ReƟred, 42-year employee of Long Beach City College) 
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To Whom It May Concern, 

I am happy to write a letter of recommendation for  as  applies for the SCAG 
Scholarship.  

I have known  since  was born in 2007, and I have been a mentor and family friend 
to  entire life. 

 has grown into a remarkable young  keeping a scholarly pursuit through 
entire academic tenure, working hard to improve  basketball skills and providing role 
modeling through  volunteering with kids at  middle school.  I was privileged to see 

 final performance with  middle school Young Gifted and Talented  History Club 
when  was in 8th grade.  and  little brother performed oration and a step 
show with their classmates.  It was a great tribute to  history.  

When  was younger,  would do yard work at my house.  was always eager to do 
what needed to be done.  During COVID,  and  family would come by every so 
often and I was so happy to get a big hug from 

 and  family moved to Lakewood in 2021 where they still reside.   and  little 
brother worked hard to transition their grass in the front yard to a drought-tolerant yard.  It 
was a lot of work for teenagers to do, but the fruit of their labor is now seen with a beautiful 
front yard.   

Formerly a professor at Santa Clara University where I developed ethnic studies 
curriculum from 1969-1980, I am now a professor emeritus from Cypress College.  I know 

 will be a superior example for  contemporaries and those to follow. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

Cy Edwards 
11811 Palmwood Dr. 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 
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Growing up in a large city, I noticed how geography determines whether you have 
access to good schools, safe streets, and real opportunity. A single bus route can 
expand or shrink someone’s world. This shaped my interest in how policy can both 
impede and create opportunity, particularly transportation policy. 

Public transit is access to opportunity and one of the most powerful equalizers in a city. 
It is the difference between a student who can get to school and one who cannot, a 
parent who can reach a job interview and one who must turn it down, and a patient who 
makes a doctor’s appointment and one who misses it. Public transit is also a mirror, 
reflecting whose time and dignity we value and who we believe deserves access. I am 
drawn to study political science and public policy because these fields influence how 
access is created. 

Through my time on the Metro Youth Council, I participated directly in the planning 
process and decision-making conversations. I spoke with riders and heard about their 
commutes and the barriers they face: late buses, long travel times, and hot waits in the 
sun. As a volunteer AYSO referee, I noticed that kids frequently missed games, not 
because they wanted to, but because they did not have a reliable way to get to the 
fields. Throughout high school, I took 11 community college classes to challenge myself 
beyond what my high school offered.  For my ArcGIS class, I led a research project 
mapping bus routes near soccer fields to identify connectivity gaps. My analysis showed 
that with small changes, routes could better connect players to recreation spaces. I 
paired data with real stories from sixth graders who spoke of their desire for the 
confidence and belonging that come from being part of a team. The data showed need 
and distance; the story conveyed hope and desire. These experiences illustrate that 
planning only works if it reflects the people who actually use the system. Good policy 
requires good data, but stories reveal who is impacted in ways data alone cannot. I was 
able to turn a problem into a clear story of who gets access to organized sports and who 
does not. 

The public sector plays a critical role in protecting and expanding access to the 
transportation network. I am interested in how transportation, land use, and 
infrastructure investment intersect to shape equitable and sustainable communities. I 
plan to study political science and public policy, with a minor in urban planning, to 
develop analytical skills that can be applied beyond the classroom. I seek to understand 
how funding decisions influence transit equity and how government can design policies 
that expand, rather than restrict, opportunity. 
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Upon graduation, I hope to work in the public sector, helping to design and implement 
transportation systems that are more equitable and accessible. My goal is to contribute 
to planning efforts that expand access to opportunity, strengthen communities, and 
ensure that infrastructure reflects the needs of the people it serves. My future is public 
service.  
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Personal Statement 

“The water is tired,” I told my grandma as I hopped over a trickling creek during our hike 

when I was five years old. As young as memories can be formed, my empathy for nature has 

guided my dedication for environmental conservation. As an advocate for the Ballona Wetlands, 

Los Angeles’ last major wetland, I am invested in improving our urban infrastructure and 

wellbeing through habitat preservation. 

When my triathlon was cancelled due to dangerous pollution levels, I wondered, How 

could something as vast as our ocean become toxic? In my quest for answers, I discovered and 

explored the Ballona Wetlands, which were engineered in 2003 on former agricultural land to 

mitigate urban runoff. These wetlands soon became the field laboratory for my research. My 

findings revealed bacterial concentrations over one hundred times EPA safety levels in 

low-income neighborhoods. Yet, when this polluted water flows through the wetlands, the brown 

hue fades and contaminants drop to safe levels.  

Knee-deep in water, I joined experts through The  in Science Fellowship to track the 

recovery of Sierra Nevada wetlands. I witnessed what restoration can accomplish and felt hope 

that the Ballona Wetlands could heal, too. Each time I update my data, however, I am 

disheartened to see the cleaning ability of the wetlands weakening. As the Ballona Wetlands 

grows tired, I spring into action. 

Currently, I am using my research to support The Friends of Ballona Wetlands’ efforts to 

restore 566 more acres of wetland by removing cement levees and rerouting waterways through a 

meandering path to construct an ecologically active estuary. To strengthen their case, I published 

my findings in a sole-authored research paper analyzing the Ballona Wetlands’ filtration capacity 

over twenty years, the longest study to date. I became the only high school presenter at the 

National Stormwater Conference and collaborated with the county West Basin Municipal Water 

District and the International Blue Water Task Force, which featured my work in a Student 

Spotlight on their website. I also engaged with the online community by promoting the Annual 

Ballona Photo Contest and won first place while advocating for awareness and restoration. To 

gain the perspective of a policymaker, I now serve as the only student from my high school on 

the Congressman Ted Lieu Youth Advisory Council to propose and advise on state-wide and 

national bills. Each step of the way solidifies my commitment to research-based environmental 

lobbying. 
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The pollutant filtering ability of the Ballona Wetlands proves that embracing 

sustainability can drive progress and strengthens my goal to engineer nature into modern 

infrastructure. When I shadowed at my local county hospital, I witnessed the disparate impact of 

our environment on health, as children living near highways suffered more severe asthma. As an 

aspiring environmental engineer, I aim to confront the environmental drivers of health inequity 

by helping communities build sustainable infrastructure, from naturalized waterways to green, 

immersive installations that work with ecological processes rather than against them. Wetlands 

provide the groundwork for clean water and healthier communities, but only if we take action to 

preserve them. Together, we can reawaken the wetlands. 

156



157



158



159



160



161



162



163



March 12, 2026

To Whom It May Concern,

It is always wonderful to see and hear beautifully playing  cello at various community 
and school events that I attend.  is an  cellist earning the highest Certificate of Merit (Level 
10) and several  impressive music awards and recognition. However, I am enthusiastically writing this 
recommendation for to laud science proficiency and leadership ability, as was one of the top 
students in my Biology Honors class  Freshman year and AP Environmental Science class this past school 
year. I have followed  incredibly impressive science-related accomplishments over the past three 
years. When  sets goals to accomplish something, it is because  truly believes in the cause and that 
can help make a difference. This includes  award-winning original science research on the removal of 
pollutants from local wetlands, which was presented at various science fairs and highlighted by the Surfrider 
Foundation.  is also a key member of our award-winning Palos Verdes Institute of Technology (PVIT) 
Remote Operating Vehicle Team, and served as team captain two years in a row for our Technology Student 
Association competitions, which tests students on engineering, math and science.  is a proven leader in the 
science-related activities  participates in, and  exhibits poise and confidence speaking in front of an
audience.

exhibits a passion for science and the environment. The level of critical thinking  engages in drives 
to excel in class and in our Science Research program;  is really good at thinking outside the box.

demonstrates excellent lab skills;  is an excellent listener who also takes direction well. is
meticulous with detail. By asking pertinent questions, takes the time to ensure thorough understanding. 

excels academically and is intelligent, hard-working, independent, respectful, dependable, and thoughtful–
simply a joy to work with. is mature, welcoming, and works very well with diverse groups of people.
is a people-person who facilitates ways to bring  peers together, whether through food or music clubs, or 
simply gathering people for conversations.  has strong interpersonal skills and makes those who work with 

or interact with  want to do better.  is always encouraging, inclusive, open-minded and supportive. 
The qualities that stand out the most are  integrity and kindness. literally walks around with birthday 
stickers in  backpack so if  finds out a classmate is celebrating a birthday,  can surprise them with a 
sticker. presents  as a genuine, easygoing, giving and caring individual.

is very highly respected by PVHS faculty, peers, research mentors, and our community.  has served 
on our Principal’s Advisory Committee and has experience in various leadership roles from ambassador to 
representative.  is also a scholar-athlete who has been recognized in swimming and tennis as “most 
improved” and “most potential” respectively, which underscores the fact that  puts  all into what  does
and  coaches and mentors want to recognize  for that. The university  chooses to attend will gain 
unique perspectives from culturally, environmentally, scientifically, and artistically, and will surely provide a
unique way for  to continue  journey as a future leader. I am excited that  plans to pursue 
environmental engineering and public policy. I give my highest recommendation for the So 
Cal Association of Governments Scholarship. 

Sincerely,

Marie Kuhn
Science Teacher
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March 11, 2026 

To Whom it May Concern: 

It is an honor to write on behalf  who is applying for the So Cal Association of 
Governments Scholarship.  I have had the pleasure of getting to know  over the past four years as 
one of  mentors for  science research project as well as the faculty advisor of both the TSA 
(Technology Student Association) Competition Team for which  served as team captain and the 
Phenomenal Food and Friends Club that  founded.  I have also been able to observe 
leadership skills through  work as the vice president of the Science National Honors Society of which 
I am the faculty advisor.  I have been incredibly impressed with not only  outstanding academic 
achievements but also  strong leadership skills and  genuine desire to make a positive difference in 
our world. 

 cares about people and the world around  and  compassion is evident in everything 
does.  As a nature-enthusiast living in the South Bay,  has taken on the initiative to involve 
with research and activities to support  mission of water preservation and conservation.  science 
research project for the past several years focused on the ecological importance of our wetlands and 
through  sampling and data analysis of the local Ballona Wetlands,  was able to document its 
importance in the removal of harmful bacteria from our water.  research earned  several awards at 
the district science fair.  However,  was not looking for accolades from  research,  wanted 
to use it as a platform to advocate for the preservation of our wetlands.  moves to act, and with 
findings,  has already spoken to city officials and made presentations through the Surfrider 
Foundation, the Blue Water Task Force and the West Basin Municipal Water District about the 
importance of wetlands in improving water quality.  In fact,  was the only high school student to 
discuss  findings through a poster presentation at the San Diego National Stormwater Conference. 
Currently,  research paper which was under peer-review, has just been  in the Wetlands 
Ecology and Management journal.  research with the local wetlands earned  the opportunity 
to participate in a selective fellowship with the Earthwatch in Science program  continued 
with fully funded collaborative field research over the summer.  also represented our school last 
year in the Capitol Convoy program  along with a selective group of students, advocated for 
district funding.  Currently,  has expanded  civic engagement by joining Congressman Ted Lieu’s 
Youth Advisory Council  remains committed to promoting environmental justice. 

As the advisor of three different groups that  leads,  has also proven to be an effective and 
dedicated leader.  was nominated by  peers in my TSA (Technology Student Association) class to 
be the captain of  competition team because of  commitment to the group and  ability to engage 

 teammates.  works well with a diverse group of people because  is friendly, inclusive and 
open-minded.   is well respected by  peers and  at our school because  leads by 
example;  is extremely responsible and driven to collaborate with  to advance our understanding 
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– Personal Statement 

 

From a young age, I’ve been fascinated by how the world around me works. But as I’ve grown, 
that curiosity has evolved into something deeper: a desire to improve the systems that shape 
people’s lives. Engineering appeals to me not only because I love solving problems, but because 
it gives me the tools to strengthen the communities that raised me. The more I learn, the clearer it 
becomes that engineering is not just about creating technology. It is about shaping opportunity, 
improving access, and building communities that are more resilient and more equitable. 

My interest in community development grew when I participated in the African American 
Leaders of Tomorrow program through the California Legislative Black Caucus. That experience 
opened my eyes to how leadership, policy, and regional planning determine what communities 
receive, including transportation, resources, and infrastructure, and just as importantly, what they 
lack. I began to understand that the challenges people face are not random; they come from 
decisions made by leaders and planners. That realization shifted my focus. I stopped seeing 
engineering as only a career path and started seeing it as a way to contribute to the systems that 
influence people every day. 

My own educational journey has shaped how I approach challenges and how I view the potential 
for change. I’ve always been curious and quick to understand concepts, especially in hands-on, 
project based environments. But my grades did not always reflect what I knew I was capable of. 
There were moments when I questioned whether I belonged in a demanding field like 
engineering. Being diagnosed with ADHD helped me understand the root of my challenges. It 
was not about ability, it was about how I learn. That moment did not discourage me, it 
empowered me. It helped me better understand myself and pushed me to develop strategies that 
allow me to succeed. 

Working through these obstacles has become one of my greatest accomplishments. I’ve learned 
persistence by pushing forward even when progress felt slow. I’ve learned adaptability by 
finding new approaches when the old ones did not work. And I’ve learned compassion, because I 
know what it feels like to struggle and keep trying. These experiences taught me that leadership 
is not just about having authority; it is about lifting others up and helping them grow. That is a 
value I carry with me every day. 

Attending Da Vinci Communications strengthened my confidence in engineering and showed me 
the power of applied learning. The project based environment helped me connect classroom 
lessons to real world impact. It taught me how to collaborate, think creatively, and approach 
problems from multiple angles. These are skills that are essential not only in engineering, but in 
community focused work where diverse perspectives lead to better solutions. 

As I prepare for college, I plan to major in engineering and dive deeper into how technical skills 
can be used to create stronger, more sustainable, and more efficient communities. I am especially 
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interested in how infrastructure and essential systems can be designed to better serve people, 
particularly those in underserved areas. Whether through transportation systems, energy 
solutions, or community centered planning, I want my work to contribute to a future where 
everyone has access to the opportunities and resources they deserve. 
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Southern California Association of Governments 
SCAG Scholarship Progam 
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Subject: Letter of Recommendation for 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 

 is the kind of student who stands out not because  tries to, but because of 
how consistently  shows up and carries 

through, and 
handled both instruction and challenges with a level of maturity that left a lasting 
impression. 

Over the years, I have stayed in touch with  and have had the opportunity to see 

grow into someone who takes  responsibilities seriously and holds  to a high 
standard. Whether it is school or  future plans,  things with intention and 
consistency. 

in the work, learn from setbacks, and keep moving forward. That kind of mindset is not easy 
to teach, and it is something that will serve  well in any path  chooses. 

In my role as a Finance Manager for the City of Culver City, I work within systems that 
require long term thinking, accountability, and follow-through. Those same qualities are 

the right way and building a strong foundation over time. 

I have no doubt that  will continue to grow and make the most of the opportunities ahead 
of 

I fully support application. 

Sincerely, 

Finance Manager 
City of Culver City 
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SCAG Scholarship Program  
By 
March 20th  
New Roads High School  

From Sacrifice Zones to Empowerment  

One of  my earliest memories is playing soccer at Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Area 
located on top of the largest running urban oil field in the country. At the time I didn’t understand 
why my soccer field smelled different from my school playground, but as I’ve gotten older, I 
understand that this was not random. This is my first experience with systematic redlining that 
allows for certain communities to be considered sacrifice zones and be left in hazardous 
environmental conditions.This experience guided me in my passion to eliminate environmental 
zoning that allows for where you live to determine the air quality you breathe, and ultimately 
whether your health and well-being are prioritized by our state. 

When I was 12, my mom decided to run for city council.  campaign introduced me into 
politics in a way no class ever could. It allowed me to see that the solution is truly in activism. 
Through our discussions, I began to understand how policies are created and how they can be 
used to correct long-standing injustices. I learned about efforts to phase out oil drilling in 
residential areas and saw firsthand how the local government has the power to reshape entire 
communities. Watching  take steps forward toward ending urban oil drilling made me realize 
that change is not only possible but necessary. I knew instantly that I had a responsibility to my 
world, my community, and myself to be at the forefront of this transformation. 

Specifically, these early experiences helped shape my deep interest in urban planning, public 
policy, and sustainable development. I was raised in what I now recognize as an environmental 
warzone, unaware that soccer could be political. Spending time in my community and seeing 
Black people living in the shadow of industrial infrastructure taught me that urban design is 
rarely accidental. It reflects a long history of underinvestment and intentional exclusion from 
redlining zoning laws that place harmful industries in Black neighborhoods because they’re 
labeled as sacrifice zones. My goal is to dismantle this legacy. I’ve been accepted into a 
university to major in marketing because I believe to change policy I need to spend time 
understanding how to communicate ideas, influence complex systems, and mobilize resources. 
Marketing will provide me the tools to drive change by analyzing behavior, shaping narratives, 
and advocating effectively for marginalized voices. I plan to use this degree as a foundation 
before going into a career in public policy and sustainable development. My ultimate goal is to 
return to Los Angeles and work at the forefront of urban renewal, ensuring the next generation 
of children does not grow up in the shadow of an oil derrick. 

If given this scholarship, it will allow me the opportunity to lead this environmental and systemic 
change. I am extremely passionate about focusing on the immediate phasing out of oil drilling in 
residential areas. By following in my mom's footsteps and seeing the leadership  has taken 
in policies that have already been passed, I would work to build on that by implementing 
termination ordinances for brand new wells and set clear timelines to decommission existing 
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ones. From there, I would work to negotiate with energy companies to ensure strict compliance 
and hold them accountable for environmental remediation. Most importantly, I would prioritize 
community-centered redevelopment, transforming former industrial sites into green spaces, 
renewable energy hubs, and safe public spaces.Redeveloping these sites is a critical step in 
economic justice, as it returns land value to the residents who have suffered the most (Gonzalez 
et al.). 

I’m especially interested in sustainable development that centers the people who are most 
affected by environmental racism. For too long, Black communities have been treated as 
expendable. I want to change that narrative by designing cities that prioritize clean air, resilient 
infrastructure, and equitable access to resources. I want to be a part of a conversation that 
rethinks transportation systems and invests in green infrastructure that repairs past harm 
instead of repeating it. 

I feel an extremely deep responsibility to advocate for communities like mine and kids just like 
me who have been at the front of structural inequalities. I witnessed first hand that these 
inequalities are a result of deliberate decisions, and by pursuing a career in marketing, policy, 
and urban development, I intend to be a part of making different decisions for future generations 
that prioritize health, equity, and sustainability. I’m committed to ensuring that Black 
communities are no longer defined by neglect, but empowered to shape their own environment 
and their own futures. 

MLA citations  

Well Sites, A New Study Finds." Journal of Exposure Science & Environmental Epidemiology, 
vol. 32, no. 4, 2022, pp. 544-552. LAist, 22 Apr. 2022, 
www.laist.com/news/climate-environment/historically-redlined-communities-in-la-lead-the-us-in-o
il-and-gas-well-sites-a-new-study-shows. 
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March 19, 2026 

To whom this may concern: 

It is my absolute pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for  I have 
worked at New Roads School for 20 years, and I currently serve as the Dean of Student Life and Manager of 
Community Life and Special Events. In my role, I work closely with students to help develop their leadership 
skills and support their contributions to building an inclusive and engaged school culture. I also oversee the 
Student Leadership Congress (SLC), an organization that brings the student body together through 
community-building events and peer leadership. 

I first met  four years ago when  joined New Roads as a ninth grader. At the time,  was 
incredibly shy and reserved, still finding  footing in a new environment during a very uncertain 
period—just a year after the COVID pandemic.  often wore  mask, which seemed to provide a 
sense of comfort and protection. But behind that mask, it was clear that  was quietly observing, listening, 
and learning. 

As we spent more time together, I began to see that  had a deep desire to engage with  peers and 
make a meaningful contribution to our community. It was not long before  began to step into leadership 
roles and find  voice in powerful, authentic ways. 

One of  most impactful contributions has been  leadership in Unite , a student 
affinity group dedicated to the empowerment and support of  in our community.  didn’t 
just participate—  led.  helped organize and present meaningful and well-executed school-wide 
assemblies that centered not only  voices but all voices and experiences.  also took the initiative to 
bring in prominent guest speakers who engaged our school community in important conversations. 

Through this work,  demonstrated an exceptional ability to coordinate across teams, communicate 
with both peers and adults, and hold space for meaningful dialogue.  leads with integrity, humility, and a 
clear sense of purpose. 

In all of  endeavors,  has shown  to be compassionate, reliable, and courageous.  is the 
kind of student who not only thrives in community but also works to strengthen it for everyone around  It 
has been a true honor to witness and support  growth.  I have no doubt that  will bring the same 

heart, leadership, and wisdom to any college or community  becomes a part of and I recommend 

without any reservation. 

Dean of Student Life 
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Rosemead High School 

18 March 2026 

Personal Statement for SCAG Scholarship 

It was July 16, 2021. My doctor told my parents that I had scoliosis and needed bracing 

with polyethylene and velcro straps as soon as possible. Months of adjustment followed: the 

rigid brace pressing against my ribs, awkward stares, and everyday spaces, like chairs without 

lumbar support and crowded buses with narrow aisles and high steps, felt unwelcoming to my 

body.  

Despite the discomfort, I committed to my doctor’s suggestion of strength training for 

faster recovery: running, swimming, and weight training. I refused to let the brace define my 

limits.  

This experience became a purpose: to help others by building a more accessible world. 

That summer, I traveled to Japan and saw firsthand what inclusion was like. Trains 

provided priority seating plus dedicated safe spaces for the elderly, disabled, and women, like 

ergonomic chairs. They were intentional—safe. I realized designing infrastructure serves as a 

more universal aid than any brace could. This experience cemented my commitment in Civil 

Engineering: to improve the lives of individuals like me. 

Last summer, I attended the National Summer Transportation Institute program at Cal 

Poly Pomona. Over two weeks, I explored civil engineering sectors, from asphalt production to 

intelligent transportation systems, through visits to Long Beach ports to LAMetro. I even 

examined the project planning for the Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing.  
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Dr. Yongping Zhang introduced us to traffic demand, peak-hour congestion, and LA 2028 

Olympics preparations. There, I learned the challenges of a Civil Engineer, but also the resilience 

and opportunities it rewards. For our final project, we proposed light-rail expansions, toll lanes, 

and advanced ITS technologies to support the 2028 Olympics.  

I furthered my foundations and applied it into my school club: SeaPerch, a STEM 

program building underwater rovers for competitions. As co-president, I learned how to design 

rovers, solder electrical components, and facilitate meetings. 

My ultimate goal is to develop my own Metro station: a safe, intuitive space guiding all 

passengers to their destinations. I will pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering and hope 

to achieve a Master’s in Transportation Engineering. These areas of study will give me the 

knowledge and background to achieve my ultimate goal. In association with this area of study, I 

will also join the ITE, WiSE, and ASCE, secure internships, and attend civil engineering 

summits. 

Upon graduation in 4 years, I aim to work at LAMetro, continue professional growth, 

invest, and save towards my dream of building my own Metro station. 

This scholarship will accelerate my journey. It will relieve my family’s financial burdens, 

supporting my two younger siblings, my scoliosis care, and my mother’s Bell’s Palsy treatment, 

while covering tuition, textbooks, lab fees, and a reliable laptop. Freed from these pressures, I 

can focus on studies, forge meaningful connections, contribute to community-impact projects, 

and pay for my scoliosis treatment myself. Ultimately, it offers a strong return on investment, 

empowering me to create lasting transportation accessibility improvements with no brace. 

Thank you SCAG committee for taking the time to read through my application and for 

the consideration. 
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Rosemead High School 9063 E. Mission Drive Rosemead, California 91770  (626) 286-3141 Fax (626) 285-2884 

Rosemead High school 
SINCERITY--HONOR--TOLERANCE--SERVICE 

March 20, 2026 
To the SCAG Scholarship Program, 

It is my pleasure to recommend  for The SCAG Scholarship Program. I had  in 
my IM2 class when  was a freshman.  received A’s both semesters.  stood out in having 
leadership skills in guiding group discussions and empathy skills in tutoring students in  table 
group.  also showed the rare trait using first principle to discover problem solving techniques, 
without having me each it first. I remember one time when  solved a type of quadratic equation 
in a novel way (a shortcut  discovered.) I was so impressed that I asked  to present to the class 

 solution. 

 has the rare combination of empathy, compassion, and generosity. I am especially delighted 
to hear that  wants to become a civil engineer.  

 showed the traits of leadership as the co-president of SeaPerch, for which I am the club 
advisor. SeaPerch is a STEM organization whose purpose is to give students knowledge and skills 
of engineering. The students build an underwater rover to compete in an obstacle and mission 
course. 

I'm proud of the  and the students in the club. Unlike other robotics clubs I've seen where the 
adults build the project and just delegate servant tasks to students,  and  cabinet members 
showed students how to take ownership of building the rover.  and the club leaders downloaded 
instructions from the SeaPerch website, distilled the build instruction into slides, and disseminated 
the information to the club members who, under  guidance, built the rover. The club members 
spent countless hours building the rover and testing it in a nearby public swimming pool. 
Throughout the build process,  led the group in problem-solving engineering shortcomings. 

 also led the effort in documenting the engineering process into an Google Doc, a required 
submission for the competition. 

I’m proud of  working with  cabinet members, for instilling in the club an inclusive, safe 
culture where everyone contributes to a solution. Unlike other engineering clubs I observed at 
previous schools, there are no prima-donnas. The culture is evident when Rosemead High School 
won the Best High School Team Spirit Award at the SeaPerch Regional Competition this year and 
last year. 

Janine Salanitro 
Principal
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SCAG Scholarship 

20 March 2025 

SCAG Personal Statement 

In Wilmington, we calibrate need not in percentages, but in gaps. Between the number of 
students and teachers, between chance and opportunity, and one afternoon, between fireworks 
and gunshots.  

I was in the kitchen when I saw a flash of color. A normal day until I locked eyes with the 
shooter aiming at me. I dropped to the floor, scrambling under the sink as the gunshot cracked. 
My heart hammered against the leaky pipes as I asked, Who is it this time?  

The question arrived without surprise, and that terrified me more than the bullet. After the 
shots faded, I emerged unscathed. Outside, neighbors continued with their day. A bus screeching 
to pick up underwhelmed passengers. My mother’s eyes were weary with acceptance. I noticed 
I’d learned to survive instability, but not how to challenge it.  

In the days that followed, I realized that frequent shootings weren’t everyone’s life. The 
reality was that the neighborhoods with high crime rates were the same ones with underfunded 
schools, unreliable bus routes, and neglected infrastructure. The shootings were symptoms. The 
disease? The structured inequities and gaps in minority communities.  

To begin bridging these gaps, I mentored students and supported food and clothing drives 
at the South Bay Community Center. When I noticed that most tutored kids didn’t eat at home, I 
hurried to the shared kitchen and cooked recipes ranging from huevos con chorizo to arroz. I 
solicited book donations and built a mini library. The impact? Kids asking me if they could be a 
lawyer and a writer. An astronaut and a chef. It was a mix-and-match with unlimited options.  

Seeing the difference direct service made, I wanted to address the root causes with the 
Wilmington Youth & Government. In the run-down teen room at the YMCA, surrounded by 
peeling paint and donated chairs, I worked with my delegation of four to draft a bill addressing 
public transportation access. Presenting our proposal to Mayor Karen Bass, I realized that 
planning and policy are the frameworks of our world. They decide which streets get smooth 
sidewalks, which bus routes run on time, and which communities stay connected to opportunity.  

This understanding solidified my interest in urban planning, public policy, and political 
science to challenge the inequalities that stem from uneven sidewalks, tardy buses, and neglected 
schools. I want to gain the technical skills to move beyond simple observation and create praxis. 
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I want to learn how to conduct community needs assessments, navigate land use and 
transportation policy, and ensure that planning decisions reflect communities most in need.  

My resolve to invest in my community and beyond isn’t a distant reality: it was molded 
by a bullet and sharpened by cracks in the sidewalks, neglected buildings, and unfazed 
neighbors. I’ve experienced the gaps and seen others fall between them. My future career goal is 
to work as a transportation or housing planner for a municipal agency or regional organization 
like SCAG, where I can help direct resources to communities like Wilmington. I’ve learned to 
survive instability, and now I seek the education and skills to build a more equitable region—one 
policy, one street, and one community at a time.  

191



192



193



194



195



196



As a child, I was drawn to engineering books with diagrams of bridges, tunnels, and trains. At a 
time when most friends read comics, I studied how to build cities. I didn’t know it yet, but I was 
falling in love with civil engineering. Years later, when a train line opened near my house, I rode 
it for the first time and watched the city stretch beneath me, humming with the hustle. After that, 
I thought of transportation as not just a service, but a system, and I dreamed of helping to 
design it. 

Last year, I joined the LA Metro Youth Council and advised on transportation planning. In the 
council, I organized local events to foster community excitement about public transportation, 
and learned the sheer amount of design, engineering, and innovation put into building safe and 
reliable transportation systems. Most importantly, I realized how many people, like me, care 
about building safer and more sustainable cities. 

Recently, my friend’s grandmother was killed by a driver while she was walking. This tragedy 
made me realize the streets I had always admired were not just infrastructure, but also serious 
risks. I understood that most cities aren’t built to protect people; they’re built to move cars. That 
moment made me dream of a future where we build our infrastructure to protect lives, not 
endanger them.  

Moreover, during the Palisades fires, I saw roads that couldn’t support large-scale evacuations 
and pipes that couldn’t handle emergency water. This cemented in me that engineering goes 
beyond building systems, for it’s about predicting human needs. 

I hope to design systems to serve the future, not just maintain the status quo. Civil engineering 
will give me the necessary tools to make transportation safer, sustainable, and more human 
centered. Specifically, I want to center people in everything I do. I study psychology not for 
school, but to understand how people think, feel, and move through the world, so that I can 
design with empathy, not just efficiency. 

As a civil engineer, I plan to stay in LA and nearby counties to continue driving change. LA’s 
current design, focusing on “maximum efficiency” is not working. Traffic still riddles the streets, 
natural disasters still harm communities, road deaths are still high. In designing with people first, 
I can help to mitigate these issues. 

For example, I already wrote a research project about how greenery lowers cortisal levels and 
increases focus. By adding greenery along roadways, sidewalks, and bike paths, the roads will 
become more enjoyable for commuters, safer because commuters will increase focus, and 
better for the environment with the additional greenery. It is the human centered, forward 
thinking like this that will make systems in the greater LA area thrive. I will continue to study this 
forward thinking in college, and one day be able to implement policy to bring greater LA into the 
future. The future of civil engineering is people centered, and I will play a great role in this 
beautification. 
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Americans cast their first ballot at eighteen, but I've been "voting" since I was eight. 
Although technically illegal, it had to be done. No, I didn't actually fill out any ballots, but 
they were cast because of me. My parents immigrated to the US, driven by a desire to 
pursue the American Dream, despite facing language barriers and a lack of college 
education. While voting in America was never part of their plan, I've seen it as the 
strongest way to help build the future they envisioned. 
 
We sat at the kitchen table, ballots and pamphlets spread out like puzzle pieces, as I 
explained the propositions and candidate blurbs so they understood. I didn't yet know 
the term "civic engagement," but I understood that democracy cannot hear every voice 
unless someone ensures it does. Sometimes, I researched candidates early, scribbling 
facts on index cards like a mini campaign advisor. Other times, I stayed up way past my 
bedtime, helping my parents make decisions they didn't feel knowledgeable enough to 
make on their own. Although I was just a kid, I knew my parents needed a voice in a 
system that didn't speak for them, so I became that voice. 
 
Beginning with the 2016 election, I encouraged my family, friends' parents, and even my 
babysitter to register to vote. Most kids my age were thinking about screens, not politics. 
While they were engrossed in video games at the dinner table, I was intently focused on 
the adults' conversation, which was centered on the upcoming elections. 
 
Helping my parents and their friends understand their ballots fueled my passion, and 
with every election, I dove deeper into the political universe. I began researching 
legislation and watching city council meetings on YouTube (my friends said I needed to 
get a life). I wasn't just encouraging others to vote; I was learning to become the kind of 
person they might vote for one day. For me, politics was about power: who gets to make 
decisions, who gets left out, and how I could help tip the scale toward something fairer 
or more equitable, towards something I believed in. 
 
What began at my kitchen table spilled into classrooms and even our state Capitol 
building. I refused to sit idly by and watch politics happen; I needed to be immersed in 
the system itself. In high school, I dedicated my time to political organizations, and the 
adrenaline rush I experienced from the impact I made only further fueled my political 
desires. I joined organizations like Voters of Tomorrow, which led me to our state's 
Capitol in Sacramento, where I lobbied for a bill to expand civic education statewide by 
mandating all high schools in the state pre-register students to vote by the age of 16. I 
entered the rapid and often overwhelming world of legislative district offices, serving 
both a state Assemblymember and a federal Congressman during my summers in high 
school. While answering the phones, I listened to constituents—some angry, some 

202



desperate—vent their concerns about housing, benefits, and immigration with a 
government that felt unresponsive. Rather than taking their anger personally, I instead 
heard my parents' voices in theirs: people navigating a system that they didn't fully 
understand. Those long talks decoding American politics to my parents had now come 
full circle as I explained the same issues to callers. 

Within the next year, I'll finally cast my first official ballot. This time, it will have my 
name on it. I've been waiting for this moment all my life; I even pre-registered to vote the 
second I turned 16. I used to think I was just helping my parents vote. Now, I realize I 
was preparing myself to lead; not just by speaking loudly, but by listening and making 
space for others to speak and be heard. I'll be voting for the future I've spent my life 
learning how to build. Do I have your vote? 
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Deborah Klein Lopez 
30443 SANDTRAP DRIVE • AGOURA HILLS, CA • 91301 

818.620.1159 •deborahklopez@gmail.com 

October 26, 2025 

To whom it may concern, 

It is my great pleasure to provide this letter of recommendation for 

I’ve known  for nearly three years, first when I worked for Assemblymember Jesse 
Gabriel in the San Fernando Valley, and now through my own campaign for the California State 
Assembly. In both roles, I’ve seen a young person who combines drive, maturity, and genuine 
purpose.  is someone who understands what it really means to lead and to serve. 

When  joined our team, most of our interns were college students, yet  was still in 
high school. Even so,  handled the complexities of the job with remarkable professionalism. 
The calls we received were often difficult - constituents angry about legislation, or people in 
distress because their unemployment benefits or Medi-Cal coverage had been delayed. 
met each of these conversations with empathy, patience, and composure.  even learned 
how to review and escalate threats to the office - thankfully rare, but serious when they 
occurred - and  handled those situations with exactly the level of maturity and calm they 
required. 

After I left the Assembly to launch my own campaign,  reached out to offer  help. 
Since then,  become an essential part of my team, managing events and volunteers with 
little to no supervision.  the kind of person who sees what needs to be done and simply 
steps in to make it happen.  works well with people of all ages and backgrounds and brings 
an easy steadiness to everything  part of. 

What I admire most about  is that  motivation comes from a genuine desire to make 
things better. I call this the “heart of service” - it’s rare and beautiful but something not 
everyone has.  does.  doesn’t just talk about change, but is willing to do the work, 
even the unglamorous parts, to move things forward.  thoughtful, grounded, and wise 
beyond  years, and I know  bring that same sense of purpose and leadership to your 
campus. 

I recommend  wholeheartedly.  exactly the kind of young person we want shaping 
the future. 
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Best, 

Deborah Klein Lopez 

Councilmember, City of Agoura Hills 
Chair of the Board, Clean Power Alliance 
Associate Director, Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains 
Candidate for State Assembly, District 42 
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SCAG Scholarship Program 

March 20th, 2026 

My Signature Fake Smile 

I straightened my spine, adorned my signature fake smile, and delivered my final presentation to 

my entire old school. Without muttering a word, I felt glaring eyes filled with disgust and fear searing past 

my flesh, piercing straight to my heart, as if reprimanding me for my darker pigment. I opened my mouth, 

and what came out of my crooked smile wasn’t the usual South Central Los Angeles slang they thought 

would spew from my mouth. What superseded the fear and disgust was a woman who presented to me a 

backhanded compliment, stating, “You’re surprisingly articulate for a  man.” Treatment and negative 

connotations such as this weren’t at all new to me. I was 4 years old when I realized my skin wasn’t the 

standard, and differences aren’t always seen as strengths. 

In fear of being seen as another “Angry  Man,” I never retaliated physically; literary retaliation was 

never an option either. My mother would often say, “Wax soxu fetal la, su reccee dobu ko wees,” which 

translates to: “Words are like bullets; if they escape you, you can’t catch them.” Teaching me to watch 

what I say and never harm anyone with my words intentionally. I hid my sadness, frustration, and 

irritability in the back of my mind and bore my signature fake smile, pretending to laugh as if there was 

any humor in those insensitive remarks. 

I adorned my fake smile so often it became a default setting in my brain. No matter how mad I felt, how 

sad I should've been in a situation, I only knew to laugh the pain away. The sadness soon infected my own 
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thoughts as well, subconsciously poisoning whatever self-esteem I had, and as I got older, they became 

louder. 

No one believes in you. 

You should just give up. 

You aren’t good enough. 

After one particularly bad day where I’d gotten a bad grade on a math quiz, that night, after hours of 

blinking tears away, every other flaw about myself and my character poured into my brain, and I couldn't 

take it anymore. After years of holding everything in, I cried. 

It took me longer than I would like to admit, but after talking to people I trust, I believe I’m starting to 

heal from these negative thoughts. 

Students across the US and the world suffer from the same issues I faced every single day. In considering 

why these disparities persist, it is important to recognize that although segregation ended in the 1960s, we 

are still divided. Past city planning has exacerbated inequalities across the US for centuries, utilizing 

exclusionary zoning to limit access to the same services for people of color: unequal distribution of 

affordable housing, lack of nutritious food in lower-income communities, and other public amenities are 

largely more accessible in higher-income areas when compared to people in lower-income areas. 

I personally know how much fear and disgust can come from discrepancies and assumptions based on 

one's geographical residence, and I never want people to suffer the same way I did. As I pursue higher 

education, my long-term goal is to become a city planner, to combat the division experienced in 

low-income communities by creating projects that will offer minority groups adequate opportunities 

regardless of their zip code, because everybody has a story, but some people simply don’t have the 

opportunities to speak up. 

Sometimes I still hear the voices whispers and although it can be paralyzing at times, I’m staying 

steadfast to what I want. It’s important to know that healing takes time. Although the bruises may leave 
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scars, settling isn’t ever the safest option; it's surrendering to your insecurities. I no longer want to force 

myself and my dreams into a box created by the fears other people placed on me. In the words of Angela 

Davis, “ I’m no longer accepting the things I cannot change, I’m changing the things I cannot accept.” In 

an effort to rewrite the red lines limiting marginalized communities and further improve them through 

sustainable urban development, I’m pursuing an undergraduate degree in either civil engineering or urban 

planning, and plan to primarily work within underserved communities to lessen the divide in wealth, 

education, and opportunity. 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

It is with great honor that I write this letter of recommendation for  an outstanding young who is 
applying for admission to your university. As his AP Psychology teacher, English teacher, and Associated 
Student Body (ASB) advisor, I have had the privilege of teaching and mentoring  over the past three years. 
During this time, I have witnessed his remarkable intellectual curiosity, strong leadership, and unyielding 
commitment to service, making him an incredible asset to any college or university fortunate enough to admit 
him. 

has consistently demonstrated academic excellence throughout  time at our school, maintaining a 
weighted GPA of 4.08 and ranking seventh in  class. This achievement is no easy feat, as our school is a 
competitive magnet high school for integrated design, technology, and entrepreneurship. Although many of our 
courses are not coded as Honors due to the fact that our school is newly founded, each class has a challenging 
curriculum that requires students to learn cross-curricularly and constantly apply their learning to real-world 
problems through the use of innovative ideas and technology. We are not a “traditional school” by any means of 
the word, and as someone who has taught in three different states across the country in over twelve years of 
teaching, I can confidently attest that our school’s academic program is one of the most rigorous in the country, 
preparing students not only for college but for our ever-changing world. Whether analyzing complex social 
issues in my English class or creating an activation campaign for our corporate partners such as the American 
Heart Association,  works tirelessly to succeed in all  does. 

Outside of class,  serves as a core member and now Volunteer Coordinator of ASB, and has been 
instrumental in planning school-wide events, fundraisers, and community initiatives, helping raise thousands of 
dollars to support our student programs and activities. Whether organizing a school dance, coordinating 
volunteers for community drives, or guiding underclassmen,  leads with both competence and compassion. 

 also serves as co-captain of the Track and Cross Country Team, participates in the Metro Youth Council 
as a youth voice for public transit equity, and completed a Product Innovation and Material Science Engineering 
Fellowship with USC’s Iovine & Young Academy, an intensive program that developed  skills in laser cutting, 
3D printing, and materials design. Through these experiences,  has furthered  interest in Civil 
Engineering, a field views not only as a career but as a means to build sustainable and equitable 
communities. 

has openly reflected on how  experiences as a  student of Senegalese heritage have 
shaped  worldview, teaching  empathy, adaptability, and strength. Rather than allowing stereotypes or 
adversity to limit  I have watched him channel them into motivation, as  makes it known that  goal is 
always to represent his community with pride and to create pathways for others to do the same.  an 
exceptional student, a natural leader, and a genuinely good human being who will make meaningful 
contributions both inside and outside the classroom. I have no doubt that will thrive in college and continue 
to grow into a leader whose work will have a meaningful impact in the engineering world and beyond. Please 
feel free to contact me via e-mail at stephanie.paz@lausd.net or phone at 832-493-4682 if you have any 
questions or concerns. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Stephanie Paz 
Iovine and Young Center 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
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LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Integrated Design, Technology and Entrepreneurship Magnet
4120 11TH AVENUE LOS ANGELES, CA  90008
PHONE: (323) 290-6380

10 February 2026

Dear Council of Black Administrators Scholarship Committee,

It is with great pleasure that I write to you in support of as a recipient of your prestigious 
scholarship. I have known for three years in my capacity as Principal of Iovine and Young Center 
IDTE Magnet (IYC). While enrolled at IYC, has demonstrated a strong work ethic and excellent 
leadership skills. problem-solving skills and intellectual curiousity are among the strongest that I 
have encountered in my 20+ year career as a secondary educator.

is a hard-working student athlete committed to serving  local and school community. has 
consistently challenged  enrolling in dual enrollment college courses, advanced mathematics, 
and advanced science courses as well as Advanced Placement courses. has excelled in each 
academic challenge. analytical mind and impressive problem-solving skills are complemented by 
his work ethic and initiative to explore new ideas. 

Whether leading peers as an officer in the Associate Student Body (ASB) or launching new 
initiatives with the LAUSD Magnet Student Advisory Council, Sidy applies focus and attention to detail 
to every challenge that he faces. leads by example and exemplifies the qualities of a good leader. 

is personable and dependable; someone that is highly respected by his peers.

In addition to his academic successes, has demonstrated dedication and leadership in his local 
community as Head of the Design Team at Islah, member of Metro Youth Council, fellowship student 
with Sola Impact, IYC School Site Council member, and numerous community service opportunities. 
These experiences have deepened commitment to leadership and service and using skills for 
the betterment of others.

 is a well-rounded, intellectual, and compassionate student. I am fully confident that
approach his future endeavors with the same level of passion and dedication that has shown 
throughout his high school has my highest recommendation as a scholarship recipient, and 
I look forward to seeing the outstanding achievements  will bring to his community in the years to 
come. It is with great confidence that I support .

Sincerely,

Akilah Calhoun

Principal
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February 17, 2026  

Dear SCAG Scholarship Program: 

I am pleased to recommend  for your scholarship. I have been working with 
 as  supervisor at the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and I 

can confidently attest that is an outstanding individual—hardworking, eager to 
learn, and consistently committed to expanding understanding of engineering 
principles applied to work.    

Since joining my team as an Engineering Student Assistant in the Office of the 
Construction ADA and New Technology Support Coordinator,  has demonstrated 
a strong ability to handle multiple projects throughout  tenure.  responsibilities 
include crucial tasks such as procuring, processing and extracting measurements from 
3D laser-scanned models, drafting CAD schematics, validating contract data, and 
assisting other state engineers with the administration of various construction databases.    

One notable contribution  has made was taking the lead in the creation of vertical 
clearance diagrams for 19 bridges along the 405 freeway.  has worked equitably 
with other team members (licensed professional engineers), utilizing specialized software 
(Trimble Business Center) to complete this task, which resulted in an estimated saving of 
over $90k for the government — highlighting  ability to contribute meaningfully from 
both a technical and financial project perspective.     

 has consistently shown that  is not only capable of performing  tasks with 
diligence and precision but also excels in learning and adapting to new technologies. 
With  strong work ethic of tackling small and large tasks alike, combined with 
problem-solving abilities, I am confident that  can thrive in any environment and 
will continue to excel in  academic and professional pursuits.    

I highly recommend for this scholarship, as  past performance in my unit is 
a clear indication that  can make significant contributions to the engineering field, 
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and I have no doubt that  will continue to demonstrate the same level of excellence 
that  has shown here at Caltrans.    

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment”

I invite you to contact me at if you would like to discuss 
qualifications in greater detail.    

Sincerely,     

P.E., Safety Coordinator/Traffic Advisor
Division of Construction    
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I grew up in a small apartment in Brea as an only child. My mom, an immigrant and a 

single parent, worked her way up from almost nothing. I watched her build a better life 

for us, one long day at a time. One of the things she instilled in me from a young age is 

that I should love whatever I do. “Love what you do and you’ll never work a day in your 

life” was one of her mantras. It was in that context that I met my first lawyer when I was 

six years old. He was an eviction lawyer who defended families being forced out of their 

homes. He stood up for people who had nowhere else to turn, and to my six-year-old 

brain, he seemed like a superhero. 

Back then, I had no idea what the word “advocacy” meant. I only understood that a rule-

man’s words could protect people from those trying to hurt them. That early experience 

showed me how public institutions, laws, and policies affect ordinary people and their 

ability to live safely and securely in their communities. Over time, that connection to law 

was reduced to an ember, where it sat ready to turn back into a blazing bonfire. 

Years later, through Mock Trial, I rediscovered law and began feeling the same drive for 

advocacy I had as a young boy. When I stood in a mock courtroom for the first time 

giving an opening statement, that childhood interest came rushing back. This time, 

however, I understood the discipline, logic, and responsibility required to serve the 

public through the legal system. My coaches, all assistant district attorneys, showed me 

what it means to pursue justice responsibly and how government institutions protect 

communities through fair enforcement of the law. 

Last summer, I saw another side of how laws shape communities while interning at a 

civil litigation firm focused on property disputes and contract negotiation. There, I 

worked on cases involving housing and property conflicts. I experienced the 

unglamorous side of law: long hours of research, filing, revision, and writing. But those 

cases also showed me how legal systems, housing policy, and planning decisions affect 

the stability of neighborhoods and the lives of the people who live in them. 

Understanding how communities are structured, governed, and protected deepened my 

interest in public service and policy. 

 

232



Even outside the courtroom, many of my experiences have taught me lessons about 

leadership and community building. As Senior Patrol Leader of  Troop 99, I 

learned that leadership is not about control but about supporting others when things fall 

apart. In that role, I organize meetings, guide younger scouts, and help create an 

environment where everyone feels included. Through community service projects such 

as food drives, ecosystem restoration efforts, and fundraising events, I have seen how 

local leadership and civic engagement strengthen communities. 

These experiences have strengthened my interest in public service and in 

understanding how communities function and grow. Fields such as political science, 

public administration, and community planning are closely tied to the systems that 

shape housing, neighborhoods, and public safety. I want to better understand how 

policies are developed, how cities plan for growth, and how government institutions 

serve the people who rely on them. 

My long-term goal is to serve in the military’s Judge Advocate General’s Corps and 

eventually become a District Attorney. In these roles, I would work within government 

institutions to protect victims of crime, strengthen trust in the justice system, and support 

safer communities. Programs like the SCAG Scholarship Program are especially 

meaningful to me because they provide the opportunity to see how local governments 

and planners shape the places where people live and work. 

To me, law and public service are forms of creation. They involve people, facts, and 

conflicts, and they require careful thought to build fair solutions. Lawyers, planners, and 

public officials all take real problems faced by communities and work to construct 

systems that are stable, just, and effective. When I picture my future career, I remember 

that six-year-old watching a rule-man stand up for families who could not stand up 

for themselves. That moment shaped my desire to serve the public, strengthen 

communities, and help ensure that the systems governing our cities work for the people 

who depend on them. 
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February 26, 2026 

To Whom It May Concern, 

As a teacher with over twenty years of experience, it is my pleasure to offer my strongest 
recommendaƟon for  for scholarship. Over the years, I have wriƩen many leƩers 
on behalf of outstanding students, but  stands out as an individual whose intellectual 
ability, character, and leadership truly disƟnguish  among  peers. 

I had the privilege of teaching  in AP Seminar, where  consistently demonstrated 
excepƟonal criƟcal thinking and analyƟcal skills.  work reflected intellectual curiosity, rigor, 
and precision. excelled at construcƟng sophisƟcated, evidence-based arguments and 
delivering polished, engaging presentaƟons. In collaboraƟve projects, naturally emerged as a 
leader—organized, inclusive, and encouraging—ensuring that every group member contributed 
meaningfully and felt supported. 

Beyond  academic excellence, character is what most sets  apart. is kind, 
loyal, and deeply considerate of others, fostering an environment of respect wherever goes. 

 professionalism and maturity are remarkable for  age; carries with poise and 
thoughƞulness in both formal academic seƫngs and everyday interacƟons. 

commitment to leadership and service extends well beyond the classroom. serves 
as President of the Speech and Debate Club and is an acƟve member of Mock Trial, where 
team earned the 2024 JSerra MVP award. Through these roles,  has refined  skills in 
argumentaƟon, collaboraƟon, and public speaking while demonstraƟng ethical leadership and 
dedicaƟon to jusƟce.  is interested in public service and aims to work as a criminal prosecutor 
or a District AƩorney one day. 

Equally impressive is  sustained impact in  community. As a Patrol Leader and 
NaƟonal Jamboree Patrol Leader in the  Scouts, has shown iniƟaƟve and the ability to 
inspire others.  four-year leadership of a Haunted House Fundraiser, which raised over 
$25,000, speaks to creaƟvity, discipline, and commitment to meaningful service. Despite 
many responsibiliƟes,  maintains balance through personal pursuits such as piano, 
boxing, Muay Thai, swimming, and leadership roles in the French Club and Chess Club, 
highlighƟng  curiosity, versaƟlity, and excellent Ɵme-management skills. 

intellectual interests—parƟcularly at the intersecƟon of law, psychology, and 
society—reflect a student prepared to engage deeply with complex issues and contribute 
thoughƞully to the world around  empathy, analyƟcal ability, and sense of responsibility 
make  excepƟonally deserving of scholarship support. 

237



In short,  is the type of student who elevates every community  joins. is 
intellectually driven, ethically grounded, and deeply commiƩed to service and leadership. I give 

my highest recommendaƟon without reservaƟon and am confident will make a lasƟng 
and meaningful impact wherever  academic journey takes Please feel free to contact me 
at v  if you require any addiƟonal informaƟon. 

Warm regards, 
Verronica A. Clements 
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I plan to study civil engineering, with a focus on transportation, to design communities 
that are more sustainable and connected. Transportation accounts for a significant 
percentage of greenhouse gas emissions at the city level, yet in many suburban areas, 
infrastructure continues to prioritize cars above all else. Growing up in Irvine, I’ve 
experienced how wide arterials discourage biking and a lack of transit options forces 
everyone to rely on personal cars. 
 
One moment that solidified my interest in transportation was biking along the arterials 
of Jeffrey Road and Irvine Center Drive in order to reach my summer classes at Irvine 
Valley College. With four to six lanes of fast-moving traffic passing within a few feet of 
myself, separated only by paint, I saw how Irvine’s claims of promoting bicycle safety 
did not extend beyond the recreational bike paths. Although I could have taken a longer 
route that followed dedicated trails, it would have doubled my travel time and still 
required navigating high-speed arterials. This experience highlighted a critical 
weakness of Irvine’s bicycle network, in that essential destinations such as the 
community college were so disconnected from safe bicycle infrastructure. 
 
My interest grew when I joined Remake Irvine’s Streets for Everyone, a local advocacy 
group that guided me to give public comments in support of increased bus service and 
protected bike lanes. Through this work, I delivered multiple public comments and 
engaged with city officials, including meeting with the mayor and transportation staff. 
By advocating for expansion of the free IrvineConnect bus route, I saw how community 
voices could influence real policy decisions. These experiences taught me how better 
transportation systems could not only improve sustainability, but also create a more 
accessible society for those who are unable or unwilling to drive. 
 
Additionally, I joined Councilmember Kathleen Treseder’s Youth Advisory Council, 
where I attend and report on Transportation Commission meetings. Through these 
biweekly meetings, I learned about how the city analyzes traffic patterns, evaluates 
development proposals, and implements pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. Working 
closely with Transportation Commissioners Youssef Kaddeche and Thi Thruong, I 
advocated for leading pedestrian intervals, traffic calming measures, and protected bike 
lanes. I gained exposure to technical frameworks such as Vehicle Miles Traveled and 
Level of Service, as well as the nuances as to how different metrics shape planning 
priorities. I also collaborated with my peers across the other commissions, gaining 
insight as to how transportation and land use decisions intersected at both the 
Transportation and Planning Commissions. 
 

240



As a civil engineering student, I hope to build the technical foundation necessary to 
design these systems effectively. I want to design streets that do not only prioritize cars, 
but also pedestrian and bike safety. In addition, I would also want to design viable 
public transit systems that provide reliable and accessible service to all users, something 
largely lacking in most suburbs. By combining technical expertise with civic action, I 
hope to help my city transition toward infrastructure that reduces emissions, expands 
access, and strengthens community connection. 
 
I see a vision for communities where buses, biking, and walking are as convenient as 
driving. However, this requires implementing safer road designs that prioritize safety 
and accessibility to make pedestrians and bikers more comfortable. I’ve advocated for 
such initiatives at the Irvine Transportation Commission that are now being 
implemented, including Class IV bike lanes that physically separate bikes from cars, 
expansion of the free IrvineCONNECT bus route, and leading pedestrian intervals to 
improve visibility at intersections. As someone who bikes to school, I would directly 
benefit from these initiatives making my commute safer and faster. 
 
Better road design doesn’t just move people; it connects them. As people feel more 
comfortable leaving their individual cars, they engage more with their surroundings, 
fostering a more vibrant and resilient community. From creating safer routes to school 
to an integrated transit system, I want to help cities pioneer the way to improve 
suburban transportation to be accessible to all road users and promote sustainable 
alternatives. 
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March 18, 2026 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing you today with regards to , an excellent applicant for your scholarship. 
My name is , and  was a student in my Advanced Placement United States 
History course at Woodbridge High School in Irvine, California during the  academic year as 
well as currently enrolled in my AP Macroeconomics course. 

Over the course of the last academic year and this semester,  excelled at making contextual 
connections beyond simple memorization of the historical context to better understand the modern world 
through  writing and productive class engagement.   also improved  academic and critical 
thinking skills over the past year in his summative assignments but especially writing assignments, 
known as DBQs, where  applied the writing recommendations towards efficiency.  By sticking to the 
suggested schedule to succeed in my class, applied superior effort above and beyond fellow 
classmates.  

Besides considerable academic achievements at Woodbridge, Ankur distinguished himself 
during his high school career though his extracurriculars, especially California Boys and Girls State, the 
IUSD Advocacy Trip to Sacramento, and of course, Woodbridge Student Body President. Consequently, 
I highly recommend  as a candidate for your scholarship.  If I can provide any additional 
information, anecdotal or otherwise, regarding the qualifications of , please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

All the best, 

Social Science Teacher  
Woodbridge High School 
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Just because you have a voice does not mean that it is understood. In the hospital room, 
where my grandfather resided, different voices clashed around me — doctors, nurses, family— 
but my mother’s words were often too distorted by the noise and the language barrier to be 
comprehended. Growing up as a first generation Mexican-American, I consistently witnessed my 
mother use her voice to fight tirelessly during oppressive moments, not knowing that her struggle 
to be heard would awaken an advocate in me. 

“Él siente dolor here y here, no there,” my mother advocated for my grandfather.  
“Ma’am we do not have a translator,” the nurse stated.  
My mother did not back down in that hospital room, no matter how many times she had 

to speak for my grandfather’s care. Despite the nurses failing to understand her words, her 
determination never wavered. I would observe her urgency and broken phrases become 
misunderstood, leaving me too young to translate yet old enough to recognize the injustice. I 
took a silent vow that day: no one should be left without being heard. That vow was a seed 
planted in me, sprouting a passion that would gain momentum throughout my life. 

The roots of my passion started to form at home. It was a place where fragile financial 
stability and hushed arguments over my grandfather’s care revealed the weight of our economic 
hardship. As I grew older, I helped to translate bills, appointments, and mail for my family, 
transforming misunderstandings of communication into clarity. Each act of translation carried 
more than just words, it carried power. In amplifying the voices within my family, I discovered 
my own.  

When my grandfather passed away, the strong, resilient voice of my mom vanished, 
leaving behind a silent, grieving daughter. Her voice, which had always been my guide, had gone 
quiet. My grandfather’s passing showed me that even the strongest of voices could go silent. 
This event empowered me to not only dedicate myself to developing my own voice, but also 
fueled my inspiration to help others find theirs.  

Challenging myself to find this voice, I turned to resources within my community. I 
sought out Middle College High School, where I could take advantage of the dual enrollment 
program. As I navigated my college courses, I found that I was passionate about bridging my 
growing interests within Mathematics and Political Science. However, when I wanted to enroll in 
more classes than allowed at the community college, I was stopped by a strict unit cap. Refusing 
to let that barrier limit me, I met with the principal, argued my case, and earned approval to 
exceed the limit. As a result, I positioned myself to graduate with eight Associate’s Degrees. 

Wanting to strengthen my own self-advocacy further, I joined Speech and Debate. There, 
I felt empowered to speak not just for myself, but for those whose stories are often overlooked. I 
spoke out against the dehumanization of immigrants in rounds and tournaments, including the 
National Speech and Debate Tournament. Through every competition, Speech and Debate helped 
mold my voice, empowering me to do the same for others. This led me to volunteer to be a judge 
and mentor for younger students. I watched the benefit of coaching the middle school students 
take flight as their confidence built, just like mine did.  
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Further inspired to empower student voices within my community, I joined the SayVotes 
Fellowship my junior year of high school. There, my goal was to strengthen civic participation. 
By giving presentations during classes, I encouraged pre-voting and nonpartisan voter 
registration in my school. My work allowed me to accomplish change by starting conversations 
on how young people can participate and influence results in elections. In doing so, I furthered 
my goal of empowering the next generation to speak up, take action, and realize that their voices 
can transform the world around them.  

Returning to the hospital room during my junior year, now for my mother, I was a 
translator and advocate. The room was filled with the clarity of her voice because I was there to 
ensure every word was not just spoken, but honored. The purpose of my past has become 
unmistakably clear: I use my words to reclaim space, to demand to be seen, and I will continue 
until every broken phrase that my community speaks is one that is understood.  

I refuse to stop at my local community. Through advocacy, organizing, and 
initiative-building, I aim to give back what I have learned by representing and amplifying voices 
that are too often ignored. Studying political science and statistics will allow me to bridge my 
two passions, story and structure, so I can become a policy analyst who translates the lived 
struggles of marginalized communities into actionable data and equitable legislation. This 
commitment to service is not abstract; it is the foundation that guides every academic and 
professional step I take as I prepare to serve beyond my hometown. 

That path forward became possible after I matched to Yale University through 
QuestBridge. At Yale, I plan to equip myself with the analytical tools necessary to engage policy 
at its roots. By building strong relationships with professors, utilizing office hours and tutoring, 
and participating in public-service–oriented first-year programs, I will prepare for internships in 
Washington, D.C. Whether working alongside members of Congress, state officials, or local 
leaders, my priority will remain constant: policy must center the people it claims to serve. During 
my senior year, I will work closely with advisors to pursue graduate study in social data and 
public policy. In graduate school, my commitment will shift from a local lens to a national one, 
examining how legislation impacts communities across the United States that succeeds, what 
fails, and why. Through these academic and professional experiences, I will enter public service 
prepared to fight for policy that is informed by data, grounded in justice, and speaks every phrase 
my mom never could. 
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Minimum 500-word personal statement describing your interest in civil engineering, 

community planning, political science, public administration, regional planning, 

sustainable development, urban planning, or other related fields, and future career goals. 

Stepping onto the floor of the California State Assembly, I realized I could be the change 

I wanted to see in the world. The opportunities I have pursued in high school have only solidified 

my choice to pursue a career in political science. Whether it was picking up the phone to a 

woman fearful of ICE raids in her community, presenting a bill to California legislators aimed at 

combatting exorbitantly high housing prices, or sitting alongside seven elected officials as a 

student board member to serve my peers, I have become inspired by the idea of serving and 

helping others. Communities have the right to be heard by those who represent them, but I have 

seen firsthand from my peers that it isn’t always easy to put yourself out there. Thus, being able 

to bridge the gap and serve others has drawn me into civic service. 

I have taken this sentiment to heart through my service as a student board member to the 

Newport-Mesa Unified School District. During my first school board meeting, I vividly recall 

being called “kiddo” and feeling as though my position did not garner the same respect on the 

dais simply because of my age. If I had felt like this as a student member of the board, I could 

only imagine how members of the community might feel when they gave public comments, but I 

didn’t have to imagine for long. At one point during the meeting, discussion on a gang reduction 

program began. The public provided their opinions, yet only one or two of the board members 

made any reference to them. In a room full of underprivileged families who had just given 30 

minutes of statements, it was as if the board had heard none of it. From that point on, I knew that 

I had to use my position to help give them a voice. I asked questions that allowed concerned 

parents, impacted students, and myself to understand. After discussing the item for over an hour 
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and listening to experts on both sides, the board made their decision. While at first I was nervous 

to voice my confusion and opinion in front of the entire board and audience, I realized that it was 

the right choice. I have learned that if I want meaningful change to occur, my community’s voice 

to be heard, or a question to be answered, I must be open and honest. This experience revealed to 

me that I have the courage to do that for my community. 

Outside of my role as student board member, I took charge to implement change that 

would benefit those around me in relation to student nutrition. Through collaboration with the 

president of my school’s advocacy club, we spoke at district meetings to begin dialogue on the 

issue. From there, we compiled and sent out surveys which received responses by over 80% of 

the student body, met with nutritional coordinators from the district office, and have seen 

tangible changes to the menu which have garnered positive student feedback. As of now, there 

are also efforts to modify the website to be more accessible so that all students' nutritional needs 

are fully met. Seeing how much progress we were able to make taught me that no issue is out of 

reach and not to be discouraged from anything that appears difficult.  

Looking to the future, these experiences have shaped my aspirations immensely. I plan on 

pursuing a degree in political science and a career in government. I have not yet determined 

whether I want to work in local, state, or federal governance, or whether I want to work as a 

staffer or as an actual elected official. However, I have already taken part in internships and 

mentorships that have helped shape my future goals. I plan to continue pursuing internships with 

elected officials, mentors from differing professions, and take part in education programs 

situated directly in Washington D.C. to help me solidify what I want to work towards once I am 

in college. However, I know regardless of the exact path I choose to take, I will be on a path of 

serving the community around me. 
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Newport-Mesa Unified School District 
Non-Discrimination Statement 

The Newport-Mesa Unified School District Governing Board is committed to providing equal opportunity for all individuals in education. District programs, activities, 
practices, and employment shall be free from discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group 
identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression; the perception of one 
or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or a group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. This policy applies to all acts 
related to school activities, or school attendance within a school under the jurisdiction of the Superintendent. 

269



 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 4 
 
 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY APPLICATIONS: 

401, 402, 403, 404, 405 

270



271



During my lifetime, I was always taught to appreciate what I have and the life my parents 
have provided me so far. I am the of parents who immigrated from a foreign country to the 
United States, so when they began a family, we would have the opportunities they never got. As 
a first generation student and being a part of a minority group the odds were usually never just 
randomly in my favor. Getting educated and making the right choices is my own philosophy that 
I try to live by and speaks volumes to my numerous sacrifices made to get to this exact moment.  

One of the most impactful things I feel I’ve done during my time was at the beginning of 
my senior year. I was the lead of a voter pre-registration campaign, the first ever held at my 
school. I chose to be part of it so students could realize the importance of making their voice 
heard in government. Everybody deserves to be a part of policies because it affects all our lives. 
Realizing this was a monumental moment for me and being part of this campaign, I hope I 
helped my fellow classmates have this realization too.  

As for my future there are two majors that have my full attention: landscape architecture 
and, more recently, environmental engineering. I want to attend San Diego State University or 
Cal Poly Pomona, where I will obtain my bachelor's degree. During my time at either of these 
schools, I plan to be successful by creating an outline to structure my school years. Following 
this will keep me on track to reach my higher division courses, graduate and begin my career.  

Pursuing these careers will provide me with many opportunities to give back to the world 
but more importantly my community, the Coachella Valley. For years, the cities have been 
growing and with this growth, expansion has started. As a landscape architect, I would help by 
designing public spaces. These areas would not only benefit people but also the environment 
through applying processes which will consider how we interact with our desert. Being a 
landscape architect combines creativity and nature. However, what holds even more emphasis on 
the environment is environmental engineering. Climate change has always worried me, as the 
planet is our only home, so if we do not take care of it, there is no other place we can go. 
Creating an equitable environment for all starts by making changes in the places we live. I aim to 
achieve this by starting at Coachella with waste management and infrastructure projects, but 
eventually expand to making industry practices as a whole more sustainable. Furthermore, 
pursuing a career as an environmental engineer I’d contribute to construction plans by surveying 
land and implementing measures to make the process and results are eco-friendly. Once again, 
hopefully making industry practices as a whole adequate for our current times. People need to 
consider that there will be generations of people who will come after us and have a right to enjoy 
the Earth, just as we did.  

As a final note this scholarship will impact my ability to finance my education because 
obtaining a degree has progressively become more expensive. This is not a financial struggle I 
want to put on my parents. Being a first-generation college student and the second of three 
people in my family to pursue higher education already puts pressure on me, since this is going 
to be new. The battle of adapting to college life and new adult responsibilities will already pose a 
challenge in itself, but adding the stress of how I am going to pay for it will be another aspect on 
my plate that I need to consider. Constantly worrying about this will and has taken away from 
my education because the energy I could put towards improving myself instead went to thinking 
about my future and the absurd amount of cash needed to pursue it. As well, considering my 
little brother has impacted me since he may also choose to go to college, and if my parents spend 
everything they have on my four years, he will be even worse off and feel more hopeless than I 
do. Going into adulthood is a learning experience and will most likely come with complications 
of its own, especially with the world we live in today. Being awarded the scholarship would take 
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some weight off parents shoulders. Becoming riddled with debt seems extremely complicated to 
get out of, and using resources around me to avoid this as much as possible seems like the wisest 
move for me to take. University feels like it is locked behind a pay wall, and I do not want this to 
become the reason I did not accomplish what I want in life. Without it, I am not sure if I will be 
able to fund my education or proceed with my future endeavors, I strive to complete with my 
degree. My family is one of my true motivator and I do hope to make a difference on this Earth 
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Parent/guardian name, address, telephone

NOVA Academy - Coachella
52-780 Frederick Street

Crs-ID Course Title Mark Att/Cmp

Student Name Grade
12

Counselor
Chavez

Student ID

Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID

Coachella, CA 92236

March 9, 2026

Transcript of Student Progress
Accredited by WASC

Grade

(760) 398-9806 | Fax (760) 398-7664

Grade 9 Fall Semester 2022-2023
Nova Academy - Coachella

p Eng 9007 A+ 5.00 5.00
p Biology013 A 5.00 5.00

PE021 A 5.00* 5.00
Family024 CR 1.00* 1.00

p Freshman Sem.030 A+ 5.00 5.00
Advanced Sports156 A 5.00 5.00
Project History383 A+ 5.00 5.00

p Int Math 2 H642 A 5.00+ 5.00
Credit Att: 36.00 Cmp: 36.00 AGPA: 4.17

Grade 9 Spring Semester 2022-2023
Nova Academy - Coachella

p Eng 9007 A+ 5.00 5.00
p Biology013 A+ 5.00 5.00

PE021 A+ 5.00* 5.00
Family024 CR 1.00* 1.00

p Freshman Sem.030 A+ 5.00 5.00
p Art 1051 A+ 5.00 5.00

Advanced Sports156 A+ 5.00 5.00
p Int Math 2 H642 A+ 5.00+ 5.00

College of the Desert
p First Year SeminarOTH609 A 10.00+ 10.00

Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 4.38
Grade 10 Fall Semester 2023-2024

Nova Academy - Coachella
p Chemistry014 A+ 5.00 5.00
p Span 2018 A+ 5.00 5.00

PE021 A+ 5.00* 5.00
Family024 CR 1.00* 1.00

p Painting118 A+ 5.00 5.00
p Eng 10 Honors125 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p World Hist Hon232 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Int Math 3-H569 A+ 5.00+ 5.00

p Intro to SociologyHST279 A 10.00+ 10.00
Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 4.63

Grade 10 Spring Semester 2023-2024
Nova Academy - Coachella

p Chemistry014 A 5.00 5.00
p Span 2018 A+ 5.00 5.00

PE021 A+ 5.00* 5.00
Family024 CR 1.00* 1.00

p Eng 10 Honors125 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
SOAR-Reading134 CR 1.00 1.00

p World Hist Hon232 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
LINK/TUTORIAL468 CR 0.00* 0.00

p Int Math 3-H569 A+ 5.00+ 5.00

p Intro to Criminal JuHST279 A 10.00+ 10.00
Credit Att: 42.00 Cmp: 42.00 AGPA: 4.71

Grade 11 Fall Semester 2024-2025
Nova Academy - Coachella

p Leadership022 A+ 5.00 5.00
Family024 CR 1.00* 1.00
TeacherAssist093 CR 5.00* 5.00
SOAR-Reading134 CR 1.00 1.00
SOAR-Math135 CR 1.00 1.00

p Pre-Calculus-H195 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Eng 11 Honors218 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Amer Hist Hon231 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p AP Spanish Lang459 A+ 5.00a 5.00

p Intro to Race & EthHST279 A 13.00+ 13.00
Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 4.87

Grade 11 Spring Semester 2024-2025
Nova Academy - Coachella

p Leadership022 A+ 5.00 5.00

Family024 CR 1.00* 1.00
p Ethnic Studies078 A+ 5.00 5.00

TeacherAssist093 CR 5.00* 5.00
SOAR-Reading134 CR 1.00 1.00
SOAR-Math135 CR 1.00 1.00

p Pre-Calculus-H195 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Eng 11 Honors218 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Amer Hist Hon231 A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p AP Spanish Lang459 A+ 5.00a 5.00

Credit Att: 38.00 Cmp: 38.00 AGPA: 4.67
Grade 12 Fall Semester 2025-2026

Nova Academy - Coachella
p Leadership022 A+ 5.00 5.00

Family024 CR 1.00* 1.00
TeacherAssist093 CR 5.00* 5.00

p Senior Seminar198 A+ 5.00 5.00
p Economics Honor356 A+ 5.00+ 5.00

Philosophy727 A+ 5.00 5.00

p Acad Rdg and WriCOD017 A 10.00+ 10.00
p Intro to MusicCOD019 A 10.00+ 10.00

Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 4.63
--WORK IN PROGRESS--
Nova Academy - Coachella

p Leadership022 5.00 0.00
Family024 1.00* 0.00
College-NOVA.CO100 10.00 0.00
Academic Sup104 5.00 0.00

p College-COD110 10.00+ 0.00
p College-COD110 10.00+ 0.00

SOAR-Reading134 1.00 0.00
SOAR-Math135 1.00 0.00

p Senior Seminar198 5.00 0.00
p Amer Gov Hon229 5.00+ 0.00

College of the Desert

College of the Desert

University of California Irvine Extension

College of the Desert

a = Advanced Placement (weighted)

4.59

School Enter: 6/6/2022

Weighted
r = Repeated

Test Taken Score
AP: Spanish Language

District Enter: 6/6/2022

Non-Wgtd

This transcript is unofficial unless
signed by a school official. Signature:

* = Non Academic + = Honors (weighted) p = College Prep

Date:

300.00Credit Attempted:
300.00Credit Completed:

Class of 2026

Date
05/25Acad GPA (9-12)

Total GPA (9-12)
Acad GPA (10-12)

4.54
4.70

4.00

4.00
4.00

4

Course Tags:

Needed
CREDIT SUMMARY

Credit Req'd ComplSubject Area
English 09 10.00 10.00 -
English 10 10.00 10.00 -
English 11 10.00 10.00 -
English 12 10.00 10.00 -
World History 10.00 10.00 -
American History 10.00 10.00 -
Am Government 5.00 - 5.00
Economics 5.00 5.00 -
Life Science 10.00 10.00 -
Physical Science 10.00 10.00 -
Math 30.00 30.00 -
Physical Education 20.00 20.00 -
Fine Art 10.00 10.00 -
Foreign Lang 20.00 20.00 -
Study Skills 10.00 10.00 -
Elective 40.00 125.00 -
* TOTALS * 220.00 300.00 5.00
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Parent/guardian name, address, telephone

NOVA Academy - Coachella
52-780 Frederick Street

Crs-ID Course Title Mark Att/Cmp

Student Name Grade
12

Counselor
Chavez

Student ID

Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID

Coachella, CA 92236

March 9, 2026

Transcript of Student Progress
Accredited by WASC

Grade

(760) 398-9806 | Fax (760) 398-7664

Total Credit: 53.00

a = Advanced Placement (weighted)

4.59

School Enter: 6/6/2022

Weighted
r = Repeated

Test Taken Score
AP: Spanish Language

District Enter: 6/6/2022

Non-Wgtd

This transcript is unofficial unless
signed by a school official. Signature:

* = Non Academic + = Honors (weighted) p = College Prep

Date:

300.00Credit Attempted:
300.00Credit Completed:

Class of 2026

Date
05/25Acad GPA (9-12)

Total GPA (9-12)
Acad GPA (10-12)

4.54
4.70

4.00

4.00
4.00

4

State ID#

Course Tags:

Needed
CREDIT SUMMARY

Credit Req'd ComplSubject Area
English 09 10.00 10.00 -
English 10 10.00 10.00 -
English 11 10.00 10.00 -
English 12 10.00 10.00 -
World History 10.00 10.00 -
American History 10.00 10.00 -
Am Government 5.00 - 5.00
Economics 5.00 5.00 -
Life Science 10.00 10.00 -
Physical Science 10.00 10.00 -
Math 30.00 30.00 -
Physical Education 20.00 20.00 -
Fine Art 10.00 10.00 -
Foreign Lang 20.00 20.00 -
Study Skills 10.00 10.00 -
Elective 40.00 125.00 -
* TOTALS * 220.00 300.00 5.00
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To Whom It May Concern: 

It is with great enthusiasm and confidence that I recommend . I have had the privilege of 
knowing  since  began academic journey at NOVA Academy Early College High School. I 
currently serve as the school’s Executive Director, and prior to this role, I spent three years as 
Principal. Over the four years I have known  has consistently distinguished  as one of the 
most exceptional students I have had the opportunity to work with. 

 is an outstanding scholar who has fully embraced academic rigor.  has earned an impressive 4.5 
GPA while intentionally choosing the most challenging courses available rather than opting for an “easy A.” 

 demonstrates intellectual curiosity, strong discipline, and a genuine commitment to learning. In addition 
to high school coursework,  has taken more than six college-level courses through both College of 
the Desert and the University of California, Irvine, earning an A in every course. ability to excel in 
advanced academic environments speaks to  maturity, work ethic, and readiness for college-level 
expectations. 

Beyond the classroom,  is deeply engaged in campus life and leadership.  was instrumental in 
helping establish NOVA Academy’s first basketball club and team, an effort that required initiative, 
collaboration, and perseverance.  is also an active member of Leadership and regularly supports the 
school’s front office, demonstrating professionalism, responsibility, and a willingness to serve others. 
consistently volunteers both during and after school, as well as within the broader community, always 
stepping in wherever help is needed.  is a student who can be relied upon without hesitation. 

What truly sets  apart, however, is  character.  is genuine, kind, patient, and unfailingly positive. 
 treats peers, staff, and community members with respect and compassion, and  leads by example 

through  actions rather than seeking recognition.  is the type of student every school hopes to have 
on campus — dependable, service-oriented, and driven by a strong sense of integrity. 

I am confident that  will make meaningful contributions to any college or organization  joins. 
academic ability, leadership experience, and personal character position  for success in higher education 
and beyond. I look forward to seeing the continued growth and accomplishments that I know are ahead for 

Please feel free to contact me if you require any additional information or would like to discuss 
further. I can be reached at lisa-hernandez@nova-academy.org. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Hernandez 
Executive Director 
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My interest in fields such as public administration and sustainable development comes 
from my curiosity about how systems and our environment shape our lives, such as 
communication and education. I intend to major in linguistics and my long term career 
has been becoming a speech pathologist and an educational activist. I have first-hand 
experience and recognize that these disciplines are deeply connected to the way 
communities are designed, governed, and supported. What we build in our community, 
such as physical, social, or institutional, plays a key role in determining who has access 
to resources, opportunities, and a voice.  

Language has been one of my community's powerful tools, as we try to advocate for 
what’s right, and give people the same access to develop and strive for success. My 
passion for my career goal begins, as I see how in my community, there aren't so many 
speech pathologists helping out and realizing that they have to come overseas. I want 
to help individuals to overcome language barriers and express themselves to participate 
fully with everyone. I understand that communication challenges aren’t issues, but they 
are a big influence by larger systems such as policy, resources, and infrastructure. I’ve 
seen my brother struggle with his speech, and knowing that there isn't any at school and 
we got the opportunity to go speech therapy somewhere further, but I realized that most 
of the children don’t receive these opportunities. This is the reason why I'm down 
towards the fields like public administration because I want to be someone they look up 
to.  

However, access to quality speech therapy often depends on where someone lives, for 
example, I live in the Coachella Valley. Funding is one of the main factors that might be 
an issue to consider. Students may not receive the support they need due to the 
systemic inequalities. By understanding how cities are planned and public programs are 
implemented, I hope to advocate for more equitable distribution of educational 
healthcare resources. Urban planning and public administrations provide the tools to 
address these disparities on a broader scale ensuring that support services are not 
limited by geographic, but social economic status. 

In addition, I am interested in sustainable development because it shows long term and 
growth that will benefit not only me, but the community. It creates systems that are fair 
socially and economically. In education, building programs that continue to support 
students overtime are more beneficial and will increase the likelihood of students 
graduating, rather than supporting short term or unequal solutions. I want to promote 
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policies that prioritize inclusive learning environments and access to Language 
development resources for all students around the community.  
 
Along with education, transportation is a big priority for students. For many families in 
the Coachella Valley, transportation is a barrier to receive consistent care. 
Understanding how to design cities and systems that are accessible and efficient can 
impact a student's ability to receive speech or educational services. These connections 
show how impactful these fields are when they work together to improve life quality for 
students.  
 
To conclude, my interest in community development and  Language stem from where I 
grew up, and experiencing this first-hand and having hard times as I grew up, I became 
more passionate in how we can improve my community, build better systems for the 
schools, seeing how unfair it is. As well as creating meaningful change that empowers 
individuals and strengthens communities.  
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Lake Elsinore is by no means a notable city. It receives brief attention for its springtime 

poppies, but otherwise, it’s overlooked. Even so, I’ve always had pride in my hometown and a 

desire to make it better. Growing up there has given me a firsthand understanding of how much a 

community’s quality of life depends on the decisions made through local government, planning, 

and resource allocation. What may seem like small differences—updated facilities, accessible 

public spaces, or well-funded schools—can shape the opportunities available to entire 

communities. 

I went to a Title 1 middle school. While it wasn’t located in the richest area, the 

education I received shaped who I am today. But one thing that was hard to ignore was the lack 

of resources my school, and many other areas of the city, had access to. Lake Elsinore has its 

gated communities, but much of the city on the far side of the lake still feels outdated. Some 

progress has been made, yet so much more is needed. Seeing these contrasts made me question 

why certain areas receive more attention and investment than others, and how those decisions are 

made. 

Last year, I was accepted into Lake Elsinore’s Dream Extreme Future Leaders Program. I 

was instantly excited by the chance to learn about city government and hopefully use those 

lessons to contribute something meaningful as a leader. Through the program, I learned about 

economic development, how safety services operate, and even small-scale approaches to 

homelessness. But the most impactful part came when I created a staff report for a mock city 

council meeting. 

Shadowing the city management analyst, we brainstormed ideas for improvements the 

city truly needs. While many of my ideas weren’t managed by the city, we eventually focused on 
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one that was both realistic and impactful: restoring a local park. Lincoln Street Park has a 

basketball court and plenty of space, but it lacks bathrooms and a concession stand, making it 

much less accessible to people who frequently visit. Proposing these additions showed me how 

even small improvements can create ripple effects: increasing park usage leads to increased local 

activity and encourages further development. I realized that making a difference doesn’t always 

require dramatic change; sometimes, it’s about noticing what’s missing and finding a practical 

way to fix it, one thing at a time. 

Through this experience, I discovered a strong interest in Political Science, particularly in 

how local governments make decisions that directly affect communities. I became interested in 

understanding how policies are created, how budgets are prioritized, and how leaders balance 

competing needs with limited resources. These are the kinds of decisions that determine whether 

a park is renovated, a school is funded, or a neighborhood receives attention. Studying political 

science will allow me to better understand these systems and how they can be improved to serve 

communities more equitably. 

At the same time, I’ve come to realize that effective change depends not only on policy, 

but also on education. Many of the challenges I observed in my community are not just the result 

of limited resources, but also a lack of awareness about how to access opportunities or participate 

in local decision-making. This has led me to develop an interest in the role education plays in 

empowering individuals to advocate for their communities. Whether through schools or 

community programs, I believe education can help bridge the gap between people and the 

systems that impact their lives. 
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In the future, I hope to pursue a career in Public Administration or urban and regional 

planning, where I can work directly with communities to address issues such as infrastructure, 

public spaces, and resource distribution. I am especially interested in working with cities like 

Lake Elsinore—places that may not receive widespread attention, but still have strong potential 

for growth and improvement. My goal is to contribute to practical, community-based solutions 

that make everyday life more accessible and equitable. 

Ultimately, my experiences have shown me that meaningful change often begins in 

overlooked places. I want to be part of the process that brings attention, resources, and thoughtful 

development to those communities. By pursuing my interests in political science and education, I 

hope to gain the knowledge and skills necessary to make a lasting impact—not through large, 

abstract ideas, but through realistic, intentional improvements that strengthen the communities 

people call home. 
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October 1, 2024 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I have known   for five years. It has been a pleasure to have had  on my fastpitch 
softball team, as well as becoming a family friend. I have been impressed by  diligence, 
enthusiasm, and  commitment to excel in all aspects of  life.   

 is independent and compassionate with excellent critical thinking skills.  goals in life 
include graduating from a four year university and becoming an Educator, along with some 
interest in law.  has also participated in multiple clubs on campus such as Scholarship Club, 
International Baccalaureate, California Scholarship Federation. These are just a few examples of 

 involvement and dedication to  school and community. 

I have watched  grow in the years I have known  and  has exemplified the epitome of 
hardwork and dedication.  is always welcome to any challenge with a mindset that nothing 
can stand in  way.  understands that limitations are just challenges with foreign solutions 
that require experience and familiarity.  is more than a positive example to  teammates and 
peers.  confidence is infectious and is the catalyst for success in any team-like setting. 
is a future leader. I have literally witnessed  smile in the face of adversity.  positive 
attitude through hard times and struggle is an example to most adults and is a testament to 
amazing parents and support system.  has also demonstrated what it means to maintain a 
balanced and healthy approach to  tasks and does not allow  to be overwhelmed with 
being involved with many interests simultaneously.  has made more than  parents proud. 
As  former coach, I am honored and privileged to have been trusted as a Mentor of 
is already a success story all  own. I am excited to see where life takes  and I am confident 
that the rest of the world will benefit from  overwhelming Virtuousness, Professionalism, 
and Resilience. 

I highly recommend  for any university or position that  may seek to pursue.  will be a 
valuable asset for any organization and will certainly exceed expectations.  

Best Regards 

Phillip Ruiz 
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To Whom It May Concern, 

I have had the privilege of teaching   as an AP Biology student during the 

2024-2025 school year and as a Principles of Biomedical Sciences student during the 2023-2024 

school year.  is an exceptional student. It is an honor to recommend such a dedicated and 

well–rounded student.  

 strives to do  best in school on a daily basis.  would even attend after or before 

school extra study/help sessions and seek additional support as needed. It was a pleasure to 

have  in class; and as a teacher, I wish I had more students like  is always respectful, 

driven, curious, motivated to succeed, and is an exceptional role model for younger students at 

Paloma and in our community.  

Furthermore,  is a collaborative and engaging student who is well-respected by both 

peers and teachers.  consistently demonstrates a strong work ethic, taking initiative to 

understand complex concepts and investing significant time and effort into  academic 

pursuits.  proactive approach to learning reflects  mature and responsible academic 

attitude. 

One of  most notable achievements was  success in the preliminary HOSA (Health 

Occupations Students of America) competition, where  advanced to the state level with a 

compelling science career project focused on nutrition.  project showcased  creativity 

and practical approach to health sciences.  innovative demonstration, which included 

preparing healthy brownies, exemplified  commitment to promoting nutritional awareness.  

In addition to  previous HOSA achievements,  has proven  to be an outstanding 

student yet again with a genuine passion for medical sciences.  upcoming participation in the 

state HOSA Medical Innovations competition next month further underscores  dedication to 

exploring cutting-edge healthcare approaches. 

 is a highly ambitious student and leader. It is commendable how well  can manage 

time between school, personal life and extracurricular activities. All while having aspiring goals 

for  and to help our society. I have great confidence that  will succeed at whatever 

puts  mind to. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to email, 

heaven.boone@puhsd.org, or call me, (951) 672-6030, at any time. 

Sincerely, 

Heaven Boone 

AP Biology, PLTW Principles of Biomedical Sciences & Nutritional Science Teacher
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February 23, 2026,  

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am honored to recommend  for your scholarship opportunities. I have 
served as  esports advisor for four years and  senior-year science teacher, and I can 
confidently say  is one of the most dedicated, resourceful, and compassionate students 
I have worked with. 

 has been a committed member of our esports club since  freshman year, 
progressing from publicist in 10th grade to vice president in 11th grade, and now president 
in  senior year. This growth reflects both  consistency and the trust of  peers. As 
president,  organized and hosted a middle school and high school esports tournament, 
coordinating logistics, promotion, and student participation.  also volunteered to 
represent our program on a Zoom panel discussing the impact of esports on students. 

 leadership is defined by action.  mentors younger members, helps teammates 
develop technical and strategic skills, and fosters an inclusive, team-oriented culture. 
stays late to ensure equipment is prepared, checks in on struggling students, and calmly 
resolves conflicts during competition. 

What distinguishes  most is  ability to balance leadership with academic 
excellence. I have seen  work on calculus assignments between tournament matches, 
and on one occasion  logged into a Saturday school Zoom session for calculus while 
attending a Riverside esports tournament. That moment exemplified  discipline, focus, 
and exceptional time management. 

In the classroom,  is engaged, intellectually curious, and unafraid of challenges. 
asks thoughtful questions, contributes creative insights, and approaches setbacks as 
opportunities for growth. 

Through  leadership, volunteerism, and consistent commitment to others,  has 
made a meaningful impact on our school community.  resilience, maturity, and 
determination make  highly deserving of scholarship recognition. I am confident 
will continue to excel academically while contributing positively to every community 
joins. 

It is my strongest recommendation that you consider  for your 
scholarship program. 

Sincerely,  

Noah Conaway 
Chemistry/Honors Medical Interventions Teacher 
Esports Club Advisor 
Paloma Valley High School  
(951) 672-6030 x22213
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While scientific innovation has surged, policy has largely remained stagnant. Despite major advances in 
renewable energy and energy-efficient technologies, fossil fuels still supply nearly 80% of global energy. 
To me, this statistic is more than just a global issue. It reflects a disconnect I have seen firsthand: the gap 
between what we are capable of engineering and what we are actually able to implement. It is within this 
gap that I discovered my purpose, not only as an engineer, but as a leader and connector working at the 
intersection of public policy, sustainable infrastructure, and technology. 

My journey began in the lab, where I explored next-generation semiconductor materials in Professor 
Jianlin Liu’s Quantum-Structures Laboratory at UC Riverside. Through bandgap engineering and 
photoluminescence studies of ZnGaO thin films, I contributed to research published in a Nature Portfolio 
journal. Looking through a microscope, I saw copper interconnects stretch like highways across silicon 
landscapes, forming what I came to think of as “semiconductor cities.” These microscopic systems 
mirrored real urban infrastructure, shaping how energy and information move through our world. 

However, it was through presenting this research at conferences such as the Materials Research Society 
meeting in Boston that my perspective truly expanded. As I spoke with researchers, industry 
professionals, and policy-minded leaders, I realized that even the most advanced materials cannot create a 
meaningful impact without systems that support their use. Conversations moved beyond technical 
performance and focused on implementation. We discussed how innovations could be integrated into 
energy grids, how data centers could reduce their environmental impact, and how policy decisions could 
either accelerate or slow progress. In those moments, I began to see my role more clearly. I was not just 
working to advance technology, but to help guide how it becomes part of sustainable systems. 

This understanding became more personal during my time at the Garcia Summer Research Program. 
What started as a research experience grew into a global community of thinkers and collaborators. 
Surrounded by peers from Guatemala, Canada, Vietnam, and beyond, I saw how different perspectives 
could strengthen ideas. We spent hours discussing research and then naturally shifted into conversations 
about ethics, sustainability, and global responsibility. These experiences showed me that innovation does 
not come from individual brilliance alone. It grows from collaboration across cultures and disciplines. 

Inspired by this, I worked to expand that model of collaboration beyond a single program. Through 
building EngineeringPivot, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit connecting over 1,200 students across six continents, I 
created opportunities for students with limited access to research to engage in mentored engineering 
projects. Through this global network, I saw how bringing together people from different disciplines, 
cultures, and backgrounds strengthened both innovation and purpose. EngineeringPivot became more than 
a program. It became a community where ideas could meet, grow, and turn into real impact. 

These experiences shaped how I see myself. I realized that my greatest strength is not only in developing 
new technologies, but in connecting people and ideas. I want to bridge the gap between engineers and 
policymakers, between research and implementation, and between communities working toward shared 
challenges. This perspective guided my work as an editor for the Journal of Ethics in Scientific and 
Technological Innovations, where I helped translate research into broader conversations about 
environmental policy and ethical responsibility. 
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My interest in sustainability engineering, urban planning, and public policy comes directly from this 
vision. Infrastructure, whether it is transportation systems, energy grids, or digital semiconductor 
networks, defines how societies function and how resources are distributed. As artificial intelligence and 
advanced computing continue to grow, the energy demands of our digital infrastructure are increasing at 
an unsustainable pace. Solving this challenge requires more than better technology. It requires 
coordination between engineering, policy, and planning. 

Looking ahead, I hope to lead at the intersection of sustainable engineering and public policy, using 
global collaboration to drive change. Early in my career, I want to work in environments where 
engineering solutions are translated into real infrastructure and policy decisions, ensuring that innovations 
in semiconductors and energy systems are applied at scale. In the long term, I hope to lead 
interdisciplinary efforts that bring together engineers, policymakers, and communities to build systems 
that are not only advanced but also sustainable and equitable. 

Ultimately, I want to help create a future where conversations about technology are inseparable from 
conversations about sustainability. The global communities I have been part of, from Garcia to 
EngineeringPivot, have shown me that solving complex challenges requires more than innovation. It 
requires connection. By bringing together disciplines and perspectives, I hope to turn fragmented progress 
into meaningful, lasting change. 
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Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering  
343 Winston Chung Hall  

900 University Avenue  
Riverside, CA 92521  

March 11, 2026  

Re: Letter of support for 

To whom it may concern:  

It is my pleasure to strongly recommend , who is a Martin Luther King High  
school student, to be admitted in your esteemed scholarship program.  

I shall start with a brief introduction of myself. I am a Professor in the Department of  
Electrical and Computer Engineering, University of California, Riverside. My research  
area is semiconductor thin films, nanowires and quantum dots for nanoelectronic and  
optoelectronic device applications. I have published more than 200 technical journal 
papers in these fields.  has been a high-school student researcher in my group since 
the summer of 2023. Thus, I am eligible to assess  research performance.  

 is a hard-working and fast-learning student who always pays attention to details.  
Every Saturday  comes to the lab and learns how to do experiments with a graduate  
student who I assigned to directly mentor . During the learning sessions, 
understands  quickly how the physics works behind the experiments and learns by 
analogy.  is always  ready and willing to learn new things. In addition,  is very quick 
to apply what  has  learnt to experiments we are carrying out.   

After  became more experienced in the operation of the measurement equipment, 
  was fully trusted and  would carry out experiments independently. regularly  

performed absorption spectra measurement, film thickness measurement,  
photoluminescence measurement, current-voltage measurement, and so on. Also,   
mastered how to process and analyze these data using professional graphing software.  

 completed the tasks that were assigned to  and did the work perfectly.  has  
helped my graduate students to acquire much experimental data and has been very helpful  
during  time in the lab. has also mastered the preparation of posters and gave  
outstanding presentations. As an evidence,  poster presentations based on  research  
of wide bandgap zinc gallium oxide semiconductors in our lab had been evaluated as one  
of the top presentations in the annual Riverside County Science Fairs in the last two years 
in a row; has also received the National US Air Force Science Fair Recognition Award.  
Moreover, as one of the main contributors, is a co-author of a published journal paper  
entitled “Photoluminescence study of optical transitions in spinel zinc gallium oxide thin  
films” (Scientific Reports 15, 16667(2025)). 
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Garages in the front, backyards in the back. In most American neighborhoods, the street-facing side of 
a home is dominated by a machine: a garage door, a driveway, a vehicle waiting to leave. Meanwhile, the 
places where life happens are pushed behind fences, out of view. We grow up inside this design, so we 
rarely question it, but behind every street, every setback, every zoning rule is an argument about how 
life should be lived, private and self-contained. 

In America, we’re so proud of self-su ciency, proud of privacy, proud of not needing anyone. The 
American Dream, an embodiment of that ideal, markets the suburban home as a bastion of 
independence: your own driveway, your own lawn, your own world. And yet, Americans 
simultaneously lament a loneliness epidemic, declining civic engagement, and the erosion of shared 
public life, all the while wondering why “community” feels increasingly harder to nd despite 
globalization and constant digital connection. 

But that was inevitable. When we chose to design our public spaces to accommodate the automobile, 
community stopped being the priority. Roads widened, sidewalks shrank, and longer commutes sealed 
people into isolation, drifting past one another without interacting. It was the rst time I understood 
that loneliness is not just social—it is structural. 

That realization is what drew me to urban studies. I began to see planning as more than just 
infrastructure or land use, but as an act that’s deeply human. In this eld, a street is not just for cars, 
but a shared public space where people move, meet, and momentarily intersect. A neighborhood is not 
just a set of parcels, but a system that can either invite connection or subconsciously discourage it. If 
the environments we build shape the communities we form, then planning becomes one of the most 
powerful tools we have to restore something fundamentally human: the ability to belong. 

Throughout high school, I’ve tried to turn that belief into something tangible. As a founder of my 
school district’s rst competitive robotics program, I was building access in a 25,000-student district 
where no such opportunities previously existed. Over time, I saw students who’d never imagined 
themselves in STEM begin to engage for the rst time, not because they lacked ability, but because no 
one had built a pathway for them to enter. What began as a small, 15 member team slowly grew into a 
community of 200+ students across 8 high schools.  

But growth alone wasn’t the goal. A community that depends on one person is fragile, so I focused on 
building something that could outlast me. That meant creating mentorship pipelines, training new 
leaders, and accumulating open-access resources that would continue opening doors long after I 
stepped away. In many ways, it re ected the core of planning itself: the quiet, intentional work of 
shaping conditions so that people who were once excluded can step in, take part, and belong. 
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My work with local government has reinforced that perspective. Through my involvement with 
Assemblymember John Harabadian’s o ce, I’ve seen how decisions about funding, land use, and 
redevelopment are seeped in an individual's lived realities. Conversations about post- re recovery, 
infrastructure, and resource allocation aren’t just abstract, they determine whether communities are 
rebuilt equitably or left behind. Every day, I work with constituents whose homes were destroyed, 
whose insurance claims stalled, whose futures became uncertain overnight; in those moments, policy 
stops being theoretical and becomes immediate, urgent, and deeply human. 

Looking forward, I aim to pursue a career at the intersection of urban planning, public policy, and 
economic analysis. I am particularly interested in how cities can be designed to prioritize people 
without sacri cing feasibility; how walkable, mixed-use environments can coexist with economic 
realities. Whether through municipal planning, regional agencies, or public-private partnerships, I 
want to contribute to projects that rethink how space is organized and experienced while placing 
human connection at the center of development. 

For now, my impact is smaller, but not insigni cant. Through my role on the San Bernardino Youth 
Advisory Council and my ongoing work with Assemblymember Harabadian, I will continue to 
advocate for pedestrian-centered design and community-focused development because I know change 
doesn’t always begin with sweeping reform, but often starts with a single intervention—a safer 
crossing, a more active public space, a shift in how we think about the purpose of a street. 

Because ultimately, urban planning isn’t just about where things go. It’s about whether people have a 
place within it. That’s the kind of future I want to design toward. 
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To whom it may concern, 

My name is Abel, and I work as a custodian at Los Osos High School. I’ve been on campus for several 
years, and in that time I’ve seen thousands of students come and go. is one of the few 
students I’ve come to know well outside of normal school hours, and  stands out to me not just for 

 work ethic, but for the way  treats people and carries  every day. 

I rst noticed  because  was often still on campus late at night. I’d be working in the C 
building, and around 9 or 10 p.m., when most students had already gone home,  still be there in 
the robotics room. This was something I saw consistently over time.  was usually one of the last 
students left on campus. What stood out to me was not just the hours, but  attitude. Even late at 
night,  was still focused, talking with  team, laughing, and generally having a positive energy. You 
could often hear  before you saw  which says a lot about the kind of presence  brings. 

Over time, we started talking more regularly, and it became something people around campus picked 
up on. It wasn’t unusual for someone to come up to me and ask about  especially when they 
were looking to get involved with robotics or needed help nding the room. They knew we were 
connected and that I’dlikely know  was or how to reach  That kind of recognition says a 
lot about how visible and involved  is on campus. 

Our conversations were never rushed.  would talk through decisions  was trying to make, 
whether it was about  future, internships, or how to balance  responsibilities. What stood out to 
me was how seriously  took those decisions.  didn’t look for the easiest option.  thought 
carefully, asked questions, and wanted to understand the consequences before committing.  also 
listened. When I gave advice,  took the time to consider it, and I could tell  respected di erent 
perspectives. 

 is also very easy to talk to.  is open, respectful, and genuine in conversation.  doesn’t act 
like  is above anyone, and  treats everyone on campus the same way, whether it’s a teacher, sta  
member, or another student.  ability to connect with people across di erent roles is something that 
I respect especially in someone  age. 

I’ve also seen how  works with others on a larger scale. During events like the robotics STEAM 
fair, I saw  helping coordinate with teachers, administrators, and sta  to make sure everything ran 
smoothly. These events are not easy to manage, especially with hundreds of people involved, but 
handled  in a calm and organized way. From what I’ve seen and heard, people rely on 
because he follows through and takes responsibility. 
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Even in smaller moments,  character shows.  always acknowledges sta , takes the time to say hello 
to me, and treats people with respect.  kind of student who understands that a school runs 
because of everyone, not just what happens in the classroom. That awareness is something I don’t see 
often. 

What stands out most to me is that  doesn’t just focus on  own success. He pays attention to 
what needs to be done and looks for ways to contribute. Whether it is staying late to nish work, 
helping organize events, or taking the time to talk things through with  shows responsibility 
and care in everything  does. 

I recommend  with con dence.  is hardworking, thoughtful, and dependable. More 
importantly,  is someone who brings a positive presence to the people around  Any program 
would be gaining not just a strong student, but someone who will contribute to the community in a 
meaningful way. 

Sincerely, 
Abel Trejo 
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To whom it may concern, 

I am pleased to recommend  a student I have had the opportunity to teach in both AP 
Economics and AP Human Geography. In my years of teaching, it is rare to encounter a student who 
not only understands material at a high level, but consistently pushes beyond it out of genuine 
curiosity.  is one of those students, and  brings an energy to the classroom that makes 
discussions more thoughtful and engaging for everyone. 

From the beginning of the year,  distinguished  through both  academic preparation 
and intellectual engagement. Having already completed an Associate’s Degree in Economics,  
entered the course with a strong foundation, but what stood out more was how  used it.  
approaches topics with con dence, but also with a willingness to question, re ne, and connect ideas in 
ways that go beyond what is expected at the high school level. 

 curiosity is one of  de ning traits.  does not settle for surface-level understanding; 
instead,  consistently asks “why.” Whether questioning the concentration of multinational 
corporations and its implications for global markets, or seeking clari cation on geopolitical 
relationships and cultural classi cations,  questions are thoughtful and often extend beyond 
the scope of the curriculum. Just as importantly, they are the kind of questions that raise the level of 
discussion for the entire class. 

What stands out most about  however, is  ability to apply what  learns. For example, 
came to me for advice on research  was conducting with Omnitrans, where  analyzed the impact of 
a youth-ride-free transit policy.  evaluated tradeo s such as lost fare revenue versus potential 
increases in long-term ridership, while also considering broader e ects like improved accessibility and 
reduced congestion. It was clear in these conversations that  was not just completing an assignment, 
but thinking carefully about how these ideas a ect real communities. 

 is, at  core, an interdisciplinary thinker.  moves naturally between economics, policy, and 
urban planning, often drawing connections that re ect a broader perspective on how systems work 
together. At the same time,  remains grounded and practical in  thinking, focused on how those 
systems impact people in everyday life. It is clear to me that  is not simply preparing for exams, but 
for a future where  intends to engage with complex problems in a meaningful way. 

Beyond academics,  is a positive and consistent presence in the classroom.  participates 
actively, contributes to discussions, and is always willing to support  peers.  brings both focus and 
a sense of purpose to  work, and it shows in how  carries  day to day. 
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I recommend  without reservation.  is intellectually curious, highly capable, and motivated 
to apply  learning beyond the classroom. I am con dent  will bring both rigor and a thoughtful, 
community-focused perspective to any program  joins. 

Sincerely, 
 Oravits 
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Personal Statement 
 
On November 8, 2016, I sat on the couch staring hopelessly at the television. 

Nine-year-old me had little to no idea what was happening, especially politically, but I couldn’t 
help the fear overtaking my body. I feared for my parents, I feared for my siblings, but I felt 
exceptionally hopeless. I never would have expected to relive that experience again. That was 
until I did. On November 6, 2024, the feeling of powerlessness returned, except this time, I was 
able to fully comprehend what was going on. Just a year away from turning 18, I watched as the 
majority of the United States of America made their choice about the future of this country, my 
future, and the future of millions just like me. I felt unheard, voiceless, but most of all, I felt fear 
just as last time.  

However, instead of letting the fear consume me, I turned that fear into motivation. In 
that moment I knew I would not stand again and allow my autonomy to be ripped away from me, 
but I especially don’t want anyone else to have to feel as I did. I will also not allow the 
constitutional integrity of this potentially amazing country to be tainted without encouraging 
change. I wholeheartedly believe that we, the people, have the ability to decide our outcome, and 
civic engagement holds such a high importance in that aspect. Thus, I have made it my life's 
mission to do exactly that. 

 I aim everyday to engage with my community, and honestly listen to their concerns in 
order to incite positive change; a change that benefits us as a body. To do this I’ve taken a 
position as a canvasser, and soon to be intern, at my city's government office, as I am 
simultaneously a fellow at a legal services non-profit in my area. I am truly grateful to be able to 
posture myself in these positions, given my family is low-income, and I am a first-generation 
college student in addition to an aspiring attorney. Through these opportunities I not only get to 
gain first hand experience and knowledge with law and politics, but I have the privilege of being 
able to fully understand the true disparities my community faces. Something I am most proud of 
at the moment is my work in local government. Recently I had the opportunity to partner with 
Mayor Helen Tran, as well as other elected officials, to begin the initiative of various voting 
engagement events in order to combat the epidemic of voter apathy that seems to plague San 
Bernardino. Everyone deserves to have their voice heard, and we are ensuring every San 
Bernardino resident, who has the means to, is able to take full advantage of that fact. 

Currently, I am a student at San Bernardino Valley College, looking to earn my 
Associates Degree in political science. However, I do not intend to end my education there. After 
graduating next year, I plan on attending a four year university, and after that, heading to law 
school. With my eventual work and education as an attorney, I will have built the necessary skills 
to be able to work in government to the best of my abilities. Law and policy have always been a 
passion of mine, but prioritizing the needs of the public, and advocating for a better life, brings 
me the utmost joy. Through trying times, we need the light at the end of the tunnel, a guide for 
ourselves. We can not lose control if we are the control.  
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SCAG Scholarship Personal Statement 

 

3.15.26 

Cities are growing faster than ever, and so is technology and artificial intelligence. 

Additionally, housing prices are on the rise everywhere, and there is no sign of them slowing 

down any time soon. It is getting harder and harder for my generation to get a house at a young 

age, much harder than the previous generation. I believe that there is a way to connect the new 

ideas of technological advancement and the planning and structure of our cities and towns in 

order to create the most efficient way to be able to not only make housing affordable, but to keep 

the same structure of older cities- the closely-knit, family structure, where people are friendly 

towards one another. 

I have a great interest in community, regional, and urban planning. I have been living in a 

small town my entire life, and it has constantly been growing and growing as long as I can 

remember. The streets that used to flow smoothly have now become overridden with traffic, road 

work, and people commuting to work. My hope is that my interest in computer science and my 

mathematical mind can one day help these problems that my city faces, and all the small cities in 

California. 

One of the most important ideas to me is the idea of affordable housing. If you don’t have 

a comfortable place to live, how are you supposed to function properly as a person? One of the 

main ideas I'd tackle as a person working in urban planning is the housing crisis. I would work to 

make comfortable, affordable housing for all US citizens, that cannot be bought out by any larger 

corporations, to raise the prices. I would incorporate technology into that idea by finding the 

most efficient way to create the houses, and all the problems that come with construction. 

My future goals for my career are to help people be comfortable in life, and to make 

things better for the public. Not only would urban planning be responsible for making affordable 
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homes, but for making parks, roads, restaurants, schools, and everything that a person would 

want growing up.  

 Overall, my goal is to get a STEM degree, then be able to help my community using my 

connection to people and my analytical, mathematical mind. The town I once grew up in has 

become more of a bustling place of commerce, with traffic, more shops, and more commuters 

that go through my town. I want to be able to make affordable housing that will make it easier on 

all the commuters, who have to drive miles to get to work every day. I want to be able to make 

more parks, shops, and recreational centers, to provide a fruitful and fun childhood to all the 

children growing up in my town. I want to be able to incorporate modern ideas into an older city 

to make the lives of its citizens easier. And lastly, I want to be able to help the common man, not 

just “get” through life, but to make life enjoyable by making the town they live in enjoyable. 
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also demonstrated strong initiative outside of regular class time. regularly attended my office 
hours to retake quizzes under our Standards-Based Grading framework, using feedback thoughtfully 
to strengthen  understanding. showed demonstrational proficiency both verbally and in 
writing, and  willingness to take responsibility for  learning speaks to commitment to 
growth.

professionalism further sets . communicated respectfully and effectively in all 
academic correspondence, using appropriate channels such as  student-issued email and our 
Canvas LMS. tone was always polite, clear, and warm.

Beyond the classroom,  balances  academic responsibilities with meaningful service.  tutors 
algebra to high school students, volunteers as a youth leader at  church, assists with events such 
as Vacation Bible School, and contributes to the Children’s Hunger Fund. These experiences reflect 

 strong sense of responsibility and commitment to serving others.

is deeply committed to computer science and has pursued college-level coursework while still in 
high school.  initiative, intellectual curiosity, collaborative nature, and community involvement 
make  an excellent fit for California Lutheran University and its computer science program.

I truly enjoyed having  in my class, and I am e will be a valuable addition to the 
California Lutheran University academic community. I recommend  without reservation. Please 
feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like additional information regarding  
work and accomplishments.

Kindly,

Claudia Gutierrez
Associate Professor, Mathematics
cgutierrez@vcccd.edu
805-553-4122

Cl di G ti
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SCAG Scholarship 

bautistaedith2@icloud.com 

         

Include a minimum five-hundred-word personal statement describing your interest in 
civil engineering, planning, political science, public administration, urban planning, 
sustainable development, transportation planning, or other related fields, and future 
career goals. 

 

 

      Every year around two million people cross the U.S Mexico Border. My parents were among 

them. They made the difficult decision to leave their parents behind in Oaxaca, Mexico to pursue 

the American dream with hopes in their heart. Although their education did not surpass fourth 

grade due to family responsibilities they still remind me to value education. I saw why. I saw my 

Father often coming home with rough and cracked hands while my Mother struggled to take tiny 

espinas from her skin. Although my parents worked a lot we still faced financial hardships. With 

the help of government programs such as Medicare and EBT my siblings and I were able to 

receive dental checkups and physicals. While EBT helped my parents afford groceries.  

 

     Getting assistance from these programs grew my interest in how the government worked. 

While other families struggled as well they would get denied from similar programs. My 

curiosity for how resources work such as a government system, laws, legislation, house 

representative, senate etc grew. When I enrolled in AP Government it gave me all the answers I 

would wonder about. As I continue to study these subjects my interest continues to grow which 
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is why I will be continuing my education in Political Science. Back when I first entered high 

school I started to explore different career paths through volunteering including food 

distributions, creating health campaigns, and helping out sheltered animals. These experiences 

have led me to having a passion for helping others but my passion for a career became clear 

when I participated in the Community Law Enforcement class. As I heard attorneys share their 

journeys including the challenges they faced I saw myself in many of their stories. Their journey 

first started with having interest in how the government works and how they were able to protect 

rights. Now that I’m in AP Government I can confirm that this is the career I want to pursue. 

 

As I prepare to enter university I plan to double major in Political Science and Spanish with a 

minor in English. Political Science will give me a deeper understanding of policymaking, public 

administration and law while English will strengthen my writing and reading skills to prepare me 

for the LSAT and Law School.  Majoring in Spanish is very important to me because I want to 

continue using my first language. I want to be able to serve Spanish speaking communities 

because language should not be a barrier to justice. My future goal is to become a Government 

attorney where I could serve the people and insure laws are being applied fairly. I want to serve a 

county helping review policies and ensuring laws are being applied properly because no person 

should be afraid of the law. Some of the specific areas I’m interested in are working-class and 

immigrant families. Through Political Science I’m creating opportunities for families like mine, 

by becoming a government attorney I will be honoring my parents' sacrifice. I have the privilege 

to continue pursuing a higher education and build communities where justice is accessible and 

serves the people's needs. I want to continue opening doors for first generation students because 

all of us have something in common: we are our parents' so-called American Dream. 
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Personal Statement 

I spent a week camping with my family one summer when I noticed my father 
struggling to chop wood with just a hatchet, and I mentioned that a wooden log could 
replace the hammer.  This fixed the problem, and my aunt made a comment about how 
I always make creative solutions to ignored problems.  What she said sticks with me as 
I think of my approach to life.  I see a possibility for improvement and begin to visualize 
ways to repair the situation.   

I say this not to brag about a good idea, but rather to display how my attraction 
towards engineering is in every aspect of my life, even the little moments when classes 
and homework are not on my mind.  For me, engineering would be an opportunity to 
have fun while being productive- to find a career I look forward to each day.  My father 
has always told me that if I find a job I enjoy, I’ll never work a day in my life.   I stand by 
this, especially because this comes from someone who flies airplanes every week.  In 
fact, since he is certified to teach aviation, he has been giving me lessons(both on 
ground and in the air) on how to fly a plane.  This pursuit is not only fun, but I also get a 
lot of experience learning about the physics and mechanics of an airplane.  Flying gives 
me motivation to pursue my interests in a way that is specific to me, just like college will 
in the future. 

My interest in STEM is not limited to being crafty in the outdoors and picking up 
hobbies, although that certainly is a fun aspect of it.  I also excel in and enjoy my 
classes at school, especially mathematics.  It began in third grade, when my teacher 
nicknamed me the “fraction queen” due to how quickly I learned.  His encouragement 
gave me inspiration to do more, and I realized how fun math is.  The next year in fourth 
grade, the school put me in fifth grade advanced math, and before I knew it I was 
entering high school as a freshman in Integrated Math III, which was full of juniors.  This 
was my journey as someone who loves math and the feeling of equations clicking into 
place in my head as my hands translate the values onto paper.  That journey is nowhere 
near its end, not yet. 

Creativity, mathematical skill, and dedication are my proudest characteristics in 
STEM.  With my eye for problem solving, I will extend my academic curiosities.  In 
college, I will combine my math skills, fascination with technology, and creative drive in 
order to improve society.  Life will always have problems to fix, even if the goal is as 
simple as starting a campfire.  Although the world is large and I will only be a fraction of 
the equation, I plan to help as many people as I can to build and spark their fires as a 
soaring engineer. 
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I almost became a lawyer because I loved to argue. 

Mock trial gave me my first taste of the courtroom: building case theory, delivering opening 
statements, and constructing narratives rooted in precedent and evidence. As co-captain, I 
learned how to dissect appellate opinions and defend constitutional principles under pressure. 
Through the National Judicial Competition and years in California Youth and Government, I saw 
myself carefully crafting my arguments before a judge, shaping justice case by case. 

But my journey through law slowly revealed something deeper: I was less interested in reacting 
to broken systems and more compelled to design better ones. 

My fascination with law began personally. Growing up with a lisp, I understood what it felt like 
to hesitate before speaking. That experience fueled my commitment to advocacy, first through 
mock trial and legislative debate, and later through publishing a children’s book about self-
advocacy and speaking to over 250 students about finding confidence in their voices. The 
courtroom taught me how to defend myself, my community, and my constitution. Yet it was my 
hands-on experiences in education that redirected my path from litigation to policy. 

At my district’s Summer Learning Camp, I worked as a translator and educational aide for 
multilingual elementary students. Sitting beside children who feared raising their hands because 
their English was imperfect I saw my younger self reflected in their hesitation; recognizing their 
fear of sounding ‘different’. I translated lessons, reassured families, and watched students soar 
when they realized their voices had value, even when imperfect. In founding Art for All, an 
adaptive art program for students with special needs, I saw how creative spaces could transform 
self-perception. Through theater mentorship, I paired younger performers with experienced 
students, building confidence not just through performance, but through belonging. 

These experiences cemented what I had already experienced myself: the power of advocacy 
when wielded for good. They also exposed systemic gaps that individual advocacy couldn’t fix 
alone: inconsistent special education resources, limited arts funding, inadequate multilingual 
support, and inadequate access to school-based mental health services. 

Real-world work experience solidified this realization, and gave me the skill set to do something 
about it. Working with the California State Assembly, I assisted with legislative research, 
constituent communications, and bill analysis. At Habitat for Humanity, I saw how housing 
instability directly affects educational outcomes. In both roles, I recognized that durable change 
happens upstream; through thoughtful policy design, funding allocation, and community-
centered planning. 

Law addresses disputes after harm occurs. Policy can prevent that harm in the first place. 
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I now hope to study public policy or political science with a focus on educational equity, 
sustainable community development, and public administration. My goal is to craft legislation 
that strengthens special education services, protects arts funding, expands multilingual learning 
support, and embeds mental health resources within schools. I want to integrate lived experience 
(my own and others’) with data-driven solutions, bridging storytelling and statistics to ensure 
policies reflect the communities they serve. 

My storytelling background will remain central to this work. In Youth and Government, I 
learned to frame legislation in ways that build bipartisan consensus. Through language 
translation and theater, I learned to listen deeply before speaking. Through photography, writing, 
and sewing I learned that numbers move minds, but stories move hearts. Effective policy 
requires both. 

Community planning and educational policy are, at their core, based on narrative and who is 
shaping it: they define who is heard, whose needs are met, and who gets systematically  
marginalized. My career goal is to ensure that no student is an afterthought, and that everyone is 
considered at each stage of educational decision making: from legislative chambers to the 
classroom and beyond. 

I once thought my voice was my greatest weakness. The law taught me how to defend it. 
Education showed me why it matters. Policy will allow me to use it to shape systems where 
every student’s imperfect voice has room to be heard. 
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Course ID Course Mrk1 Mrk2 Credits
Moorpark High 08/21SS Term 2Grd 09

A     5.0000 321140 Health(Edge)

Moorpark High 12/21Semester 1Grd 09
A     5.0000 521215 Math ll Honors
A     5.0000 601520 Biology 9 Honors

Moorpark High 06/22SS Term 2Grd 09
A     5.0000 140004 CA Hist&CareerExplor (Edg

Moorpark High 12/22Semester 1Grd 09
A     5.0000 761808 Musical Show Production
A     5.0000 171240 English 1 Honors
A     5.0000 291330 Spanish 2CP
A     5.0000 581065 Athletic Conditioning GWP

Moorpark High 06/23Semester 2Grd 09
A     5.0000 761808 Musical Show Production
A     5.0000 171240 English 9 1 Honors
A     5.0000 291330 Spanish 2 CP
A     5.0000 521215 Math ll Honors
A     5.0000 581065 Athletic Conditioning SW
A     5.0000 601520 Biology 9 Honors

Moorpark College 07/23SS Term 1Grd 10
A    10.0000 DE140030 Introduction to Business
A    10.0000 DE140002 Public Speaking

Moorpark High 07/23SS Term 1Grd 10
A     5.0000 631650 World History H S1

Moorpark High 08/23SS Term 2Grd 10
A     5.0000 631650 World History H S2

Moorpark High 12/23Semester 1Grd 10
A     5.0000 761808 Adv. Musical Theatre
A     5.0000+171360 AP Seminar
A     5.0000 171280 English 2 Honors
A     5.0000 291341 Spanish 3 Honors
A     5.0000+521761 PreCalculus Honors
A     5.0000 581070 Athletic Conditioning GWP
A     5.0000 601150 AP Chemistry

Course ID Course Mrk1 Mrk2 Credits
Moorpark High 06/24Semester 2Grd 10

A     5.0000761808 Adv. Musical Theatre
A     5.0000+171360 AP Seminar
A     5.0000171280 English 2 Honors
B     5.0000291341 Spanish 3 Honors
B     5.0000+521761 PreCalculus Honors
A     5.0000581070 Athletic Conditioning SW
A     5.0000601150 AP Chemistry

Moorpark College 07/24SS Term 1Grd 11
A    10.0000+DE521815 Introductory Statistics
A    10.0000DE140141 Introduction to Ethics

Oxnard College 07/24SS Term 1Grd 11
A    10.0000DE140141 Introduction to Logic

Moorpark College 12/24Semester 1Grd 11
A    10.0000DE291341 Intermediate Spanish I
A    10.0000DE140140 African American Studies
A    10.0000DE140140 U.S. History since 1865

Thousand Oaks High School 12/24Semester 1Grd 11
A     5.0000+171365 AP Research

A+     5.0000+171345 AP English Lang/Comp
A     5.0000+521150 AP Calculus

A+     5.0000761535 Academic Decathlon Honors
A+     5.0000581786 PE Girls Waterpolo
A     5.0000+601550 AP Environmental Science

Moorpark College 05/25Semester 2Grd 11
A    10.0000DE140143 American Government & Pol

Ventura College 05/25Semester 2Grd 11
A    10.0000DE140003 Health and Wellness
A    10.0000DE140141 Intro to Criminal Justice

Thousand Oaks High School 06/25Semester 2Grd 11
A     5.0000+171365 AP Research

A+     5.0000+171345 AP English Lang/Comp
A     5.0000+521150 AP Calculus

A+     5.0000761535 Academic Decathlon Honors
A+     5.0000581586 PE Girls Swimming
A     5.0000+601550 AP Environmental Science

Moorpark College 07/25SS Term 1Grd 12
A    10.0000BUS M33 Business Law
A    10.0000PHIL M03 Intro to Social/Political Phi

Oxnard College 08/25SS Term 2Grd 12
A    10.0000PHYS R10 College Physics 1
A     5.0000PHYS R10 College Physics 1 Laborator

Course ID Course Mrk1 Mrk2 Credits
Moorpark College 10/25Semester 1Grd 12

A    10.0000 PHOT M10 Beginning Photography

Thousand Oaks High School 12/25Semester 1Grd 12
A+     5.0000+171350 AP English Lit/Comp
A     5.0000+631075 AP Government and Politics

A+     5.0000 761535 Academic Decathlon Honors
A     5.0000+631441 AP Psychology

Ventura College 01/26Semester 1Grd 12
A    10.0000+POLS V02 Comparative Government (D
A    10.0000+POLS V05 International Relations (DE)

Graduation Requirements Req Cmp
English    40.0000    35.0000
Mathematics    30.0000    30.0000
World History    10.0000    10.0000
US History    10.0000    10.0000
Government     5.0000     5.0000
Economics     5.0000
Physical Science    10.0000    10.0000
Biological Science    10.0000    10.0000
Physical Education    20.0000    20.0000
VPA / World Lang / CTE    10.0000    10.0000
Health Passed
Electives    75.0000    75.0000
Algebra Requirement Req Met
Total Graduation Credits   230.0000   220.0000

Course Flags (*:Intl Baccalaureate, +:Adv Placement)  Column Labels (Mrk1:Academic)

School Official's Signature

08/21/2024

Unofficial Transcript
Conejo Valley USD

Thousand Oaks High School
2323 N Moorpark Rd
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

805-495-7491

Entry Date Counselor Term Ending Class of Grade

Exit Date Exit Reason Grad Date Diploma Type

Print DateIssued To

Solis Jr., Daniel 01/21/2026 2026 12

1 of 1

02/04/2026

Ethnicity: White

Student Name/Address/Phone Student ID Gender

SSN Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Moorpark, CA 93021-3738

805-990-1700

155267 F

   -  - 04/04/2008
State Student ID

5526988334

Parent/Guardian

Cooper, Ashley Woodland Hills, CA US

GPA Type GPA Crdt Atmpt Class Rank
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October 24, 2025  
To Whom It May Concern:  

Teaching  is like observing an academic force of nature, and it is my pleasure and joy to  
write a letter supporting application to this scholarship. In the time I have known  well,  
has  proven to be much more than the industrious, intelligent student  clearly is on paper. In  
own,  very energetic, outgoing way,  passion for learning and knowledge, determination, 
resilience  in the face of any kind of obstacle, and organization and self-discipline set  from 
even  most highly achieving peers.  

These gifts quickly became apparent in the fall of 2024, when  began work on her AP Research  
project exploring the relationship between emotional intelligence and a successful career as a public  
defender.  chose this topic deliberately, as it allowed r to combine  academic passions  
(psychology, law, and government/civic institutions) in a meaningful way. Surrounded by very  
resourceful peers,  stood out in  ability to grasp both the larger college level research  
process and the importance of the smaller details critical to their project’s success. consistently 
demonstrated willingness to think independently and pursue  interests in a serious  and 
meaningful way. r project was especially challenging to execute because it required more than  fifty 
responses from busy attorneys with significant demands on their time. Despite this major  challenge, 

 remained steadfast in  efforts to secure a meaningful sample size, an exceedingly  
challenging task to accomplish without some kind of captive audience.  

These interests became even more evident when love for politics and civic engagement led  
to enroll in my AP Government class, even though had already taken a community college  

course to fulfill the high school graduation requirement. The opportunity to see thrive in a  
more traditional classroom setting has only served to deepen my appreciation for her talents and made 
it clear that she understands politics and the workings of civic institutions on a level much higher  than 
nearly all my former AP U.S. Government students, of which there are thousands.  lives  and 
breathes this stuff.  is adept at mastering difficult content, as well as at working well with a  variety 
of other people in various contexts. This is possible, in large part, because  believes 
opportunities to apply and expand knowledge are everywhere.  cultivates  interests in all  
kinds of impressive ways: internships with Habitat for Humanity and our state assemblywoman’s  
office, representing our school at s State, serving as an Institute for Youth in Policy fellow, and  
competing on our school Mock Trial and water polo teams.  

Over the course of my thirty-six years teaching I have been fortunate to work with many highly  
qualified young people who went on to enjoy enormous success, both at college and beyond. 

 has what it takes to do the same.  is a truly remarkable young person; I have boundless  
faith in r potential and recommend without reservation.  

Sincerely,  

Krister Swanson, Ph.D.  
Social Sciences Teacher  
Thousand Oaks High School 
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minimum 500 word personal statement describing your interest in civil 
engineering, planning, political science, public administration, urban planning, 
sustainable development, transportation planning, or other related fields, and 
future career goals. 
 
When I go to college this fall I plan to major in either environmental or civil engineering. I hope 
to one day work in public service to work on more sustainable infrastructure. I only recently 
realized I wanted to do something like this when I took an environmental science class at my 
school. It broadened my eyes about how modern infrastructure can seriously disturb/hurt 
ecosystems. I wish to also go to a 4-year university here in California, far enough to move out, 
but close enough to where I can still visit often. I’ve gotten accepted to a few already, but am still 
waiting on a few important ones. My top schools are Cal Poly SLO and UC Berkeley, which I am 
still awaiting decisions from. I’ve been lucky enough to be able to visit both of these beautiful 
campuses and I’m glad to say that they remain in my top two. My sister also currently attends 
Cal Poly, so my parents will certainly have their nests empty with their two youngest being 
full-time college students.  Even when I was younger I always preferred math or science 
subjects, compared to history or english, therefore I always knew I wanted to major in 
something STEM related. Two of my sisters actually majored in engineering as well, and for a 
while I wanted to be different, but I realized it was also something I was interested in. Having 
them beside me meant I was around others with experience, making it a bonus to have them as 
sisters. As mentioned before, I wish to work in public services once I graduate from 
undergraduate school. As of right now I’m working to gain some sort of experience by working 
with the Oxnard City Council in a program they have called Voices of Oxnard Youth. VOY is 
helping youth participants collaborate on community-based projects and becoming more active 
in the community. Through this program, I’ve already been able to talk with the mayor and other 
council members. I’ve come to realize that along with the program, they are also available to 
support me in anything I need in the future, college or career based. I’ve only just started this 
program, but I hope that by the end of it I’m able to make a lasting impact in my community. I’ve 
never been much to speak out, but in the future I don’t want to be the type of person to just 
stand around and watch while so many things are happening around me. I want to be able to 
take action in my community and if I’m able to I would want to strive for a bigger field. My true 
inspiration for everything I do comes from my parents. My parents came to the U.S. as 
teenagers and have fought hard to provide for their family. My parents have always made it 
clear that they are proud of me and accept me exactly how I am. They have always wanted us 
to strive for more and have always told us to put education first. Getting a higher education is 
something I want not only for myself, but for my parents who have always looked down on 
themselves for not having one. My one goal right now is to attend a 4-year institution and have 
both mine and my parents' hard work pay off. 
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Channel Islands High School 
1400 East Raiders Way 

Oxnard, CA 93003 
(805) 385-278

January 2025 

I've had the opportunity to know  as a frequent patron in the library and during the 2025-2026 school 
year as a student in my Library Science class. I am most impressed by  desire for knowledge and 
experiences beyond the classroom that will allow r to pursue higher education and, more importantly, seek 
out new experiences and evolve as a lifelong learner and responsible citizen. 

proves to be exceptionally hard-working and thoughtful, which is strikingly apparent in  
mannerisms on campus.  personifies diligence and thoughtfulness beside a tremendous work ethic.  
nature is full of conviction, honor, and passion - qualities that transcend the impressive transcript, test scores, 
and brag sheet.  willingness to seek out and explore new ideas, people, and experiences demonstrates  
openness to new information and a myriad of perspectives. 

 class period was one of the most challenging I've had in years. Individually, students were engaged and 
wanted to be there, but collectively, they struggled to work collaboratively and take initiative with daily 
responsibilities. While other class periods quickly bonded and became self-directed, this group would sit 
silently, waiting to be told what to do. 

 as the quiet leader this group needed.  didn't wait for me to assign roles or give 
instructions.  simply started modeling what needed to be done. Whether greeting library patrons, shelving 
returned books, or coordinating with teammates on tasks, took initiative and created space for others 
to follow  lead. Where others saw an awkward silence, saw a chance to step up. 

One of  qualities is  ambition and competitive nature. once told me that if someone 
tells her  isn't capable of something, it only pushes her harder. The same determination that pushes  to 
stay after tennis practice perfecting  serve, will push  to seek out leadership opportunities, build 
community in  residence hall, or start an initiative in a club. At university,  be striving 
for her own success, be using ambition to make her community better. 

Natalie represents a unique combination of determination, hard work, and genuine care for others.  ability 
to work well with diverse groups, listen attentively, and actively contribute to a positive environment speaks 
volumes about her character.  is not only an excellent student but also a compassionate individual who 
will undoubtedly contribute positively to any college community she becomes a part of. 

Respectfully, 

Kimberly ahsuda Nels n 
Kimberly Tahsuda Nelson 
Teacher Librarian 
kimberly.tahsuda@oxnardunion.org
805.278.1377 
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Southern California Association of Governments Scholarship 
 Walking into the boardroom, I was surprised to see a pad of giant sticky notes that was almost 
bigger than I was. As it was my first time running a Student District Advisory Committee (SDAC) 
meeting, I wasn’t sure whether or not I was expected to use them. 
 I knew our power as an advisory body did not stem from the law, but rather our influence as 
students. So, I figured that we should have a physical representation of our discussions that everyone 
could contribute to so that we can easily share it with the rest of the district. The idea for small groups 
centered around post-it notes was born. 
 On the agenda was a discussion about supporting students new to the school district, whether it be 
incoming freshmen or transfer students at any grade level. Three groups went to three different sections of 
the room, all with massive sticky notes on the wall and a Sharpie for whoever had the best handwriting. 
At the end, when each group appointed someone to share out, one group discussed transfer student 
involvement, one discussed more engaging lunch time activities, and another shared what one school was 
doing to involve new students at athletic events. 
 At the end, I took photos of all of the post-its and summed them up in a follow-up email, which 
all of the representatives shared with their principals, student activity planners, and peers. The sticky 
notes demonstrated SDAC’s ability to have a dialogue and to collaborate, something I have been 
reflecting on since then.  
 In my local community, I’ve noticed that collaboration is not only for student leadership, but also 
for the local governments that impact my community every day. Stepping into my position on the school 
board representing 15,000 of my peers, I’ve seen how the crossing guard program is run by the city to 
keep the schools’ areas safe, the pools are utilized by the parks and recreation district to teach our students 
how to swim, and the teachers union works with the district to build a better workplace and community 
for our most valued public servants. Students are the sticky notes, and local governments are the Sharpies. 
 Working for the California State Assembly, I’ve also seen how collaboration is beneficial on the 
state level. Assemblymember Irwin, who I had the honor of interning for, worked tirelessly to reach out to 
her constituents, her fellow Assemblymembers, and advocacy groups. When the state government worked 
on passing the new budget, I saw it go from the Governor’s office, to legislative committees, to a vote, 
and then ultimately into law. Each part of the state government had a hand in crafting this budget, 
guaranteeing that no one was left out of the discussion. She showed me how effective leadership can be 
when you treat each issue like a post-it note, letting all stakeholders add to it with their own Sharpies.  
 The natural continuation of this essay is to discuss how the national government, too, is like a 
sticky note. But, in all honesty, it currently is not. I have seen division, divisiveness, and polarization 
dominate national politics. It should not be this way. At SDAC, we are able to have civil discussions 
about sensitive policy issues, but when the scale shifts to national politics, seemingly any sense of respect 
or civility is lost. This is not the future I want for this country, and I know my generation is deeply 
disappointed in the direction it is heading. No matter what side you are on, we should all be able to have a 
Sharpie to add to the sticky note of the national government.  

Local government is always the first way to implement change. I have seen it as a school board 
member, and plan to use my education to help local governments pick up their Sharpies and contribute to 
the sticky note that is our country.  
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 ~ SCAG Scholarship Personal Statement 
 
Where did my interest in industrial engineering come from? It was quite recent, actually. I 
looked up at the sky and wondered why the aviation industry was causing so much 
environmental harm. Becoming a pilot was a dream that younger me once held close, but when 
my parents implored me to get a “more stable” job, I looked towards engineering. Engineering, 
as I learned, offered something quite different, special even. Engineers had the ability to 
improve the systems they were in, to flip the table on what existed and ask what could be 
changed to make it better.  

I was fascinated, but for a while, I hesitated to fully see myself in engineering. I knew I wanted to 
improve systems that were causing environmental harm, especially large transportation systems 
like aviation, but I also felt like I had something to prove as a woman entering a space where I 
did not see many people like me. Even though opportunities for women in engineering are 
improving, I personally did not know many industrial engineers. Most of the women engineers I 
had met were studying computer engineering or bioengineering. Industrial engineering felt 
unfamiliar, and because of that, it felt harder to picture myself there. Still, the more I learned 
about the field, the more I realized it aligned with the kinds of problems I cared about most: 
improving transportation systems, reducing environmental harm, and helping communities 
function more efficiently. 

Once I began thinking this way, I realized I had already been working to improve systems within 
my own community. 

During my internship with the Greater Conejo Valley Chamber of Commerce, I worked with over 
190 local businesses to improve how they appeared on Conejo.com, a regional tourism and 
business platform. At first, this sounded like technical website work. But I quickly understood 
that accessibility to information is part of how a region functions. Making it easier for residents 
and visitors to interact with local businesses strengthened connections within the community 
and supported the local economy. 

I saw something similar at my own school. When I founded the Agoura High Charger Post, there 
was no consistent platform connecting students to events, opportunities, or important updates 
across campus. I built the newspaper as a digital communication system that now reaches 
thousands of readers each month across a campus of over 1,700 students. That experience 
showed me that infrastructure is not only physical. It can also be informational, and improving 
access to it can change how connected people feel to their community. 

Growing up in the SCAG region made me especially aware of how transportation and regional 
planning shape everyday life. Long commutes, congestion, and environmental challenges affect 
students and families around me in visible ways. At the same time, I have seen how thoughtful 
planning can strengthen communities and improve access to opportunity. These experiences 
made industrial engineering feel like the right path for me because it focuses on improving 
systems at exactly that scale. 
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I want to use industrial engineering to improve the communities I am already part of, especially 
here in Southern California where transportation and infrastructure decisions affect millions of 
people. At the same time, I also want to help change who feels welcome in this field. When I first 
became interested in industrial engineering, I did not know many women working in it, and that 
made the path feel less clear. By pursuing this work, I hope to contribute not only to stronger 
regional systems, but also to a stronger example for younger girls who want to improve the 
world around them through engineering. 

The SCAG Scholarship represents an opportunity for me to continue learning how regional 
planning and infrastructure decisions shape communities like mine. I hope to use industrial 
engineering to support transportation systems that are more efficient, more sustainable, and 
more accessible across Southern California, while also helping future students see that they 
belong in shaping those systems too. 

 

 

Thank you for considering me for this scholarship. 
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To the SCAG Scholarship Selection Committee: 
 
It is my distinct pleasure to recommend  for the SCAG Scholarship 
Program. Having served as  advisor for the Agoura High Charger Post, the Library Council, 
and the New Student Welcoming Committee, I have had a front-row seat to  leadership and 
dedication to our school community. 
 
I first met three years ago when she asked to be a volunteer in the Media Center.  
From the beginning,  was a valuable addition to the library, stepping in where needed and 
quickly learning the Media Center’s systems and software.  As knowledge grew,  
recognized areas that could be improved and offered solutions.  With another student,  
helped create the Library Council, a group of students committed to making the Media Center a 
great source of all students on campus.   
 
Another of  amazing contributions was founding the New Student Welcoming Committee.  
The Media Center is often the first stop for new students at Agoura.  These students are often 
overwhelmed and nervous, and  proposed a student-led committee to help new 
students feel welcome and prepared for a smooth transition to a new school.  Working with the 
school administration,  recruited other students for the committee, and created a 
team ready to help when new students arrived.   
 
As the advisor for the Charger Post, I watched revive the school newspaper in 
digital form and build an online platform from scratch. The project was completely  idea, and 
the organizational skills and drive needed to lead a staff of 18 students demonstrated and 
confirmed  desire to provide a source of information for the school community about events, 
sports, and activities. As editor in chief,  developed systems for generating article 
ideas and submission deadlines.   also oversaw a group of student editors for various 
“beats” on campus. Under  leadership, the publication grew from zero to over 1,500 monthly 
readers. 
 
What has impressed me most about  is that while many students participate in 
existing school clubs and sports,  has the ability and drive to build them from the 
ground up.  goal to pursue Industrial Engineering is a natural extension of these 
demonstrated abilities that is actively growing and cultivating.  In the future, I can easily see 

evolving into a leader dedicated to improving the community and city in which lives. 
I recommend without reservation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amber Smart 
Media Coordinator 
Agoura High School 
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 28545 West Driver Avenue – Agoura, California 91301 
 (818) 889-1262 – FAX (818) 597-0816  

AGOURA HIGH SCHOOL 
Las Virgenes Unified School District 

 
Garrett Lepisto, Principal          Dr. Dan Stepenosky, Superintendent 
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2026 SCAG Scholarship Program Applicant Evaluation 
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